
-
teers to the US diplomatic mission in 
Iraq.

* * *
Like the rest of the world, Filipinos 

were of course fascinated by the im-
probable rise of a black American to the 
most powerful position on the planet.

Many had doubts that Obama would 
win, believing that Americans were still 
not ready for a black president.

But Americans rose to the occasion, 
giving Obama his historic victory. 
Enough observers have pointed out 
that there was no racial divide in the 
vote, that both blacks and whites went 
for Obama, with Hispanics also going 
for him, meaning it was an American 
rather than a black vote.

Now in the Philippines where skin 
whitening products are big business, 
black is suddenly in. And presidential 
wannabe Jejomar Binay is relishing 
being compared, if only superficially 
by skin color, to Obama.

But Filipinos will be more con-
cerned about economic and diplo-
matic ties rather than race issues if 
ever Thomas’ assignment here pushes 
through.

Filipinos are closely watching 
Obama’s seeming tendency toward 
protectionism in the face of a global 
recession. One of his campaign prom-
ises was to give tax breaks for every 
job brought back by US companies to 
America.

Optimists insist that market forces 
will prevail. They point out that if the 
tax breaks aren’t big enough, US in-
vestors will keep their operations 
overseas where labor costs are lower.

OBAMA may pick 
first black US 
envoy for RP
W ITH Barack Obama’s election as the new President of 

the United States, making history as the country’s first 
African-American president, doors have been opened 

for more qualified African-Americans to become more prominent 
in the political scene.  

The Philippines is not one to lag 
behind in embracing this world-
changing development.  On Nov. 20, 
diplomatic sources said the White 
House has picked career diplomat 
Harry K. Thomas Jr. as the next am-
bassador to Manila.

Thomas is set to replace current 
US Ambassador to Manila Kristie 
Kenney, who also made history as its 
first female ambassador.  At present, 
the 52-year-old Thomas is director 
general of the State Department’s 
Foreign Service, a post he has held 
since last year.  When he circulated 
an order requiring diplomats to serve 
in Iraq, it grabbed headlines all over 
and drew the ire of the diplomats’ 
union in Washington and whose 
members eventually confronted him 
in late October last year.

An Associated Press dispatch revealed it was quoted that 
the head of the American Foreign Service Association, John 
Naland, said that a survey showed only 12 percent of the 
members of the diplomats’ union believed the Secretary of 
State Condoleeza Rice, also an African-American, was “fight-
ing for them,” to which Thomas reportedly stated,“That’s 
their right, but they’re wrong.” 

As of 2005, only 6.5 percent of African-Americans com-
pose the US foreign service’s professional staff, just slightly 
up from 5.4 percent in 1985.  On the other hand, women’s 

progress in the diplomatic service has 
been greater:  from 20 percent of the 
professional staff in 1985, the male-fe-
male ratio 20 years later had narrowed 
66 to 34.

A graduate of the Holy Cross and Co-
lumbia University, Thomas is a veteran 
of the diplomatic service, having had 
experience since 1984.  He also served 
as ambassador to Bangladesh from 
2003 to 2005 before becoming the of-
ficial executive secretary at the Office 
of the Secretary of State.  Thomas, who 
speaks fluent Spanish, Bangla and Hin-
di, has also served in New Delhi, Ha-
rare, Kaduna and Lima.  For his service, 
he has received several awards from the 
State Department, including the Arnold 
Raphel Award for leadership, motiva-
tion and mentoring of colleagues.

In an article of the February 2006 is-
sue of State Magazine, Thomas stated that “Assignments 
and promotions in today’s Department are based on merit.  
All Americans are welcome to join the Civil Service and For-
eign Service.  The Department’s leadership is committed to 
diversity and excellence, but that was not always the case.”

No doubt that Obama’s win in the US elections last Nov. 
4 will bring in a new dawn as more African-Americans will 
be recognized and given opportunities to take on vital roles 
in the government.  (AJPress with reports from Philstar.
com) 
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United Fil-Am advocacy 
reaches greater heights

WASHINGTON, DC—More 
than a hundred Filipino-
American community leaders 

from across the United States gathered 
Tuesday, Nov 18 to celebrate the new 
administration and to unite and empower 
the Filipino-American community.

Organized by Mabuhay Alliance and 
Falcon (Filipino American Leadership 
Council), the gathering brought together 
key personalities in the community who 
have been pushing for the discussion of 
Fil-Am issues on a more national level.

“People say that the Fil-Am community 
is divided and not organized. That is not 
true. In fact, that is the opposite. We can 
be well-organized as a community and I 
believe we can gain more if we continue 
uniting for our common goals,” said Faith 

by Momar G. Visaya
AJPress

Mabuhay Alliance president Faith Bautista (center) 
discusses issues with Ambassador Willy Gaa and newly-
elected NaFFAA national chair Greg Macabenta at the 
reception held in Washington, DC last Nov. 18.  � AJPress 
� Photo by Momar G. Visaya

Dateline Philippines

A move to amend the Constitu-
tion through a constituent as-
sembly is gathering steam in 

the House of Representatives with Pres-
ident Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s eldest 
child leading the signature drive.

Pampanga Rep. Juan Miguel “Mikey” 
Arroyo’s campaign has secured between 
120 and 150 signatures on a resolution 

calling on the Senate and the House to 
amend the Constitution by voting joint-
ly and not separately, according to Iloilo 
Rep. Raul Gonzalez Jr.

“I was approached by Congressman 
Mikey last week when I just arrived at 
the session hall. He requested that I 
sign and when I looked at the papers, 
this was about Charter change through 
a constituent assembly,” Gonzalez said 
in an interview.

“Since this was being supported by 
the administration coalition… I had no 
hesitation and signed the resolution,” he 
said.

Curiously, Gonzalez and other admin-
istration solons who signed the bill do 
not have a copy of the resolution.

A senior congressman, who requested 
anonymity, claimed that there was only 

one copy of the resolu-
tion passed around.

He said the signatories 
were told that once the measure secured 
the required number of votes, it would 
be used to force the Supreme Court  to 
rule on how the Con-ass should vote to 
amend the Constitution.

But Gonzalez said that he would not 
know whether the group could hit the 
“magic number” of 196 signatures, 
which represent the two-third votes of 
the combined membership of the Senate 
(23) and the House (238).

Mikey Arroyo 
did not respond 
to text messages 
from the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer seek-
ing his comment.

“From the in-
formation that I 
have gathered, 
the administra-
tion has already 
160 congressmen 
who have signed for 
an amendment to the 
Constitution by way 
of a constituent assem-
bly,” Makati Mayor Je-
jomar Binay said.

“That’s dangerous,” 
said Binay, head of the Unit-
ed Opposition who has announced plans 
to run as president. 
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from Hollywood to Broadway!

You can judge The Asian Journal by its coverage


