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MANILA – President Arroyo 
checked out on July 2 from the 
Asian Hospital in Muntinlupa 
City after two days of self-quar-
antine as a precautionary mea-
sure against the spread of the 
A(H1N1) flu virus.

The President went on self-
quarantine last Tuesday after 
arriving from a 12-day trip to Ja-
pan, Colombia, Brazil, and Hong 
Kong Monday night.

Press Secretary Cerge Re-
monde said Arroyo checked 
out of the hospital at 2 pm after 
doctors gave her a clean bill of 
health.

“She underwent certain 
check-ups while on quarantine 
and all the results were okay,” 
Remonde said. “She has re-
turned to Malacañang.”

He said Arroyo called him up 
to relay the news after she left 
the hospital.

He said Arroyo will continue 
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admit that she was a member of 
the New People’s Army.

Roxas has filed for a writ of 
amparo with the Court of Ap-
peals against President Maca-
pagal-Arroyo and top military 
and defense officials. The writ of 
amparo is a form of legal protec-
tion for those whose lives and 
liberty are being threatened by 
state agents.

Government officials identi-
fied as respondents in a writ of 
amparo would be held account-
able if anything happens to a 
person who has been granted 
the writ. n
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her rest at the Palace for a few 
more days by minimizing her 
appointments and public en-
gagements, but would do her 
paperwork in her office.

“I think she’s just eager to 
work more in the Palace than in 
the hospital,” Remonde said.

Executive Secretary Edu-
ardo Ermita said Mrs. Arroyo 
did some work while on self-
imposed isolation at the Asian 
Hospital and conferred with her 
Cabinet by telephone. n

MANILA – The joint military 
exercise Balikatan (shoulder-to-
shoulder) between the Philip-
pines and the United States will 
continue despite allegations of 
corruption against some Phil-
ippine military officials in the 
handling of funds intended for 
Filipino troops, US Ambassador 
Kristie Kenney said.

In a radio interview, Kenney 
said that funds allotted for US 
troops in all Balikatan exercises 
were fully accounted for. Both 
the US and the Philippine gov-
ernments put in money for their 
troops for this annual exercise.

Embattled Navy official Lieu-
tenant Senior Grade Nancy Ga-
dian earlier accused her former 
superior of having pocketed a 
portion of the funds intended for 
the RP-US Balikatan exercises 
in 2007. Gadian herself is under 
investigation by the Navy’s Effi-
ciency and Separation Board for 
insubordination and desertion.

Gadian claimed that retired 
Lieutenant General Eugenio 
Cedo, then chief of the Western 
Mindanao Command (Westmin-
com), used the month-long Ba-
likatan in Jolo, Sulu as a “milking 
cow.” She said that of the P46 
million provided by the Ameri-
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cans, only P2.3 million was re-
leased to Filipino soldiers. Cedo 
denied the allegations.

But Kenney said she would 
leave the accounting of funds in-
tended for Filipino troops to the 
Philippine side.

“We looked back at all of our 
funds and we’re 100 percent 
confident that they went to ex-
actly where they were supposed 
to go. I can’t speak for the Phil-
ippine side because it’s obvious-
ly not my business to investigate 
their funds,” the ambassador 
said.

On what exercises to con-
duct, Kenney said the US Armed 
Forces would usually submit a 
recommendation to the US de-
fense secretary for what type of 
training the troops would need 
for the next year.

Balikatan  has been a big ex-
ercise every year. I assume we 
will continue but I will let our 
four-star general to make the 
recommendation to the defense 
chief,” she said.

“I think we enjoy having ex-
ercise here because our troops 
like to train here with Filipinos,” 
she said.

She pointed out that lots of 
Filipino soldiers have been in 
the US studying in the Naval 
Academy, West Point and the 
Air Force Academy. n

MANILA – Social Welfare Sec-
retary Esperanza Cabral said on 
June 30 she will not run for sen-
ator in the May 2010 elections.

“I am very categorical in my 
answer that I am a non-politi-
cian and a non-candidate. I am 
amused that I am being con-
sidered as a candidate but I am 
afraid that it will interfere with 
our job in the DSWD,” Cabral 
said in a press briefing at the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development head office in 
Quezon City.

Cabral is reportedly being 
groomed to be one of the sena-
torial candidates of the adminis-
tration in 2010.

“I don’t want other people to 
think that we are doing our job 
for the sake of the candidacy 
of the secretary of the DSWD. I 
have no plans to be a candidate 
at all,” said Cabral.

Cabral, a noted cardiologist, is 
a former director of the Philip-
pine Heart Center. n
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