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Beauty (pageant) 101

OU may be interested to know that the Philip-
pines had been producing beauty queens for a
long time. In fact, most have been raising them
- small girls competing in local or city beauty
pageants (I can personally attest to this), in town fies-
tas, school and organization fund raisings and other
events that require someone to promote the cause. As
they grow older, some of these girls get the chance to
represent the country to international pageants.

Here are some interesting
facts about beauty queens and
pageants:

e Filipinas to win Miss Inter-
national - Gemma Cruz (1964),
Aurora Pijuan (1970), Melanie
Marquez (1979) and Precious
Lara Quigaman (2005). Gemma
Cruz was the first Filipina and
first Asian to win the Miss Inter-
national title.

* Miss International Melanie
Marquez is the youngest Miss
International in history. She was
only 15 years old when she won
the title.

® Miss International 2005
Precious Lara Quigaman is the
shortest Miss International,
standing at 5'6. Miss Universe
Gloria Diaz was the shortest
among candidates in 1969,
standing only at 5'5. The short-
est Miss Universe was Miss Thai-
land 1965, Apasra Hongsakula
who stood at 5'4.

® Miss International is of-
ficially called The International
Beauty Pageant and is the fourth
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largest beauty pageant in the
world. It is also called a “Festi-
val of Beauty” and “Olympics of
Beauty.”

e Miss Colombia, Stella
Marquez is the first Miss Interna-
tional in 1960. She married Fili-
pino businessman Jorge Araneta
and since 1964, has been the
organizer of the most presti-
gious pageant in the Philippines,
the Binibining Pilipinas, which
sends its winners to the Miss
Universe, Miss World and Miss
International competitions.

e Filipinas crowned Miss
Universe — Gloria Diaz (1969)
(the first Filipina Miss Universe)
and Margie Moran (1973)

® Angela Perez Baraquio
(now Grey), is the first Asian-
American to win the Miss
America title in 2001.

* Miss Teen USA for 1998 is
a Filipino-American from South
Carolina, Vanessa Minnillo. She
was also voted Miss Congenial-
ity by the contestants for that
year. B




