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Fil-Am activist names torturers

Roxas mentions ‘RC,” ‘Dex,” ‘Rose,” James,” ‘Boss

by Nikko Dizon

Inquirer.net

MANILA - The Filipino-Amer-
ican activist who returned from
the United States to back her
claim of having been abducted
and tortured by state agents
named her tormentors at a pub-
lic hearing conducted Thursday
by the Commission on Human
Rights (CHR).

For five hours marked by a
couple of short breaks, Melissa
Roxas, 31, detailed a six-day or-
deal in May, mentioning “RC,”
“Dex,” “Rose,” “James,” and a
man whom they referred to al-
ternately as “Boss” or “Sir.”

Roxas, a member of the US

chapter of the militant Bagong |

Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan-
USA) and of the Los Angeles-
based cultural group Habi Arts,
occasionally took long pauses
before answering a question, as
if gathering courage. At times
her voice cracked, or trailed off.

But she said with certainty
that she would be able to tag
Rose if they meet again.

She said that while she was
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Melissa Roxas

blindfolded for the most part of
her captivity, she had managed
to “cheat the blindfold” by peer-
ing through the cloth and was
thus able to see the profiles of
Rose and RC.

CHR Chair Leila de Lima told
reporters after the hearing that
the commission would conduct
a closed-door session with Rox-

as on Friday for the purpose of
drawing up sketches of the pur-
ported torturers.

“The names could possibly be
only pseudonyms. They don’t
even have last names. But we
will ask Melissa to describe
them to an artist so we can have
a sketch,” De Lima said.

‘Can we be friends?’

Roxas told the commission-
ers that as though to add insult
to injury, the man who called
himself RC offered friendship to
her and told her to forget the six
days of fear and pain.

She recounted that the night
before she was told she would

+ be taken home, RC told her:

“Can we be friends? You're go-
ing to forget this happened.”

Rose, on the other hand, iden-
tified herself as a member of a
church group.

Roxas said the woman helped
her take baths and stayed with
her in her cell at night.

She said it was James who in-
terrogated her. On another day,
she said, he introduced himself
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HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR DENTURES?

Unable to eat what you want?

Tired of messy adhesives?
Fear of smiling?

An Easy & Economical Alternative to Regular Implants

Mini Dental Implants:

« Can help you eat, smile, & speak with renewed
confidence.

¢ Are placed using a simple, gentle approach.

+ Can help to preserve bone & facial
appearance.

* Are affordable- less than half the cost of
conventional implants,

¢ Are convenient- With Mini Dental Implants the
entire procedure is completed by Dr. Gorman
in one visit.

Within one visit you can be on your way
to eating the food you love with stable
secure dentures!

IMAGINE...... Eating, speaking and smiling with confidence.
MARTIN N. GORMAN, DDS§

(818) 995-1891

Ste 446, Encino, CA 91316 » www.mgormandental.com

5363 Balboa Blvd.
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Graduate in just 1 month and
Start Earning 2K.- 3K a month

«Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)

*Home Health Aide (HHA)
*Restorative Nursing Assistant (RNA)
CPR AED BLS-ACLS/First Aid Training
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IN-DEMAND WE OFFER:

e [Morning, Evening, and Weekend Classes
e Full-Time & Part-Time program

e Tutoring Available

* [lo High School Diploma or GED required
e Job Placement Assistance

ST. JUDE NURSING SCHOOL

8741 Van Nuys Blvd Ste 201 Panorama City, CA 91402

818-892-6141 | 818-334-8943

After Hours: 818-335-6851
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SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$
ON PRE-OWNED

ROLEX & GARTIER WATCHES

Largest Selection Of Pre-Owned Rolex Watches In The U.5.

Authenticity Guaranteed

Restored To MINT Condition Eyg: rt Watchmakers
Owver 100+ Years Combined Ex nce

2 Year Warranty & Full Indup&ad&m Appraisal
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# VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN
DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES:
607 S. HILL ST. #508
LOS ANGELES, CA, 90014

(213) 622 - 2622
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