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When an auto accident
happens to you

ATTY. CONRADO JOE SAYAS

AUTO accidents, especially
when they result in serious
injuries, have important con-
sequences to the lives of con-
sumers. Rights to medical treat-
ments, lost wages, compensation
for pain and suffering may be at
stake when these accidents oc-
cur. It would help if consumers
ask themselves ev-
ery now then the
following  ques-
tion: In the event
of an auto acci-
dent, what can I
do to protect my
rights? The fol-
lowing tips might
prove useful:

1. Gather rel-
evant information
at the scene of
the accident

Some of the im-
portant information that should
be taken down are:

The other driver’s name, ad-
dress, telephone number, driv-
er’s license number, and insur-
ance company

The other car’s make, year,
model, and license plate num-
ber

The names, addresses and
telephone numbers of any wit-
nesses to the accident

The name and badge number
of the law officer who comes to
the accident scene.

If your cell phone has a cam-
era, do not hesitate to photo-
graph the damages to the ve-
hicles at the scene.

2. Get a physical checkup af-
ter the accident

Some accidents are seri-
ous enough that paramedics
are called to the scene to treat
and checkup on the persons in-
volved. It is a good idea to have
a doctor or health care provider
examine you for possible inju-
ries. Your health or automobile
insurance may pay some or all
of these health care bills.

3. Making a claim for injuries
and other damages

If the other driver was at fault,
you may be entitled to compen-
sation for your personal injuries,
car damage and other expenses,
such as lost wages or the cost
of future case needed after the
accident. If you had your own

insurance at the time of the ac-
cident, you may also be able to
sue for pain and suffering. You
can make a claim with the other
driver’s insurance company. It is
advisable to consult with an ex-
perienced personal injury attor-
ney before speaking to the other
driver’s insurance company.

If your claim for damages is
$7,500 or less, you may sue in
small claims court (and you do
not need an attorney). However,
if your damages are for a larger
amount, you may need an attor-
ney to represent you. An expe-
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rienced personal injury attorney
can also help you find medical
specialists for serious injuries.
Lawyers take auto accident cas-
es on a contingency fee basis,
which means you do not pay the
lawyer his or her attorney fees
if you do not recover any mon-
ey. If you win, you pay the law-
yer a percentage of the money
you get. Most lawyers charge a
smaller percentage if the case is
settled before the lawyer does
all the work necessary to pursue
the case in court.

If you and your lawyer agree
to a contingency fee, the lawyer
must put the agreement in writ-
ing and give you a signed copy.
The contract should explain what
percentage the lawyer will get if
you win and how it might vary.
It also should state who will pay
for any court or other costs.

4. What to do if the other
party does not have insurance

If the other driver caused the
accident and is not insured, your
own policy can pay for your per-
sonal injuries if you have Unin-
sured Motorist (UM) coverage.
Additionally, if the other driver’s
insurance is not enough to pay
for all of your damages, your
own insurance may pay the dif-
ference if you have UM cover-
age. While UM coverage is not
required by law, you should
always obtain this coverage to
protect you against an increas-

How much homeowner’s
insurance do i need?

INSURANCE 101

MELODY AVECILLA

EVERYDAY people ask them-
selves, “How much Homeown-
er’s Insurance do I need?” The
answer varies, depending on
each person’s situation. Usually
you should insure your home for
its whole value, this means the
actual building and all of its con-
tents.

In orderto find out exactly how
much your home is worth, you
should have it appraised. You
can have an appraiser, builder
or insurance agent give you an

estimate on its value. However,
if you ever re-model or add on
to your home, its value will in-
crease, and you will then need
to purchase more coverage.

For any valuable possessions
you have, you can purchase
extended coverage, to insure
those items are covered as well.
The best thing to do is take a
room-by-room inventory of your
valuables then keeping this list
somewhere outside the home,
for example: safe-deposit box.

To determine if valuable pos-
sessions, such as TVs, stereos or
computers are covers, or if you
have any other questions about
Homeowner’s Insurance, con-
tact your State Farm Insurance
agent.
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If you suspect a scam, call the NICB hotline at
1-800-TEL-NICB.
For information about auto insurance and
insurance fraud, contact your insurance agent.
(Advertising Supplement)
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your property or not, and/or if
you will be liable for any fore-
closure deficiencies after the
sale date. If you have a second
trust deed on your property,
make sure you consult with an
attorney to find out if you will
still owe this debt even after
foreclosure. In some cases you
will, in other cases you won’t.
Most people who are facing
foreclosure are also buried
in other debts (usually credit
cards) and need to find a way

out so they can start over. If this
is your case, we can help. For a
free office consultation, please
call Toll-Free 1-866-477-7772.
We have offices in Glendale,
Cerritos and West Covina.
* * *

None of the information herein is intended to
give legal advice for any specific situation.
Atty. Ray Bulaon has successfully helped
over 4,000 clients in getting out of debt. For
a free attorney evaluation of your situation,
please call Ray Bulaon Law Offices at TOLL
FREE 1-866-477-7T72.

(Advertising Supplement)
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should wait until they are again
available before going forward
with the case.

Each of these cases discusses
important rights of immigrants
in court proceedings. The posi-
tions of the Board and the court
are not identical. The differ-
ences may be more significant
in some cases than in others.
An experienced immigration
attorney can determine the im-
pact of these decisions. This is
one reason why it is important
to have competent representa-

tion in immigration court.
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Atty. Reeves has represented clients in
numerous landmark immigration cases that
have set new policies regarding INS action
and immigrants'’ rights. His offices are located
in Pasadena, San Francisco, Las Vegas and
Makati City.
Telephone: (800) 795-8009
E-mail: immigration@rreeves.com
Website: www.rreeves.com.
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The analysis and suggestions offered in
this column do not create a lawyer-client
relationship and are not a substitute for the
personalized representation that is essential
to every case. (Advertising Supplement)

ing number of uninsured motor-
ists on the road.

5. What to do if the other
party sues you

If you are sued, contact your
insurance company or insurance
agent and/or your lawyer right
away. Generally, your insurance
company will assign a lawyer to
handle your case. But, if you are
sued for more money than your
policy covers, or if your insur-
ance company indicates it may
not cover you for everything,
you may also need your own at-
torney.
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C. Joe Sayas, Jr., Esg. is
anexperienced trial attorney
who has successfully
obtained significant
results, including several
million dollar recoveries for
consumers against insurance
companies and big business.
He is amember of the Million
Dollar-Advocates Forum—a
prestigious group of trial
lawyers whose membership
is limited to those who have
demonstrated exceptional
skill, experience and
excellence in advocacy. He
has been featured in the cover of Los Angeles
Daily Journal's Verdicts and Settlements for his
professional accomplishments and recipient
of numerous awards from community and
media organizations. His litigation practice
concentrates in the following areas: serious
personal injuries, wrongful death, insurance
claims, unfair business practices, wage and
hour (overtime) litigation. You can visit his
website at www.joesayaslaw.com or contact
his office by telephone at (818) 291-0088.

(Advertising Supplement)
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MANY women contemplating
divorce file false allegations of
domestic violence against their
husband as a matter of tactical
advantage in a divorce -case.
This is often done either without
notice to the husband or ex parte
with 24-hour notice. It is unfor-
tunate that there are bad apples
out there because it shifts the
burden to the Courts to weed
out which cases are false and
which are meritorious enough
to deserve protection under the
law. Courts often take the side
of caution in these cases spe-
cially where physical abuse and
contact are involved. Court tend
to protect women and children
because they are the most vul-
nerable in our society. Unfor-
tunately if the allegations are
false, it often gives the domestic
violence applicant a tactical ad-
vantage in a divorce proceeding
against the husband in several
respects.

First, the husband can be or-
dered to move out of the fam-
ily residence immediately or
on short notice. This puts the
husband in a difficult position
of having to look for a place to
stay and not having enough time
to take personal belongings and
documents he may need in a

DOWNTOWN OFFICE:
1055 W. 7th Street, Suite 1950,
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: (213) 873-4333
Fax: (213) 873-4334

Defending hushands against
wife’s false allegation
of domestic violence

future divorce battle. If the
husband is the high earner in
the household, he may also be
ordered to maintain the house-
hold even though the wife is the
one that lives there. Husband is
placed in the situation where he
has to maintain two households.
Second, husband is more
likely to lose the custody of the
children if children are involved.
His custody right could be re-
duced to mere visitation or even
worst none at all. This arrange-
ment could easily turn into the
status quo in the divorce case.
Third, husband gets to pay
child support if wife gets custody
of the children as a result of the
domestic violence application.
This situation would further put
a strain on husband’s financial
resources. Depending on the
Judge if husband earns signifi-
cantly more than the wife, wife
may be awarded attorney’s fees
and cost under the family code
to equalize the playing field.
Fourth, wife will have a re-
straining order against the hus-
band protecting the wife and
sometimes the children. This
restraining order if issued as a
CLETS is recorded in the police
database. This means if hus-
band violates the restraining
order, all that the wife needs to
do is to call the police and hus-
band will get arrested. This type
of restraining order are usually

issued with orders prohibiting
husband from coming within
100 yards of the victim. It also
includes prohibition from com-
municating by telephone. It also
requires the restrained person
to turn over any firearms and
deadly weapon. This can be a
problem if the husband is a law
enforcement officer.

The domestic violence defen-
dant should prepare very well
for the domestic violence hear-
ing to avoid the harsh conse-
quences and tactical advantage
to the other spouse if the TRO is
granted. This should entail sub-
poenaing the police officer to
testify in court if the police were
dispatched in the scene without
a resulting arrest. This should
also entail lining up your third
party witnesses that has person-
al knowledge of the alleged in-
cident. Any pictures of bruises
and injuries should be properly
investigated and compared to
medical records and the time-
line of events.
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Attorney Kenneth Ursua Reyes was President
of the Philippine American Bar Association.
He is @ member of both the Family law
section and Immigration law section of the
Los Angeles County Bar Association. He
has extensive CPA experience prior to law
practice. Law Offices of Kenneth Reyes, P.C.
is located at 3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA, 90010. Tel. (213) 388-1611
or e-mail kureyeslaw@aol.com. Website
kenreyeslaw.com (Advertising Supplement)
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