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Debt Relief

Charmaine Teodoro

JUNO CONNECTION

PRACTICALLY every one in 
California has been to Magic 
Mountain at one time or anoth-
er. Six Flags operates 20 theme 
parks in the US, Mexico and 
Canada. It’s a right of passage 
for kids in California to gradu-
ate from Disneyland to Magic 
Mountain as soon as they get 
to middle school. The company 
had 25 million visitors last year 
producing record revenues. 
Let’s assume the cost of a ticket 
is $40, that number of visitors 
would have generated $10 bil-
lion of gross receipts. We don’t 
know how the bottom line figures 
look like but despite the huge 
revenues, Six Flags  is unable to 
sustain $2.4 billion of debt. At 
10 percent interest, that level of 
debt would require $240 million 
of interest payment a year just 

Six Flags Magic 
Mountain in bankruptcy

to keep the debt current! Thus, 
the company filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy reorganization 
last month. The purpose of the 
bankruptcy is to allow Magic 
Mountain to get rid of at least 
75 percent of its debt. Instead of 
trying to pay off the $2.4 billion 
of debt, the company will get rid 
of $1.8 billion without any pay-
ment, through bankruptcy. This 
means that Magic Mountain will 
emerge out of bankruptcy court 
owing only $600 million of debt 
instead of $2.4 billion, just like 
magic.

This means the creditors will 
have to suffer a loss of 75 per-
cent or $1.8 billion of money 
owed to them by Magic Moun-
tain. Creditors will be given life-
time VIP tickets to the theme 
park in exchange for voiding 
75 percent of the IOU’s. The 
company said that it inherited a 
“$2.4 billion debt load that can-
not be sustained, particularly in 
these challenging financial mar-
kets…”

The purpose of bankruptcy 

reorganization is to give the 
debtor a chance to become 
productive again by allowing it 
to shed off unsustainable debt. 
GM and Chrysler both filed for 
bankruptcy in the last 2 months 
and were both out of bankruptcy 
in 45 days with a lot less debt. 
Both companies emerged out of 
bankruptcy as leaner and more 
competitive entities poised for 
profitability. Magic Mountain 
follows the path of the BIG 2 
with it’s own bankruptcy last 
month. Thus, bankruptcy does 
not mean that Magic Mountain, 
GM and Chrysler have stopped 
doing business and closing 
down. On the contrary, the pur-
pose of bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion is to get rid of unsustainable 
debt so that the business can be-
come profitable once more. The 
company president said that in 
bankruptcy Magic Mountain 
would cut off its debt so that it 
can emerge from bankruptcy 
“stronger and more competitive 
than ever.” Watch out Mickey 

LET me ask you some ques-
tions. Do you want to become 
an above average nurse? Do you 
want to be more productive in 
your workplace? Do you want to 
derive greater fulfillment from 
what you do? Or even have a 
higher salary? 

If you’re thinking my column 
has officially turned into one 
big ad, you’re wrong. No, I’m 
not mentioning any educational 
brands here, not even my own 
company. But one thing I’ll high-
light this week is the immense 
value of continuing education 
for nurses, the often overlooked 
part of a nurse’s career that 
could keep him/her in the valley 
of mediocrity.

The fact that you’ve taken a 
course, whether it’s an associate 
degree or a bachelor’s in nurs-
ing, proves that you want to be 
in this field. It shows that you 
have what it takes and, at the 

Taking your nursing 
career to the next level

very least, have an interest in a 
nursing career. After taking your 
program, you may have visited 
an agency or walked-in at a hos-
pital that gave you the chance to 
work where you are right now. 
By this time, you could be earn-
ing a decent salary, much higher 
than an average American work-
er, and have some really good 
benefits. In short, you have a 
good life. The real question is: 
Do you want to increase your 
ability to make a positive impact 
in people’s life? 

That’s the question we hope 
you will answer positively. As 
a professional who gives care, 
your focus when enhancing 
your skill set or increasing your 
knowledge on your specialty, 
whatever they may be, is to bet-
ter serve your patients, the ulti-
mate recipient of the care you 
give. 

Continuing education assists 
you in improving the skills and 
adding onto the wisdom you al-
ready have as a nurse. Taking up 
these classes will help you learn 
new techniques and update 

your knowledge on your current 
specialization, or guide you in 
identifying the skills you need to 
develop if you want to specialize 
on a particular unit in your fa-
cility (e.g., neonatal or pediatric 
care). Also, as technological ad-
vances transpire in the industry, 
continuing education gives you 
the insights on how to oper-
ate in this hi-tech environment.  
Understanding and applying 
new treatments, especially on 
healthcare fields that develop at 
a fast pace, can also be learned 
through these types of training 
programs.  Overall, these con-
tinuing education courses keep 
you ahead of the curve and en-
able you to improve your clinical 
skill set.  

Aside from giving you valu-
able training in the field, con-
tinuing education programs are 
flexible and can be done from 
the comfort of your own home.  
Courses can be finished in a few 
hours with comprehensive ones 
requiring weeks to complete, 
but they can all be done online 
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FEW people realize there is 
more to staying healthy and 
youthful than exercise, eating 
well, and using the right skin 
care. The bottom line is no mat-
ter how nutritious the food you 
eat may be, no matter how often 
you get a whole body cleansing, 
and no matter how much you 
exercise, if you live in an envi-
ronment with poor feng shui, 
or live among people who have 
poor feng shui, you are suscep-
tible to illness, stress, and other 
defeating elements that can de-
grade your health and age you.

 Your health and youth is 
comprised of more than just 
your physical body and the 
simple maintenance of it. It is 
affected by your psychological 
and spiritual well-being, your 
relationships to others, and to 
your environment. Your body 
and soul are connected; they 
are a reflection of each other. 
When you are spiritually and 
psychologically happy, and live 
a blissful life, your golden pink 
aura, vibrant face, and active 
body reflects this. When your 
body is taken care of, well fed, 
not polluted and weighed down 
by toxins, your mind is sharp 
and can better focus on your 
spiritual development and well-
ness, rather than the stress that 
poor health brings.

 Many clients come to us for 
consultation because their main 
desire is to be healthy. I ask 
them about their diets, their 
exercise and lifestyles. In many 
cases, these clients are well 
educated, eat basically healthy 
foods, have some exercise rou-
tine and look quite young for 
their age, yet they tell me they 
have body aches, headaches, al-
lergies, stomach problems, re-
productive ailments and in some 
cases, severe diseases such as 

Atty. Richard Wilner

PROBLEM SOLVED

WHEN purchasing a car or 
seeing a doctor about what ails 
you, often times people obtain 
a second opinion from friends, 
family or other professionals. 
But when seeking an attorney 
for immigration needs, many 
take the word of the first immi-
gration attorney that tells them 
“I can get you your green card” 
or they immediately believe 
the attorney who says “There’s 
nothing that can be done.” By 
nature people shy away at ask-
ing attorneys questions like 
how can you get me my green 
card, what will you do to make 
sure my case is approved, and 
what will I have to go through 
during this process of legaliz-
ing my status? Just because an 
attorney has a flashy advertise-
ment or may have obtained your 
favorite celebrity their green 
card, doesn’t make them infal-
lible. You are paying that attor-
ney good money, they should 
at least be able to give you an 
answer to your question. 

 The principle of asking ques-
tions and getting second opin-
ions is a good one to live by. I 
recently accompanied a client 
of our firm to his adjustment of 
status interview. He was anx-
ious about this day as he and 
his mother have waited several 
years for this moment. While 
sitting with him and his parents 
in the waiting room at USCIS, 
he told me about all of the times 
when other attorneys have tried 
but failed to succeed to resolve 
his immigration issues. He told 
me that he was turned away at 
least two immigration attorneys 
who advertised to be reputable 
in the industry. 

This client had a unique sto-
ry. He was first petitioned by his 
mother in 1990 as an unmarried 
son over the age of 21 of a Law-
ful Permanent Resident. During 
the time that our client waited 
for his priority date to become 
current, his mother naturalized 
and he got married. Although 
his priority date became cur-
rent, he was misinformed that 
because he got married, he had 
already lost his chances of ob-
taining permanent residency. 
This was not true. But our client  
gave up on his dream to immi-
grate to the United States

It was not until three of years 
ago when his father became 
ill and his mother suffered a 
permanent disability that he 
sought to find out if he could 
still use the petition that his 
mother filed for him. He went 

Preparation + knowledge 
= success

through several immigration 
law firms. He became used to 
unfulfilled promises after two 
failed attempts at obtaining his 
green card. He also became 
accustomed to hearing an im-
migration attorney say “there’s 
nothing we can do” only after a 
cursory look at his documents.

What those attorneys failed to 
tell him is that there is a provi-
sion in the law that allowed for 
automatic conversion of prefer-
ence classifications. According 
to the regulations, automatic 
conversion of preference clas-
sifications can take place by 
change in the beneficiary’s 
marital status, by beneficiary’s 
attainment of the age of 21, and 
by petitioner’s naturalization. 
In our client’s case, it was the 
change in his marital status. 

I was disheartened to learn 
that his previous attorney even 
went as far as telling him that 
the only way he can reclaim his 
mother’s petition is if he were to 
get divorced. This was obvious 
that the previous attorney had 
no knowledge of the conver-
sion that takes place when his 
mother naturalized and then he 
married. No one ever told him 
that he could be classified as a 
married son of a US Citizen. Af-
ter he terminated his marriage 
because of the advice of his 
previous attorney, no immigra-
tion attorney wanted to spend 
time researching the conver-
sion issues of his case. Our firm 
did. We informed him that there 
was a section of the law that al-
lowed for his classification to be 
converted upon the legal termi-
nation of his marriage. Because 
of his divorce, his classification 
could be changed to first pref-
erence under family based im-
migration and he retained the 
priority date of his petition.  

At the interview, he and his 
mother provided required doc-
uments to the interviewing offi-
cer. The officer ascertained the 
date when his mother’s petition 
was approved and that his pri-
ority date was current.  Aside 
from showing his birth certifi-
cate which indicated parent-
age, he was asked no further 
questions. The officer asked 
for his passport and work per-
mit. Nervous of what the results 
would be, our client handed 
over his passport and work per-
mit. The officer asked us to step 
out to the waiting room without 
a word whether he was ren-
dering a decision or not.  Ten 
minutes later the officer came 
out with his passport. The offi-
cer informed our client that he 
has placed a valid I-551 stamp 
on his passport signifying that 
he was now a permanent resi-
dent and congratulated our cli-
ent and his mother. Our client 

was in disbelief and was reeling 
from the excitement that his 
case was finally approved and 
he is now a permanent resident. 
His parents burst into tears and 
felt relieved that their son’s 
struggle was now over. 

The story above is one that 
teaches the lesson of someone 
who never gave up. Even if it 
took him 20 years, our client 
was persistent in seeking ways 
for him to legalize his status in 
the United States. I think the 
most important lesson is to seek 
the advice of an experienced 
and competent immigration at-
torney. Don’t just settle for an 
answer “there is nothing we can 
do for you,” ask the question 
“Why?” If an attorney cannot 
show you the section of the law 
that either provides or doesn’t 
provide you with a success-
ful outcome of your case, then 
you should think twice before 
hiring them. Your immigration 
attorney should be able to edu-
cate you in the process that you 
will go through while obtaining 
your permanent residency. 

In a follow up conversation, 
our client expressed his grati-
tude that our firm didn’t give 
up on his case and that we also 
educated him on the immigra-
tion regulations that applied to 
his situation which gave him 
comfort while his application 
was processing. He was also 
thankful that we provided op-
tions should something beyond 
our control cause his case to be 
denied. I told him we were only 
doing our job. 

It took twenty years and at 
least three other immigration 
attorneys before our client 
found us. He expended time 
and money that could have 
been saved if the immigration 
attorneys he first sought in-
vested time in reading the law. 
At Wilner & O’Reilly, you can 
trust that a knowledgeable and 
experienced attorney is han-
dling your case. Your attorney 
will be accessible to your needs 
and will be able to guide you 
through the process of legal-
izing your status in the United 
States.  Please call us today at 
(562)207-6789. Consultations 
are free and we are ready to 
help. 

 * * *
Richard M. Wilner is a principal in the firm 
of WILNER & O’REILLY, APLC.  He is Board 
Certified as a Specialist in Immigration 
and Nationality Law by the State Bar of 
California’s Bureau of Legal Specialization.  
He is a former Commissioner for the State 
Bar’s Immigration and Nationality Law 
Advisory Commission.  Additionally, he was 
granted a Certificate in International Law 
by the National University of Singapore.  Mr. 
Wilner may be reached directly via email at 
rmwilner@wilneroreilly.com or by telephone 
at (562) 207-6789.
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On feng shui

Jenny Liu

cancer, chronic migraines, or 
respiratory problems.  They are 
at their wits’ end in figuring out 
why they have these problems 
and wonder if it is their home or 
environment. 

 Following are some very ba-
sic, common sense elements in 
your feng shui to be aware of to 
ensure health and youthfulness.

 Interior Elements:
 1) Rooms should be in com-

patible orientations for maxi-
mum, positive energy absorp-
tion.

 2) Minimize clutter that pre-
vents energy flow.  When ener-
gy is stuck, problems occur.

 3) Use natural materials. Un-
natural materials break down 
over time and release unhealthy 
particles into the air.

 4) Remove old, moldy, con-
taminated materials like carpet, 
mattresses, pillows, and air 
ducts.

 5) Proper insulation prevents 
cold drafts and energy loss.

 6) Toilets, kitchen stoves, 
stairs, trash and laundry ma-
chines are sources of dirty and 
hazardous energies and should 
be in negative directions that 
have ventilation. They should 
never be in the center of the 
house. 

 7) Air quality is the most im-
portant for our survival. We can 
live weeks without food, days 
without water, but only minutes 
without air. Maintain natural 
ventilation and good air circula-
tion.

 8) Natural light provides vi-
tamin D and purification. It also 
boosts immunity, brightens our 
mood and promotes energy.

 9) Electrical magnetic fre-
quencies (radiation) from elec-
trical panels, TVs, computers, 
satellite dishes, and wireless 
connections should be kept to a 
minimum.

 10) The bed should be against 
a solid wall (at the headboard), 
in the proper orientation and 
not aligned with any negative 
elements or doors.

 Exterior Environment:

 1) Avoid polluted industrial 
areas, freeways, downtown and 
farmlands that use pesticides.

 2) Keep a distance from cem-
eteries, churches, mortuaries, 
and temples that may have un-
stable or negative spiritual en-
ergies that can attach to you and 
bring unexpected problems.

 3) Seek positive geographi-
cal formations. Various moun-
tain forms can create microcli-
mates that induce gusty winds 
or stagnant air. Cliffs behind 
your house or a tall mountain 
suppressing your front door can 
both bring depleting energies 
that may cause severe health 
problems.

 4) Stay away from high volt-
age lines that produce negative 
energy.

 5) Maintain vegetation by 
eliminating dead or diseased 
plants and trees. Ivy that is over 
grown with strong yin energy 
can bring depression, sexual 
problems, allergies, and colds. 

 6) Keep water clean. Water 
that is dirty or stagnant in your 
positive direction can bring ail-
ments.

 7) Minimize proximity to 
earthquake faults, which indi-
cate weak or unstable earth fre-
quencies.

 8) Avoid underground water 
currents that constantly pull en-
ergy away.

 9) Make sure your house 
foundation is structurally sound 
to minimize unstable energy.

 * * *
Jenny Liu is a fourth generation feng shui 

master and is available for residential and 
commercial consultations. To learn more, 
please see her website at Liu-FengShui.com, or 
call her at (626) 272-4901 for a free estimate. 
Mention this article in Asian Journal and 
receive a 10% discount.

Guide to a Harmonious 2009 -156 pages, 
full color, soft cover - on sale now for $25 or 
two for $45. To order or preview book, go to 
www.Liu-FengShui.com or call Julie at (626) 
862-1788. Audio book format also available. 
Download a FREE Zodiac Scroll and see our 
FREE Library Seminar Calendar at Liu-FengShui.
com. For more information call Julie at (626) 
862-1788.
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Provide a positive Feng Shui 
foundation for good health
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