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—David D’Angelo, national secretary general of Brotherhood of 

Destiny youth group (Inquirer.net)

military vice chief Fidel Ramos tried, but failed to block his release.
Meanwhile, the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP), the political arm of the 

CPP, conveyed its condolences to the Aquino family.
In a statement, the NDFP said that despite being unable to reach a final peace agreement with 

the government and the failure of the land reform program, the Aquino term was laudable for the 
release of all political prisoners and the improvement of the human rights situation in the country.

“Ms Aquino was an outstanding and inspiring figure in the anti-fascist alliance against the 
Marcos dictatorship, especially after the assassination of her husband, Benigno Aquino Jr. She 
was openly critical of the long-running support of the United States for the Marcos dictatorship in 
exchange for the aggrandizement of US economic interests and the continuance of the US military 
bases,” the statement read.

The NDFP also recognized the 1987 Constitution as one of the legacies of Aquino’s term.
“The 1987 Constitution... carries provisions which uphold human rights and restrain the procla-

mation of martial law, retain national restrictions on foreign investments and prohibit foreign military 
bases, foreign troops and nuclear weapons on Philippine soil,” the NDFP said.

The NDFP also recalled how, after finishing her term, Aquino strongly opposed the “grossly 
anti-democratic policies and actions” of her successors, Fidel Ramos, Joseph Estrada, and Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, adding, “In this regard, she was willing to join up with the patriotic and progres-
sive forces of the people in mass protest actions.”

The signatories of the statement were NDFP negotiating panel chairman Luis Jalandoni; vice 
chairman Fidel Agcaoili; members Julieta de Lima-Sison, Coni Ledesma and Asterio Palima; Sison; 
consultants Vicente Ladlad, Dan Borjal, Randall Echanis, Rafael Baylosis and Elizabeth Principe, and 
senior legal adviser Romeo Capulong. n
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