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An emerging Fil-Am leader in the satellite industry

by CYNTHIA DE CASTRO / AJPress

FROM an ordinary motorist who got lost and can’t find his way home,

Yvette Dominguez

to a family watching their favorite Pinoy teleserye, to a special opera-
tions soldier in Irag running from the enemy, satellites in space provide
so much of what the world needs today.

Although initially developed to
meet military needs, new ways to
use satellites have been expanded
to help improve the quality of every-
day life. There are the commercial
communications satellites that give
us the internet, weather forecasting
and cable television. We also benefit
much from the satellites that make
up the Global Positioning System
(GPS), which provide precise direc-
tions, help save lives and property
across the world. And there are the
hundreds of military satellites, pro-
viding reconnaissance data; com-
munications links for troops on the
ground, ships at sea and aircraft
in flight; precise targeting data for
cruise missiles and smart bombs;
and instant warning of missile
launches etc. Truly, satellites in
space have changed our world and
have played such a large role in the
lives of individuals and nations.
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It would interest every Filipino to
know that one of the world’s design-
ers of satellites is a fellow kababay-
an, Yvette Dominguez. She is a man-
ager in Space Systems/Loral (SS/L),
one of the world’s premier design-
ers, manufacturers, and integrators
of powerful geostationary satellites
and satellite systems. Headquar-
tered in Palo Alto, California, SS/L
designs, builds, and tests satellites,
subsystems, and payloads; provides
orbital testing; procures insurance
and launch services; and manages
mission operations for commer-
cial and governmental customers.
In alliances and partnerships with
leading US and overseas space and
communications companies, the
company has created a world-class
presence in the satellite industry
- addressing customer needs today
while building the world of tomor-
row. Among other honors, SS/L has
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won the coveted Goddard Contractor
Excellence Award from NASA, cred-
iting the company’s performance for
the agency.

Last October 2008, Yvette Domin-
guez was one of only three people all
over the world awarded by the So-
ciety of Satellite Professionals Inter-
national (SSPD)- the Future Leaders
Awards.

The Society of Satellite Profession-
als International is a nonprofit mem-
ber-benefit society that serves satel-
lite professionals around the world.
Through their annual Awards, SSPI
honors the extraordinary achieve-
ment by satellite professionals and
the companies they work for. Yvette
Dominguez was honored with the
Promise Awards, which recognizes
young leaders in the satellite com-
munications  industry. In  giving
Dominguez the Award, SSPI rec-
ognized her distinguished work as

& having “made

a difference in

the satellite in-
dustry”.

A BSEE
graduate from
the California
Polytechnic
State  Univer-
sity in San Luis
Obispo, Yvette
Dominguez has
spent 15 years
in the com-
munications
systems engi-
neering indus-
try. She served
as a payload
subsystems
engineer at
Hughes Space
and Commu-
nications  for
several years
before working
for Space Sys-
tems/Loral.

In her ten
years at SS/L,

Yvette has stepped up to every chal-
lenge and opportunity with a dedi-
cation to excellence.

Yvette has helped design some
of the world’s most powerful satel-
lites including EchoStar XI, which
was launched in July 2008 and
provides 20-kW end of life power.
She played a significant role on the
front-end risk reduction team on
another recent project, providing
critical help with the development
of the communications payload de-
sign and was instrumental in clos-
ing out significant technical design
challenges. As one of the SS/L’s
youngest payload managers, she
was instrumental in the completion
of the EchoStar XI satellite integra-
tion and test program and also lead
in-orbit-testing of the satellite pay-
load. Yvette demonstrates her lead-
ership ability through mentoring ju-
nior engineers and college interns,
and ensuring the progress of the
engineers under her supervision.

Asked how she got into the sat-
ellite industry, Yvette admitted that
her interest began when she was in
high school. “I had an interest in
engineering and space and thought
the satellite industry was a great
way to cover both interests. During
my senior year in college, the aero-
space/satellite industry was recruit-
ing heavily and I felt this was my op-
portunity to pursue my interests,”
said Yvette whose work has been to
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design, analyze, and test satellites.

Yvette admits it’s not easy being
in the industry. “In satellite manu-
facturing at SS/L, you cannot take
any shortcuts. Everything you do
must always be highly reliable, me-
ticulous, and redundant.”

In an industry still dominated by
men, Yvette has some advice for
women interested in entering the
field. “Do not limit yourself. There
are many opportunities in the in-
dustry as there are so many differ-
ent disciplines and aspects to build-
ing a satellite. My advice is to not
just gain practical technical skills,
but to also cultivate interpersonal
skills with peers and management.
Be open to new responsibilities and
challenges early on and if possible,
find a mentor.”

Having been given the Future
Leaders Award in her industry,
Yvette can expect a lot of great
things in store for her in the fu-
ture. “I think there will continue to
be a global need for satellite com-
munications providing more digital
broadcasting and to even more re-
mote areas,” she said.

Yes, the future of satellite com-
munications is as unlimited as our
imaginations. New applications will
continue to be created as technol-
ogy evolves. So, for sure, Yvette
Dominguez will continue to help
make satellites, which, like stars in
the sky, will be guiding us well into
the next century. M
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BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY

Attorney Brian D.Lerner

1ot (866) 495-0554

attorney@eimmigration.org

FREE CONSULTATION

* Attorney is married to Filipina and wants to help you

* Chapter 7, 11, 2r 13

* Stop the Creditors, the calls and the harassing
* Only $1,250 Attorney Fees for a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
* Helping Filipinos and their loved ones all over the US
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Martin N. Gorman, DDS

serving the Valley for ower 32 years
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« Arg afiordable -

Having problems with your dentures?
Unable to eat what you want?
Dentures shift, tit and wander?

Why not have a beautiful smile?

Enjoy the abilty to flash an amazing smile, whie having a
denture that provides stablity, optimal chewing efficiency,
and exdraordinary comfort.

Mini Dental Implants:

The Latest in Dental iImplantology

« Are placed using a simple, gentle approach,

+ Can help to preserve bone & facial appearance

less than half the cost of comentional

JMAGINE....” Eating, speaking and smiling with confidence.

Call For A FREE Consultation

(818) 995-1891

5363 Balboa Blwd
www,. mgormandental.com

Ste 4486 Encino, CAk 91316
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We are MARIANS. We belong to a legacy of excellence in the healtheare industry
that spans 17 years of quality service.

* We will determine if you meet the Means Test
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Will you be a part of this legacy?

LICEMSED VOCATIONAL HURSING [ INTRAVENDUS THERAPY CERTIFICATION
Financial Aid and HEW PART-TIME CLASS SCHEDULES!
Academic Scholarships Avallable! Friday, Saturday & Sunday!

2009 Class Schedulas
Los Angabes: July 13 (Full-Time) | August 14 (Part-Tima)
Van Muys August 10 (Full-Time) | July 31 (Part-Time)

Long Beach OHice
Intarnational City Bank

249 East Ocean Boulevard,

Suite 408, Long Beach, CA 90802
{18 Stread- Maar Tranat Mall Stalicn)

Tel: (562) 495-0554

City
515 South Flower Street
36th Flr, Los Angeles, CA 90071
{Mear 7th Sireat! Metro Conter Sakion)

LOS ANMGELES

VAN NUYS

5900 Sopulveda Boulevard, Sude 101
Wan Muys, CA 91411

Tl Mo (B18) TEZ-5163

3325 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1010 L
Los Angeles, CA 20010 ‘@:
i Fax Mo. {818) TB2-6088

Tel Ma. (213) 388-3564
Fax Mg, (313} J88-R9E0E

Tel: (213) 236-3775

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION! Or visif us @@ www. marfancoliegecalifonia. com




