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Press Secretary Cerge Remonde has 
announced Pres. Arroyo’s retraction 
from the said purchase.  The P1.2 Bil-
lion that was previously earmarked for 
Pres. Arroyo’s new ride will be utilized, 
instead, to fund the expansion of the government’s 
anti-hunger and poverty alleviation programs, 
Malacañang stated on August 17. (And thank heav-
ens for that!)

Remonde said that Pres. Arroyo “doesn’t want 
people to say that she was putting her needs ahead, 
although come to think of it, it’s her successor who 
would benefi t from it.” Should Filipinos even be 
compelled to thank Pres. Arroyo for such a wise 
and magnanimous act? 

Isn’t it enough that Pres. Arroyo’s declared net 
worth (based on her SALNs) has doubled, from 
P66.8 Million in 2001 to P143.54 Million in 2008?  
A $20,000 wedding anniversary dinner, though 
seemingly excessive, would hardly make a dent on 

the Arroyos’ wealth, that’s for sure.
And yet, even after it has been de-

cided that the solons who went with 
Pres. Arroyo will have to pay for ex-
penses incurred during their US trip, 

the audacious of them are only willing to foot the 
bill if they pay with taxpayers’ money. 

Pres. Arroyo and her cohorts from the govern-
ment should realize that governance is a social 
responsibility, not a privilege. After all, they are 
elected public servants, not monarchs to be af-
forded such a life of opulence. 

Being the chief executive of a republic, “a state 
in which the supreme power rests in the body of 
citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by repre-
sentatives chosen directly or indirectly by them,” 
Pres. Arroyo is not entitled to luxuries, and espe-
cially not, since more than half of the population 
she governs continue to live in meagerness. (AJ-
Press)

FINALLY, (it seems) we’re getting through to the government.
After being pummeled with never ending criticism and contention over 

the controversial $20,000 New York Le Cirque dinner that the fi rst couple 
and their 65 cohorts partook during their US trip, and the disclosure of yet 
another lavish $15,000 dinner in Bobby Van’s Steakhouse in Washington DC, 
Pres. Arroyo’s request for a brand new presidential jet is perhaps, the most 
preposterous proposition she’s ever made as president of a poverty-stricken 
country.

P R E S I D E N T 
Obama wants to 
extend school 
days? Politicians 
often write bills 
to extend school 
days. They do it because they 
think that, if there is more time 
spent on education,  kids will be 
more knowledgeable and less 
likely to drop out. The students 
will also tend not to forget what 
they learned before summer. But, 
students and teachers still get hit 
by some of the effects of extend-
ed school days.                   

Extended school days will fur-
ther mess up the payroll system 
for teachers and staff. The Los 
Angeles Unifi ed School District   
is in complete disarray when it 
comes to budget. They are run-
ning out of money faster than 
parents can say political corrup-
tion. Teachers and staff are feel-
ing underappreciated and under-
paid (Ruben 2008). With all these 
problems, it makes no sense in 
extending school days.

Additional school days will not 
guarantee that students will learn 
more. Just because you extend 

school days 
does not mean 
students will 
succeed. If 
students need 
help, they have 

teachers, parents, tutors, and 
peers (Cruz 2009). We need more 
programs that assist the students 
in their ability to succeed and not 
additional school days.

Another problem in extend-
ing school days is that students 
and teachers might not be able 
to cope with schedule changes. 
They could get stressed out from 
more work, less time to relax or 
socialize, and little sleep. Teach-
ers also will lose time with their 
families. The real problem is we 
will have to adapt more to ex-
tended school days.

Some politicians say that more 
school days would help put the 
United States ahead of other 
countries in the quality of educa-
tion (Edu 2009). Just because we 
add school days does not mean 
that the US will have a higher 
quality education system than 
other countries. Rather than add 
more hours or days of school why 

not improve the schools that are 
below the standards which the US 
has set? There  should be more 
tutoring programs for failing stu-
dents or have summer classes 
for schools that need improve-
ment.  But, the number of school 
days must be the same for higher 
quality schools. We also need to 
reduce the number of students in 
the classes so that the teachers 
can concentrate on the students 
more, if they are not so many.

In conclusion, extending 
school days would not guaran-
tee a solution to the problem of 
undereducated schools. It will 
create a greater risk of having 
overstressed students and teach-
ers. Instead of extending school 
days on all schools, try extending 
school days on failing schools. 
Because of the economic situa-
tion, there is still a budget crisis. 
Schools are running out of mon-
ey and need help. School days 
should defi nitely  not be extended 
in all the schools.

* * *
Jesse Koons, 13, is a transition freshman of 
Harbor Teacher Prep Academy at LA Harbor 
College in Wilmington, Ca.
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ESSAY
Jesse Koons

EDITORIAL

Why we should not 
extend school days

Jetsetters

ECONOMIC growth has 
been one of the few bright 
spots in the scandal-ridden 
administration of President 
Arroyo. But this achievement 
is vulnerable to external fac-
tors beyond the government’s control, such as 
volatile crude oil prices and the global fi nan-
cial meltdown. Both the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund expect the Phil-
ippine economy to contract this year, from its 
record high 7.3 percent real GDP growth in 
2007 and 4.5 percent last year.

Another factor also dampens positive eco-
nomic news: the benefi ts of economic growth 
are not being felt by the poor. Wealth distribu-
tion remains hugely inequitable. The failure to 
make the benefi ts trickle down to the grass-
roots was acknowledged by the government’s 
economic team about a year ago. Last week 
Finance Secretary Margarito Teves made the 
same observation, pointing out that the boom-
ing population meant smaller slices of the 
economic pie for everyone.

Though Teves was not making a direct pitch 
for family planning, which his boss the Presi-
dent refuses to promote, several quarters have 
long pointed out that the country’s economic 
growth cannot keep pace with the population 
boom. Despite sustained economic growth 
since 2001, up to 40 percent of Filipinos are 
estimated to be living below the poverty line. 

The global economic slow-
down will further hamper ef-
forts to alleviate poverty.

Dire scenarios could be 
averted with the continu-
ing strong remittances from 

millions of Filipinos working overseas. The 
Philippines has the third highest rate of remit-
tances in the world, making the local economy 
vulnerable to economic shocks in other coun-
tries. Services account for more than half of 
the country’s gross domestic production. But 
the news yesterday was encouraging for the 
government’s economic team, with the fi g-
ures showing that remittances in the fi rst six 
months of 2009 hit $8.5 billion, growing by 
3.3 percent from the previous year.

The dark side of this story is well known: 
those millions of Filipinos are working over-
seas for lack of better opportunities in their 
own country. People who cannot feel the ben-
efi ts of economic growth leave their loved 
ones behind to work abroad, even as servants. 
While their massive remittances contribute 
to economic growth, the country’s next set 
of leaders must work to create employment 
opportunities for Filipinos in their own land. 
And the next set of leaders must work harder 
so the benefi ts of economic growth will make 
a dent in the battle against poverty. (Philstar.
com)

TATAGALUGIN ko na nang makuha 
n’yo. Kahit na lingwaheng kanto lang 
ang alam kong Tagalog.

Tutal Buwan ng Wika naman ang 
Agosto. Baka sakali ’yung paboritong 
wika ni Balagtas ay makatulong sa 
pag-unawa n’yo dahil mukhang ’yung 
paboritong wika ni Shakespeare ay 
lampas sa IQ n’yo. Kung sa bagay, ang 
pinakamahirap gisingin ay ’yung nag-
tutulug-tulugan. Ang pinakamahirap 
padinggin ay ’yung nagbibingi-bingi-
han. Ang pinakamahirap paintindihin 
ay ’yung nagmamaangmaangan. Bue-
no, mahirap din paintindihin ’yung likas na tanga. 
Pero bahala na.

Sabi mo, Cerge Remonde, alangan naman 
pakanin ng hotdog ang amo mo. Bakit alangan? 
Hindi naman vegetarian ’yon. At public service 
nga ’yon, makakatulong dagdagan ng cholesterol 
at salitre ang dugong dumadaloy papuntang puso 
n’ya. Kung meron man s’yang dugo, kung meron 
man s’yang puso.

Bakit alangan? Malamang di ka nagbabasa ng 
balita, o di lang talaga nagbabasa, kung hindi ay 
nalaman mo ’yung ginawa ni Barack Obama at 
Joe Biden nitong nakaraang Mayo. Galing silang 
White House patungong Virginia nang magtakam 
sila pareho ng hamburger. Pina detour nila ang 
motorcade at tumuloy sa unang hamburgerang 
nakita nila. Ito ang Ray’s Hell Burger, isang maliit 
at independienteng hamburger joint.

Tumungo ang dalawa sa counter at sila mismo 
ang nag-order, hindi mga aides. Nagbayad sila 
ng cash na galing sa sariling bulsa at kagaya ng 

ibang customers ay pumila para sa 
turno nila.

Ito ay presidente at bise presidente 
ng pinakamakapangyarihang bansa 
sa buong mundo. Kung sa bagay, 
’yung amo n’yo ay hindi naman ta-
laga presidente. Di lang makita ang 
pagkakaiba ni Garci kay God kaya 
nasabing “God put me here.” Pekeng 
presidente, pekeng asal presidente.

Sabi mo, Anthony Golez, maliit 
lang ang P1 million dinner kumpara 
sa bilyon-bilyong pisong dinala ng 
amo mo sa bansa.

Ay kayo lang naman ang nagsasabing may 
inambag ang amo n’yo na bilyong-bilyong piso 
sa kaban ng bayan. Ni anino noon wala kaming 
nakita. Ang nakita lang namin ay yung bilyon-bi-
lyong piso – o borjer, ayon nga sa inyong dating 
kakosa na si Benjamin Abalos – na inaswang ng 
amo n’yo sa kaban ng bayan. Executive privilege 
daw ang hindi n’ya sagutin ito. Kailan pa naging 
pribilehiyo ng isang opisyal ang di managot sa ta-
umbayan? Kailan pa naging pribilehiyo ng isang 
opisyal ang magnakaw?

Maliit lang pala ang P1 million, ay bakit hindi 
n’yo na lang ibigay sa nagugutom? O doon sa mga 
sundalo sa Mindanao? Tama si Archbishop Oscar 
Cruz. Isipin n’yo kung gaano karaming botas man 
lang ang mabibili ng P1 million at karagdagang 
P750,000 na nilamon ng amo n’yo at mga taga 
bitbit ng kanyang maleta sa isa pang restawran 
sa New York.

Maliit lang pala ang P1 million (at P750,000), 
bakit hindi n’yo na lang ibigay doon sa pamilya 

ng mga sundalong namatay sa Mindanao? Mag-
kano ’yung gusto n’yong ibigay sa bawat isa? 
P20,000? Sa halagang iyan 50 sundalo na ang 
maaabuluyan n’yo sa $20,000. Pasalu-saludo pa 
’yang amo n’yo sa mga namatay na kala mo ay 
talagang may malasakit. Bumenta na ’yang dra-
mang ’yan. At pasabi-sabi pa ng “Annihilate the 
Abus!” Di ba noon pa n’ya ’yan pinangako? Ma-
hilig lang talagang mangako ’yang amo n’yo.

Bukod pa d’yan, saan ba nanggaling ’yung 
limpak-limpak na salapi ng mga kongresista na 
pinansisindi nila ng tabako? Di ba sa amin din? 
Tanong n’yo muna kung ayos lang na i-blowout 
namin ng wine at caviar ang amo n’yo habang 
kami ay nagdidildil ng asin – ’yung magaspang 
na klase ha, ’di yung iodized. Ang tindi n’yo, mga 
p’re.

At ikaw naman, Romulo Macalintal, tapang ng 
apog mo. Maiisip mo tuloy na sundin na lang ang 
mungkahi ni Dick the Butcher sa “Henry VI” ni 
Shakespeare: “First thing we do, let’s kill all the 
lawyers.” Pa ethics-ethics ka pa, pasalamat ka di 
nasunog ang bibig mo sa pagbigkas ng katagang 
’yon.

Marami mang sugapa rin sa aming mga taga 
media, di naman kasing sugapa n’yo. At di naman 
kami sineswelduhan ng taumbayan. Wala naman 
kaming problemang sumakay sa PAL at kailan-
gan pang bumili ng P1.2 billion jet. Anong sabi 
n’yo, kailangan ng amo n’yo sa pabyahe-byahe? 
E sino naman ang may sabing magbabyahe s’ya? 
Ngayon pang paalis na s’ya – malinaw na ayaw 
n’yang umalis. Bakit hindi na lang s’ya bumili ng 
Matchbox na eroplano? Kasya naman s’ya ro’n.

Lalo kayong nagpupumiglas, lalo lang kayong 
lumulubog sa kumunoy. Di n’yo malulusutan ang 
bulilyasong ginawa n’yo. Para n’yo na ring ina-
gaw ang isinusubong kanin ng isang batang na-
gugutom. Tama si Obama at Biden: Sa panahon 
ng recession, kung saan nakalugmok ang mga 
Amerikano sa hirap, dapat makiramay ang mga 
pinuno sa taumbayan, di nagpapakapariwara. Sa 
panahon ng kagutuman, na matagal nang kala-
gayan ng Pinoy, at lalo pang tumindi sa paghagu-
pit ng Typhoon Gloria, dapat siguro uminom na 
lang kayo ng insecticide. Gawin n’yo ’yan at ma-
papawi kaagad ang kagutuman ng bayan.

Sa bandang huli, buti na rin lang at ginawa n’yo 
’yung magpasasa sa P1 million dinner habang 
lupaypay ang bayan sa kagutuman – di lang sa 
kawalan ng pagkain kundi sa iba pang bagay—at 
pagdadalamhati sa yumaong Ina ng Bayan. Binig-
yan n’yo ng mukha ang katakawan. Katakawang 
walang kabusugan. Mukhang di nakita ng masa 
sa usaping NBN, mukhang di nakikita ng masa sa 
usaping SAL. Mukhang nakita lang ng masa dito 
sa ginawa n’yong ito. Sa pagpapabondat sa New 
York habang naghihinagpis ang bayan.

At buti na rin lang mayroon tayong sariling 
wika. Di sapat ang Inggles para iparamdam sa 
inyo ang suklam na nararamdaman namin sa 
inyo. Di sapat ang Inggles para ipakita sa inyo 
ang pagkamuhi na nararamdaman namin sa inyo. 
Di maarok ng Inggles ang lalim ng poot na nara-
ramdaman namin sa inyo.

Isinusuka na kayo ng taumbayan, mahirap man 
sumuka ang gutom.

May araw din kayo. (Inquirer.net)

THERES THE RUB
Conrado de Quiros

May araw din kayo

Waiting for the 
benefi ts of growth
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