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‘Nothing more to say on ZTE’

by PAoLo RomERO
Philstar.com

MANILA - President Arroyo and First Gentle-
man Jose Miguel Arroyo have nothing more to
say regarding the scrapped $329-million national
broadband network (NBN) contract with ZTE
Corp. of China as the Senate resumes hearings
on September 1 on the botched deal, officials said
on August 31.

Deputy presidential spokesman Anthony Golez
issued the statement as Sen. Richard Gordon,
chairman of the Senate Blue Ribbon committee,
called on the First Couple to shed light on their
role in the deal that Mrs. Arroyo ordered can-
celled in October 2007.

“First of all, there is nothing more the President
and the First Gentleman will explain because, as
a matter of fact, the President canceled this con-
tract,” Golez told a news briefing.

He said while he respects the independence of
the Senate and the call of Gordon, nothing new is
expected to come out of the inquiry as the issue
had been exhaustively tackled in 2007.

“With regard to the merits of the case, I think
it has been exhaustively answered. The questions
were exhaustively answered already. In 2007,
this (hearings) already came out and it was called
a telenovela. For every telenovela, usually there
is a break and there is season two. The problem
with this season 2, if the story remains the same,
itis called a replay,” Golez said.

He, however, could not comment on Gordon’s
statement that the First Couple should clarify their

reported golf game with ZTE officials in China.

He said Mrs. Arroyo, by nature of her position,
meets with many people. He said if there would
be malice imputed in the golf game, the conclu-
sion would be that the First Couple was involved
in the alleged anomaly.

Explain golf game in China

Gordon earlier said the First Couple must ex-
plain their presence at the ZTE main office in Chi-
na at the height of the controversy surrounding
the contract in 2006, adding that the President
and her husband should be cited for impropriety
or possible violation of ethical conduct.

Gordon said the Arroyos went to the Shenzhen
Golf Club in China, even played golf and had
lunch with ZTE officials on Nov. 2, 2006. A scan-
dal erupted later, with reports alleging that the
award of the NBN contract was being rigged to
favor several individuals, Gordon said.

Gordon said the President should explain her
meeting with ZTE officials at a time when there
were supposed efforts by the camps of the son of
former House speaker Jose de Venecia and for-
mer Commission on Elections chairman Benjamin
Abalos to corner the multimillion-dollar deal.

“Well, if you are the President and there is a
big contract, you should not be playing golf with
those who are pushing the contract. You should
not dine with them. That is where the doubts
arise,” he pointed out.

Gordon explained the Senate is not looking for
the criminal aspect of the issue but to point out
indications of unethical conduct on the part of the
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PAINT YOUR CAR
NOW AND GET
15% OFF!

Friends and neighbors, it is our pleasure to

offer you our special employee discount of 15%

off the total price of an Earl Scheib premium
paint job. Please stop by your closest location
or call for an appointment and see what our
certified paint specialists can do for you.
Offer expires 9/5.

Jose DelLeon,
Store Manager
GLENDALE

4451 San Fernando Rd.
Glendale, CA 91204
(818) 246-4484

Trucks, vans, sport/utility vehicles and some colors slightly higher.

=Scheib

AUTO*PAINT*BODY *SINCE 1937

earlscheib.com

800.NEW.EARL

EXCLUDES Pearls, Starfires, Factory Paint, Bodywork, Replacement Parts and Prep. PLEASE MENTION THIS AD AT TIME OF ESTIMATE FOR DISCOUNT.

Experience the Royal Pampering
Reverse Aging, Control Acne, Designed for Men and Women

160

Year

Anniversary

Blow Out!

Cvance Aesthefic

Skin Care Clinic
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anti-aging solutions
and looks years yvounger

HOUSE SPECIAL
Marharlika Facial

lhr. Swedish Massage
2hr of Pampering

and relaxation

Classic Corrective Facial

| medical-grade facial
| customized just for }'uu
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SKIN CARE
GANDI VILLAREAL

Licensed Aesthetician

1250 Glenlabe Avenue, Ste. A
Glendale, CA 91305
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ORANGE COUNTY
530 Brookharst Sireet, Ste, 124
Anaheim, CA 928010
T14.758. 9509

ys 10% off all Services and Products

Need Medicare coverage? We may have the plan for you.

Are you on a fixed or limited income?

Have you recently become eligible for Medicare?

Do you need help paying some of your health care costs?

Do you have a chronic or disabling condition?

Have you recently moved to a new area?

Did you answer “yes” to any of these questions? You may be able to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan

from SecureHorizons® or Evercare®

Discover the benefits for yourself. Call today to attend an informational meeting on Medicare Advantage

plans from SecureHorizons and Evercare.

1-877-346-7003, TTY 711
8 a.m.-8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

0 www.SecureHorizons.com

Meetings:

Sept. 8, 10 a.m.
Marie Callender’s
7860 Florence Ave.
Downey, 90240

Sept. 14,2 p.m.

Carrows

1638 W. Redondo Beach Blvd.
Gardena, 90247

SecureHorizons® |

by UnitedHealthcare

Live Secure. Be Secure!

Sept. 9, 10 a.m.

Sept. 9, 10:30 a.m.

Sept. 11, 10 a.m.

Mimi’s Cafe Marie Callender’s Mimi’s Cafe

6670 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 11324 National Blvd. 15436 E. Whittier Blvd.
Long Beach, 90803 Los Angeles, 90064 Whittier, 90603

Sept. 14, 2:30 p.m. Sept. 15, 10 a.m. Sept. 16, 10 a.m.

IHOP Carrows Mimi’s Cafe

1880 W. Slauson Ave. 19011 Bloomfield Ave. 6670 E. Pacific Coast Hwy.
Los Angeles, 90047 Cerritos, 90703 Long Beach, 90803

&> Evercare

by UnitedHealthcare

A UnitedHealthcare” Medicare Solution

A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call

1-877-346-7003, TTY 711.

SecureHorizons® Medicare Advantage plans are offered by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company and its affiliated companies, Medicare
Advantage Organizations with a Medicare contract.

Evercare® Medicare Advantage plans are offered by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company and its affiliated companies, Medicare Advantage
Organizations with a Medicare contract. Evercare® Medicare Advantage plans are special needs plans available to all people meeting certain
eligibility requirements, such as having both medical assistance from the state and Medicare, living in a contracted nursing home, or having a

qualifying chronic care condition.
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