
(213) 250-9797  • http://www.asianjournal.com � LA WEEKEND ASIAN JOURNAL • SEPTEMBER 5-8, 2009 A17Dateline PHILIPPINES

proval and trust ratings of Pres. 
Arroyo (+9 to +14 percentage 
points) in the Visayas between 
May and August 2009.

However, approval and trust 
ratings dropped in the rest of 
Luzon, Mindanao, and the poor-
est Class E (-7 to -11 percentage 
points).

As for the disapproval and 
distrust ratings, double-digit de-
clines occurred in the Visayas 
and Class ABC (-12 to -20 per-
centage points).

Pulse Asia said public indeci-
sion toward presidential perfor-
mance is more pronounced now 
than in May 2009 in the rest of 
Luzon and Classes ABC and E 
(+9 to +11 percentage points).

The levels of public ambiva-
lence or uncertainty on the mat-
ter of trusting or distrusting the 
President also went up in the rest 
of Luzon, Mindanao, and all so-
cio-economic groupings (+9 to 
+18 percentage points.)

Pulse Asia also asked the re-
spondents to assess the Presi-
dent’s work from 2004 to pres-
ent.

“Using a 100-point grading 
scale, where the passing mark is 
75 percent, the median rating of 
the President on five of seven na-
tional concerns is barely passing 
(75 percent),” it said.

“Her median rating in the area 

of strengthening the relations of 
the Philippines with other coun-
tries is relatively good (80 per-
cent). However, the President 
failed (70 percent) in reducing 
the poverty of many Filipinos,” 
Pulse Asia said.

The President also received 
a passing grade in the manage-
ment of the economy (75 per-
cent), strengthening political 
institutions such as the electoral 
systems and relations between 
branches of government (75 
percent), increasing peace in 
the country (75 percent), ensur-
ing the delivery of basic services 
such as healthcare, education 
and low cost housing to Filipinos 
in need (75 percent); and enforc-
ing the law on influential as well 
as ordinary people (75 percent).

Pulse Asia said that using an 
alternative measure, the simple 
average or mean, the President 
obtained a failing mark on all 
seven concerns, ranging from 60 
percent for her anti-poverty ef-
forts to 73 percent for her initia-
tives to strengthen the country’s 
foreign relations.

The survey has a plus or minus 
two percentage points error mar-
gin at the 95-percent confidence 
level.

Pulse Asia said among the ma-
jor developments immediately 
prior to and during the conduct 
of the interviews for this sur-
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ZAMBOANGA CITY – Sena-
tor Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino 
III said Thursday he would seek 
the help of his mother’s spiritu-
al adviser as he admitted being 
in a dilemma on whether or not 
to run for President in 2010.

Aquino said his meeting with 
Sister Agnes Guillen of the 
Carmelite Sisters here would 
be brief but it might help him 
reach a decision.

“I will ask for advice, a point 
of view, perspective to resolve 
conflicts with respect to the 
peace of mind I want to give 
my sisters,” Aquino said in a 
mixture of English and Filipino. 
“She is a family friend and like 
a mother and I will also say 
thank you.”

He said Sister Agnes was also 
a very close friend of the Aqui-
no family.

“We value her wisdom, but 
at the end of the day it’s my 
decision,” added Aquino, who 
arrived here from Davao City 
Thursday afternoon.

Aquino’s younger sister, Kris, 
told her television audience 
Wednesday night that the nun 
her brother was going to seek 
advice from had helped her and 
her sisters come to terms with 

Aquino to seek counsel 
from nun, friends

by Julie Alipala and 
Dennis Jay Santos

Inquirer.net

their mother’s terminal illness.
Aquino said he would be 

meeting Guillen and the Car-
melite Sisters on Friday morn-
ing and that he would be spend-
ing the night at the Garden 
Orchid Hotel here.

Earlier in Davao City, Aquino 
said the prodding of his sup-
porters and the decision of Sen-
ator Manuel Roxas to make way 
for his presidential bid had not 
helped him decide yet.

He said he was weighing and 
evaluating things and seeking 
advice from various sources 
before making a decision about 
going for the presidency.

Part of the processing, Aquino 
said, was meeting with support-
ers and friends such as Mayor 
Rodrigo Duterte and business-
man Jesus Ayala.

He said Ayala told him during 
their meeting Thursday to go 
on with the fight.

“I told him that I am in the 
process of taking my decision 
and that I will duly inform him 
whatever decision I will take,” 
Aquino told reporters during 
a press conference at Ayala’s 
residence in Davao City.

Aquino said whatever his de-
cision will be, he will also take 
into consideration his siblings’ 
feelings and concerns.

“I am actually divided and my 
siblings are divided,” he said.

Aquino also said he never 
thought about running for the 
highest office of the land.

“There were many calls 
and you wonder at this stage, 
whether you are on the verge 
of what you call ‘to continue 
the fight’,” he said.

Aquino said the suggestions 
for him to run had come in dif-
ferent forms but he could not 
readily agree to them.

“Some would try to convince 
me, but there would also be 
people, who would ask for pity. 
There is also one, who said 
to me, ‘Pambihira ka naman, 
pag hindi ka tumakbo pagmu-
multuhin ka ng tatay at nanay 
mo’,” he recounted.

Aquino said that in his meet-
ings with Roxas, the latter 
repeatedly told him that the 
“torch has been passed on 
from your dad, to your mom 
and then to you.”

He said he told Roxas that 
“there is a way to pass the 
torch to someone who is pre-
pared,” to which Roxas re-
plied, “Medyo malayo na pasa 
na ‘yon (That’s a long pass),” 
adding that “this can be chan-
neled or utilized to advance the 
cause to make it happen rather 
than delay it.”

“My interest cannot out-
weigh the greater good,” Aqui-
no quoted Roxas as saying. n

UNCERTAIN. Sen. Benigno ‘Noynoy’ Aquino III, the only son of the late former President Corazon ‘Cory’ Aquino, answers questions during a news 
conference Wednesday, Sept. 2, at Mandaluyong City, where he held back his announcement to run for president in next year’s presidential 
elections following the withdrawal from the race of Sen. Manuel Roxas, the standard bearer of the opposition Liberal Party. 
� AP Photo by Bullit Marquez

Four out of 10 Pinoys distrust…
vey were the death of former 
President Corazon Aquino, the 
last State of the Nation Address 
(SONA) of Pres. Arroyo, and the 
President’s latest visit to the 
United States; the unexplained 
growth in the President’s wealth 
since assuming the presidency 
in 2001. n
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