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MANILA – The militant gov-
ernment workers organization 
Courage on September 10 filed 
graft charges against Pampanga 
Rep. Juan Miguel “Mikey” Ar-
royo before the Ombudsman 
urging an investigation into his 
alleged unexplained wealth.

In a six-page complaint, Cour-

age asked the Ombudsman to 
probe the presidential son’s 
failure to declare the P6 City, 
California in his Statements of 
Assets and Liabilities and Net 
Worth (SALNs).

The group cited news reports 
in calling for the Ombudsman 
to investigate how Arroyo’s net 
worth increased from P76.9 mil-
lion in 2005 to P99.2 million in 
2008.

Courage noted a media inter-
view where Arroyo was quoted 
as saying that his money came 
from wedding gifts and cam-
paign contributions from the 
last elections.

Courage president Ferdinand 
Gaite claimed Arroyo violated 
Republic Act 6713, or The Code 
of Conduct and Ethical Stan-
dards for Public Officials and 
Employees.

Gaite said Arroyo is mandated 
under the law to “lead a modest 
life appropriate to his position 
and income” and is not sup-
posed to “indulge in extravagant 
or ostentatious display of wealth 
in any form.”

He said Arroyo, as a public of-
ficial, also has the obligation to 
submit his SALN declarations 
under oath reflecting all his as-
sets, liabilities, net worth and 
financial and business interests, 
including those of their spouses 
and unmarried children less 
than 18 years of age living in 
their households.

Gaite also claimed Arroyo vio-
lated the Omnibus Election Code 
which prohibits the acceptance 
of electoral contributions.

Gaite said Arroyo failed to 
declare and submit before the 
Commission on Elections (Com-
elec) a detailed statement of his 
campaign contributions and ex-
penditures 30 days after election 
as mandated by law.

Assistant Ombudsman Jose 
de Jesus Jr. said the complaint 
would be evaluated to find if suf-
ficient basis exists to warrant an 
investigation.

De Jesus, however, pointed 
out the Office of the Ombuds-
man does not have the authority 
to suspend a lawmaker pending 
investigation of the charges.

De Jesus explained the power 
to suspend a legislator belongs 
to Congress or the legislative 
branch of the government. n
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