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Lacson: Estrada, Palace want me in jail

by MicHAEL Lim UBAc

Inquirer.net

MANILA - Citing “Opera-
tion Delta,” Sen. Panfilo Lacson
Tuesday asserted that former
President Joseph Estrada had
the “motive” to order the killing
of publicist Salvador “Bubby”
Dacer and his driver Emmanuel
Corbito in 2000.

In a privilege speech titled
“Prosecution or Persecution,”
Lacson maintained his inno-
cence even as he pointed to

Malacanang as the unseen hand
that was orchestrating the al-
leged fabrication of testimonies
in a desperate effort to put him
behind bars.

“This administration and its
cohorts will stop at nothing to
deliver misery at my front door,”
he said.

‘Scheming minions’

“Behind it all are scheming
minions of the Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo administration and
lately joined by the very same
person who, along with this
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representation and four or five
other personalities, were named
by former Police Senior Supt.
Cezar Mancao in his open court
testimony last Sept. 3, 2009,” he
added.

Lacson identified the person
as former President Joseph Ejer-
cito-Estrada.

“In his informal talks with
some of our common friends,
he would maliciously albeit with
feigned ignorance ask, ‘What
makes Ping angry with Dacer,’
or ‘Why is Ping mad at Bubby
Dacer?’” Lacson said.

“He should ask himself these
questions and I'm sure he knows
the answers to them,” the sena-
tor said.

Lacson blasted Estrada for the
“temerity” to issue a press state-
ment attributing to him the su-
pervision of “Operation Delta,”
which Mancao had said was de-
signed to “neutralize Dacer.”

Lacson said he knew nothing
about the operation and learned
about it through recent newspa-
per reports.

Following the arrest and ex-
tradition of Mancao and Glen
Dumlao, the media have been
following this story like a tele-
novela, according to Lacson.

Dumlao’s affidavit

Former police officers Man-
cao, Dumlao and Michael Ray
Aquino had worked with Lacson
while he was head of the now
defunct Presidential Anti-Or-
ganized Crime Task Force (PA-
OCTF) and later on as chief of
the Philippine National Police.

Why Mancao (now a state
witness) had decided to sign
his Feb. 14, 2009, affidavit — in
which he overheard Lacson and
Aquino allegedly talking about
the plan to kill Dacer — “is a mat-
ter between him and God,” Lac-
son said.

In Mancao’s court testimony
and Dumlao’s sworn affidavit,
the two narrated that in the early
part of October 2000, they went
to the office of then Senior Su-
perintendent Aquino to ask him
what the so-called “Operation
Delta” was all about.

Lacson then lifted excerpts
from that supposed conversa-
tion as narrated by Dumlao in
his first and handwritten sworn
affidavit.

“When we reached the office
of Police Superintendent Aquino,
Police Superintendent Mancao
asked: ‘Noy, what is this special
operation? Police Superinten-
dent Aquino answered: ‘It’s for
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