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DATELINE PHILIPPINES
GMA returns with 121 OFWs

by Rupy SAaNTOS
Philstar.com

MANILA - President Arroyo
arrived home from a three-na-
tion tour on September 24 with
some 121 distressed overseas
Filipino workers (OFWs) who
were stranded in Saudi Arabia.

Pres. Arroyo brought the
OFWs back with her after repre-
sentations from the Saudi Arabi-
an government to repatriate the
distressed Filipino workers.

The Overseas Workers” Wel-
fare Administration (OWWA)
finalized the arrangements for
the immediate repatriation of
the stranded workers during the
President’s visit to Saudi Ara-
bia.

Pres. Arroyo tasked Labor
Secretary Marianito Roque to
expedite the processing of travel
documents of the stranded Fili-
pino workers.

Roque said the Philippine
Overseas Labor Office (POLO)
staff in Riyadh is also working to
expedite the exit documentation
of the remaining stranded work-
ers who have camped out under
Jeddah’s Kandara bridge.

Earlier, 97 of these workers
were brought home.

OWWA administrator Carmel-
ita Dimzon said OWWA has been
advancing plane fares and pay-
ing the penalties of the stranded
workers for immigration and
breach of contract violations.

Dimzon said the Saudi gov-
ernment would allow migrant
workers to leave only if they can
show an exit permit from their
employers.

“OWWA is quick when it
comes to bringing our workers

Filipino migrant workers.

President Arroyo expressed
her concern over the plight of
Filipino workers stranded in
other countries, notwithstand-
ing the travel ban on high-risk
countries such as Iraq, Jordan
and Afghanistan.

Aside from safety risks, some
Filipino workers still try their

luck in getting employment in
the three countries amid reports
of underpayment of wages, al-
leged maltreatment and exploi-
tation of many household ser-
vice workers.

Regarding the reported in-
crease in the number of run-
aways in the Middle East, Dim-
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EXPERIENCING
PROBLEMS AT WORK?

e OWED WAGES?

¢ [NJURED AT WORK?

o DENIED UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS?
Whether you are documented or
undocumented worker in California, you
have rights protected by state laws. Rights

that guarantees payment of wages for work
performed & injuries acquired at work.

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE!

Call us for free consultation!

310-446-1414
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PRACTICE AREAS:
IMMIGRATION LAW * FAMILY LAW
« BANKRUPTCY CHAFTER 7

Attorney Rhea V. Samson

jurs Doclor, Menea de Manila Unisersity
Author, “Working With Labor Laws.” Published by Atoneo Press and University of Hirsail Press
Fosmas Professar, Alenea da Manila University

mere (21.3) 249-1605

info@samsonfawcorp.com rheasamsonlaw@gmail.com

FREE INITIAL OFFICE CONSULTATION

Atty. Sameon spacializes in business immigraticn, particulary the temporany worker
{H}, intra-company transfer (L} and investor (E) visa classifications. She obtains im-
migrant visas for nationally and internationally acclaimed artists through extragrd|-
nary abdity visas (EB1). She also obtains employment-based immigrant visas for ex:

home, to spare them from fur-
ther distress. Our OWWA wel-
fare officers can get the plane
bookings fast but what slows
down repatriation is the non-
cooperation of some employers
to sign no-objection clearances
needed to issue their exit visas,”
Dimzon said.

Dimzon stressed the agency
does not distinguish between
OWWA members and non-mem-
bers when it comes to extending
airport assistance services, fa-
cilitation of immigration clear-
ances, and providing temporary
accommodation and domestic
transportation, legal assistance
and reintegration services to

ecutives and multi-national managers (EBL), advanced degres holders (EB2), pro-
fessbonals and skilled workers (EB3), and healthcare workers (Schadule 4}, Ms
Sameon has also been suctessful in obtaining mmigrant visas for clients under
VAWA (Violence Againat Wemen Act). Ma. Samson handles family-based immigrant
vizas, including flanceis) visas, and nonimmigrant applications. particularly visitor
{B1/B82) and student {F) visa classifications. Her othar responsibilities incheds immd-
igration cases involving deportation/removal defenses and asylum cases. Ms.
Samson also practices family law cases, including divorce, child custody and child
supporl. Ms. Samson is a member of the State Bar of California, the American Im-
migration Lawyers Association and the Beverly Hills Bar Association.
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EE RVICES OFFERED:
Unpaid Wages & * Wrongful Termination
Overtime .
Workers Compensation

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT SOLUTION

10850 Wilshire Blvd., m

STOP FORECLOSURE!

Email; salehjosephson@yahoo.com
Lower your interest rates and mortgage principal
Refinance your adjustable rate loans

Discamination
Reataliation

www.samsonlawcorp.com
3550 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1765, Los Angeles, CA 20010
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your bank and conduct loan 8 A S S O Ciate S
modification. No adverse

impact in your credit score. : R

ﬁ"ﬁe can also do
Bankruptcy Chapter 7
(totally discharge all debts
and stop harassing
collection calls) and Chapter
13 (Lien strip junior liens to
nothing).

We will negotiate with

Looking for Alternatives?
We Offer Solutions for
difficult cases.

We provide you with unique
Immigration options.

‘WE ARE PROUD TO OFEER PERMANENT
RESIDENCY TO CANADA IN 1 YEAR!
« ALBERTA H1B PROGRAM
« FEDERAL SKILLED WORKER
4 NO JOB OFFER NECESSARY!"

+
WE PROVIDE:
* Removal/ Deportation defense

* High Success rate with Immigrant and
non=Immigrant waivers

» Intercompany Transfer Visa (L-1A and L-1B)
s Difficult H1B and other Professional Visas
* Investment based immigration

# | abor Certification and non-Labor Certification
Green Cards

= Family Immigration

# Consular Processing in All Major Consulates with
emphasis in Manila.

* And All Other Canadian & US Immigration

DARREM B. S1LVER. ESC),

FRIMCIFAL ATTORMEY
FORMTE LSCRS OFF PCER

E'WE can also settle your

credit card debts, medical
liens, and other debis

Afty. Gena W Choe

without filing for bankruptcy.

Call us if:
*You are behind on your
mortzage payment
*Your home value is lower than
what you owe
*You are struggling o keep your
home
*You have too miich debt

PARLIIEER SIMGH, ESCL
RARRISTIR & SOLCTTOR ATTORNEY
LICERSED CANADIAMN & LS ATTORNEY

————

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

(213) 639-3888

Please call Ms. Cielo Gulateo (LLB.) for inguines about loan
modificanon and bankruptcy. You may also e-mail her at
Cielofchoicelaw.org.

LAW OFFICES OF GENE W. CHOE, A.P.C.

3690 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 720, Los Angeles, CA 90010
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AMIBAL F. SANCHEZ E:‘i‘.L
ATTORMEY LICESSID DR
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SOLITHERSE A
SUPER LAWYERS RISING STAR 2009

WE CAN SPEAK TAGALOG, KOREAN,
HINDI, PUNJABI & URDU

SPANISH,

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

213.384.1900

Fax: 213.384.8285 . Toll Free: 1.800.971.7013
3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA 90010

|nfn@da rrensilver.com

Visit our website and sign up for our Newsletter to learn
about latest news in immigration www.darrensilver.com
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