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UN, which I am sure as an in-
ternational organization of long 
standing is not unfamiliar with 
dangers like that (aid misuse),” 
Olivar told a news briefing.

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita earlier said the use of all 
foreign and local donations for 
relief and rehabilitation work in 

the aftermath of two destructive 
storms would be transparent 
and fully accounted.

He said there would be a 
mechanism to ensure transpar-
ency in the use of such dona-
tions.

The Commission on Audit 
could look into the disburse-
ments once the relief and re-

habilitation work is completed, 
said Ermita.

Olivar said that critics of the 
administration’s relief and reha-
bilitation operations are usually 
the people who have not given 
any donation to the typhoon vic-
tims.

“I would like to add that peo-
ple who already speak against 
the possibility of something like 
that (aid misuse) happening, 
even before it happens, are not 
very different from people who 
shout fire in a crowded theater,” 
Olivar said.

“Very often, the adverse reac-
tion that they (critics) create is 
worse than what they say they 
are trying to avert or prevent,” 
he said.

Olivar said the current situa-
tion calls for all Filipinos to unite 
to allow the nation to recover 
from the calamity.

More foreign aid pours in
Germany has provided an ad-

ditional 800,000 euros (approxi-
mately P55 million) in humani-
tarian aid for typhoon victims.

Ambassador Christian-Lud-
wig Weber-Lortsch announced 
on October 19 that the Federal 
Government of Germany has 
decided to provide additional 
800,000 euros in aid to the vic-
tims of Ondoy and Pepeng.

The latest contribution brought 
to 1.3 million euros (roughly P90 
million) the total aid of Germany 
to the Philippines.

Philippine Ambassador to Ire-
land Ariel Abadilla expressed 
appreciation to the Irish govern-
ment, as well as to the Filipino 
community, for their continued 
efforts to support the relief and 
rehabilitation of affected com-
munities in the Philippines.

He expressed gratitude to the 
Irish government for allocating 
350,000 euros recently for the 
typhoon victims.

In announcing the relief assis-
tance, Minister of State for Over-
seas Development Peter Power 
said that he is directing the Irish 
government’s support to those 
agencies/organizations working 
closely with children, as they 
are the most severely affected by 
these types of disasters.

Various Filipino community 
groups and individuals have also 
been actively organizing fund-
raising activities.

Palace vows transparency in use…
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