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A HEALTHY
BEAUTIFUL
SM ".E everytime at the

Your search for a good family dentist is over.
% ™

TOTAL FAMILY DENTAL CARE - Provided by a caring and friendly staff trained to provide YOU and

your family with a personal touch,

YOLR COMFORT 15 OLR CONCERN - Sinfe anciend tmes, denlistry has been nearly symomymnous

with pain. Mow there s new hope for the fearful. Computers and other high-tech tools are working

iogether io make pain obsolete at the Fermandez Family Dentistry offices.

FULL SERVICE FACILITY - With our lab on premises, your family's dendal needs can all be trealed

undér one roof. Everything from Guem Treatment (o Tooth Repairs, Ceaning, Bleaching, Bonding.

Vierseers and Dentures. Everything to make you look and fesl grest.

STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLDGY - Qur staff is continually learning and updating their skills io

prowide care for your denfal nesds.

LOTS OF WAYS TO PAY- Everyone ¢an afford care, Regular malntenande 5 not costly. We make

every effort to accept most Insurance plans and It's simple because we do all the papenwark for you!

EMERGEMNCIES = Your pain Is our concern. Dental emengendes recehve quidk attention. We're on call
"-,.H' houwrs a day, T days a weel. STOP YOUR SUFFERING NOW and call us. J
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Dr. Teresita Fernandez

Dr. Reynaldo Fernandez

If you have questions or would like to make an appointment for you or one
of your family members, then call one of the offices most convenient for you.

1131 W. 5an Bernarding Road
COVINA

B6E0 W, Sunset Blvd., Suite "K”
LOS ANGELES

\_LOCHTIONS /' (323) 467-5717
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No offer for Escudero to join Lakas...
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Escudero didn’t rate well in
surveys for “presidentiables”
but fared better in polls for vice
president.

Meeting with Danding

NPC sources said Escudero
met with Cojuangco before he
announced his decision but it
was actually San Miguel Corp.
president and chief operating of-
ficer Ramon Ang who had been
blocking the release of funds for
Escudero’s presidential cam-
paign. Cojuangco is chairman
of SMC while Ang is also Petron
Corp.’s chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer.

The sources said Escudero
was offered only between P100
million and P200 million or way
below the P4 billion that experts
believe is needed to launch a
massive campaign.

But the sources could not say
whether Escudero caught the ire
of Ang for his refusal to vote in
favor of the Japan-Philippines
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment, which was ratified by the
Senate, last year.

SMC and a Japanese firm, Ki-
rin Holdings Co. Limited, are
partners.

Escudero earlier said on Pro-
files, an ABS-CBN late night
show featuring presidential can-
didates that Ang had requested
him to vote for the JPEPA but
that he declined.

Not for money

Escudero denied money was
a factor in his decision to bolt
NPC.

“The subject of financing was
never discussed, or was it ever an

issue within the party. My resig-
nation was a matter of principles
and conviction,” he said in an in-
terview on Umagang Kay Ganda
television program.

“I never prioritized money
in my career. I live in a simple
house with my simple family. I
didn’t dream of having money
when [ went into public service,”
he said.

Escudero’s camp said the sen-
ator had been in “conflict” with
the interests of many of the NPC
members.

In his speech last Wednesday,
Escudero was in a fighting mood
as he hit massive corruption. He
said reforms would be difficult to
carry out if the leadership is be-
holden to a party or groups with
vested interests.

Escudero is also known for his
opposition to the allocation of
pork barrel funds for lawmakers
saying the practice is one of the
principal causes of corruption.

NPC still in the race

Legarda said NPC is ready to
move on and field a presidential
candidate in 2010 after losing Es-
cudero.

She said NPC leaders and
members were considering vari-
ous options at the moment but
that she would definitely stay on
as the party’s vice presidential
bet.

“Why will my life depend
on someone who changed his
mind?” she asked.

She disclosed that some party
members had considered field-
ing her as their presidential can-
didate but that she had to decline
because she had already declared

Villar says competence...
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June next year.

“I will let justice take its
course,” he said.

“It is very important to say
that under our system, the judi-
ciary is not under the president.
The president is the head of the
executive branch. If people will
file cases against President Ar-
royo, then they will have to de-
fend themselves.

Villar also had his two-cents’
worth on corruption.

“When you talk about eradi-
cating corruption, it is very im-
portant to establish that you are
capable of doing it.

“Have you done anything in
the past that will show that you
are capable of doing something

“Because otherwise, it will
just become an empty platform,
an empty claim.”

Villar said a president aspi-
rant must have a game plan, not
just say that he or she will not
be corrupt, or he or she had not
been accused of anything.

“You must be explicit about
how exactly you're going to do
that. I can,” he said.

“Year one, month one, you
must show that your term will
not be characterized by corrup-
tion.”

Villar said as president, he
would promote transparency
in bidding and would allow the
public to scrutinize all public
documents.

her bid for the vice presidency
and would like to stand by it.

She said she had agreed to be
vice president of Escudero even
if she is older and more experi-
enced in politics.

Right now, she said, the NPC
is considering aligning with oth-
er parties or just allowing leaders
and members to separately pick
a presidential candidate to sup-
port but with her as vice presi-
dential bet.

“The NPC is solidly behind my
candidacy. We had an emergen-
cy meeting (on Wednesday) and
we boosted the morale (of one
another),” Legarda said.

She admitted that she and
many others didn’t have prior
knowledge of Escudero’s deci-
sion because he had talked about
it only with former Isabela gover-
nor and NPC chairman Faustino
Dy.

“I don’t know exactly what
happened. I am asking too. I
haven’t seen the shadow of any
presidential candidate, I haven’t
been talking to them personally,”
Legarda said.

Legarda said Escudero has
not even made clear if he’s run-
ning again and for what position
thus making it difficult to tell if
he would still get support from
some NPC members.

Partyless, hopeless

For Sen. Miriam Defensor-San-
tiago, it is “virtually impossible”
for an independent candidate to
win in a presidential election,
especially if fraud and cheating
exist.

“Even if all the necessary fac-
tors are present, there will be no
official party machinery to pre-
vent cheating,” Santiago told The
STAR in a telephone interview.

Santiago, who ran for presi-
dent in 1992 but lost to admin-
istration candidate Fidel Ramos
in what she described as fraud-
tainted elections, explained that
a party-less candidate can win a
Senate seat.

“I proved that during my first
term when I ran for senator as an
independent,” Santiago said.

For the presidency, Santiago
said an independent to be suc-
cessful “requires first, over-
whelming popularity.”

“This means the candidate
should place No. 1 or No. 2 in
the reputable national surveys. If
the independent candidate ranks
below No. 2, then he will be de-
feated by the sheer necessity of
going around the country per-

[ﬁZﬁ] 95?-3599 as difficult as eradicating cor- “Invite all investors,” he | sonally trying to reach 45 million
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Benefiting Underpriviledged Children in the Philippines

Saturday, November 7, 2009
6:00 pm Reception with Guest Entertainment
7:30 pm Dinner Program
Featuring an unforgettable gourmet tasting Hosted by Dinner Co-Chairs

menu crafted by the finest
Filipino American Chefs, Culinary
Artists & Restaurateurs of Los Angeles

Cecilia de Castro
Founder of the Academy of Culinary Education; Culinary Producer of the Emmy Award-
winmning WOLFGANG PUCK show & formerly of Spago
Andre Guerrero

Chef/Partner at Marché, Boho, Oinkster & Butter Tart restaurants;
MNamied Top Chef by LOS ANGELES TIMES Magazine

Carlito Jocson
Corporate Executive Chef & Partner/Ownier of Yardhouse Restaurants

Gary Menes
Execitive Chef/Partner ot Marche; Formerly of French Laundny,
Patina & Palate Food + Wine
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This special event will benefit Ayala Foundation USA {www.af-uso.org) -
will support the mast effective development prajects in the Philippines, focusing on areas where the need is greatest, especially in education.
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Leilani & Christina Raquel
At their private residence, the former Mary Pickford estate, historical
landmark #81, The Los Angetes Design House of 2003

To purchase tickets for r.he event,

Contact: Marivic Padilla (650) 598-3126

5300 per person + 5500 per couple

Original designs by Tomiko = Best Filipino floral artist of Los Angeles

giving children in the Philippines a brighter future. Charitable donations
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marivic@af-usa.org

Elegant casual attire
Al fresco dining

Contributions are tax-deductible

Space is limited




