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Political empowerment is still a treasure that eludes us as a community here in America. While we are the second largest Asian
American community in the United States, we have yet to harvest the power that comes from our numbers. The Voice of FilAmerica
features elected and appointed officials — regardless of political affiliation — in the different US states who are of Filipino ancestry.
As your Filipino American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have a responsibility towards
bringing political empowerment to fruition, especially for our future generations. It is our hope to have our voices heard all over
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MORE than 16 years ago, Filipino
Canadian Delano Europa became
the first Filipino appointed Justice
of the Peace in the Ontario Court of #¥
Justice in Canada. |

A former a municipal judge of So-
lano, Nueva Ecija, Philippines, Eu-
ropa appeared to have set his path
in his homeland. However, unfore-

He quit shortly after, worked sev-
eral odd jobs before finding a job
as a parking lot attendant in Toron-
to. Wanting a better life for himself
and his family, Europa tudied law
at the University of Toronto during
his free time and began bringing
language tapes — Chinese, Japa-
nese, French and German - while
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ALL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI

GRAND REUNION 2010

For High School Graduates from the:
Binalonan National High School
Binalonan High School
Juan G. Macareg National High School and
Holy Child Academy
To be held at the
FLAMINGO HOTEL AND CASINO

3555 LAS VEGAS BLVD. SOUTH
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109
TEL: 702 - 697 - 2533

FORMAL INVITATION AND RESERVATION FORM WILL FOLLOW
PLEASE RESERVE THE DATES

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2010
GRAND SOCIAL RECEPTION

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2010
GRAND GALA DINNER BALL AND RECOGNITION NIGHT

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL OR WRITE:

Jose Q. Javier - Amelia Garcia-Javier
COver-all Chairman / Coordinator
1247 S. Wenonah Ave. Berwyn, lllincis 60402 (USA)

708 -749-1253 /708 - 710 - 1253

from fulfilling that role.

seen circumstances prevented him

He left his municipal judge posi-
tion and moved to Canada with his
second wife where he started over.
Despite being educated at the San Beda College
of law and a former judge, in Canada he was
nothing. He started as a laborer at an asbestos
plant pushing drums inhaling chemicals that
caused him to prematurely age, according to a
profile story about him on the Business Mirror.
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parking cars.

In 1992, he saw an advertise-
ment in the Toronto Star for the
Justice of the Peace post.

He applied and became the first Filipino to be

As Justice of the Peace, he’s responsible for
criminal
meanors and other crimes committed by Cana-

all paid off.

post in Ontario.

cases including misde-

IMMIGRATION EDGE

ATtry. DANIEL HANLON

ON October 28, 2009, Presi-
dent Obama signed into law
amendments to the Immigration
& Nationality Act (INA) reversing
the longstanding rule that visa
petitions filed for relatives are
automatically revoked upon the
death of the Petitioner. The new
law will ameliorate the harsh,
unfair consequences resulting
to thousands of beneficiaries of
family and employment-based
visa petitions who have been
waiting for years for their pri-
ority dates to become current,
only to have their hopes dashed
by the untimely death of the Pe-
titioner before they could obtain
their green cards. The signing

New law: Visa petitions
survive the death
of the petitioner

of this new law could mark an
end to nearly 15 years of anti-
immigrant lawmaking and the
beginning of an era of “common
sense” fairness in new immigra-
tion legislation.

For decades, the rule was
simple: The Petition dies with
the Petitioner. The only way to
avoid application of that law was
through approval of a Request
for Humanitarian Reinstatement
with the office of the USCIS that
originally approved the petition.
Since the decision to grant such
a request was solely within the
discretion of the USCIS, these
applications were assigned a
very low priority within the US-
CIS offices, causing bereft Ben-
eficiaries of petitions filed by
recently deceased US Citizens
and Green card holders to suffer

inordinate delays and additional
anxiety while their fate lay in the
hands of a USCIS officer.

Under the new law, the rule is
completely reversed: The Peti-
tion survives the death of the Pe-
titioner. The only way this rule
does not apply is if the USCIS, in
its discretion, believes that the
revalidation of such a petition
would be “against the public in-
terest.” In the vast majority of
cases, the Beneficiaries of such
petitions are merely innocent
victims of long delays in visa
availability and the tragic loss of
their petitioning relative. The
new law removes the additional
penalty of losing any opportu-
nity to obtain lawful permanent
resident status to these already
suffering victims.
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The Christmas Concerto

CONDUCTED BY ROBERT SHRODER
JHERSAUENAGIVICRUDTTORTUM

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 6, 2009 - 3:00PM
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FOR EVENT SPONSORSHIPS, PLEASE CALL:

626-673-1513

AMIRAH LIMAYO
213.820.5248

ANDY TECSON
323.467.5096

ASIAN JOURNAL
213.250.9797

LARRY TIAMZON
626.512.5726 ' .

"APRIL TIAMZON
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Philippines!

balik

www balikbayangifts.com

closer to home...

Bring your love home through

oayongifts

Send them a gift...make them feel loved, make their day special by
sending a gift to your relatives. We deliver anytime, anywhere in the

With balikbayangifts.com, you are a step

Call our customer service hotline at

888-530-8934

www.balikbayangifts.com




