HANDOG NG FASO SA PASKO PRESENTS

Children’s Choir from
Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Our Lady of Loreto
and Blessed Sacrament
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Blessed Sacrament Choir
n the Philippines, Christmas is in the air when

you hear the beautiful sound of children singing

Christmas carols. There’s nothing like the joy that

fills your heart as you listen to little kids excit-
edly belting their hearts out, caroling from house to

house.

This Christmas in Los Angeles, Filipino Americans need not
go home to the Philippines to experience the merriment of the
holiday season, complete with children singing Christmas carols.
The Filipino American Symphony Orchestra (FASO) will have its
very own Christmas concert on Sunday, December 6, 5pm at
the Pasadena Civic Auditorium.

Dubbed Handog ng FASO sa PASKO, the Christmas concer-
to will celebrate the joyful spirit of Christmas as it is celebrated
back home in the Philippines. With its more than 60 members,
FASO will share its gift for Christmas with traditional Holiday
songs both in English and Tagalog. The event will not only
feature renowned soloists and a mixed Filipino chorale group;
it will also have a beautiful children’s choir to sing beloved
Christmas carols.

The children will come from different church choirs in LA-
from the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Our Lady of Loreto
Parish and Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. Their musical
director is much-acclaimed Filipino singer and musician Christo-
pher “Pete”Avendano.

Handog ng FASO sa PASKO will provide an opportunity to
gather the Filipino American community together in celebra-
tion of the Christmas season. This event will also mark the initial
Holiday concert of the Filipino-American Symphony Orchestra
(FASO), the ever-first Filipino symphony orchestra outside of the
Philippines . FASO is committed to increase the appreciation
and engagement of richly orchestrated symphony by allowing
others to find their Filipino identity through music and the arts.

For tickets, please contact (213)250-9797 or email faso@
asianjournalinc.com.
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off for charity in Manhattan and Greenwich, Connecticut.

Last October 2008, the Filipino-American Chamber of
Commerce of Orange County, California, presented its “Entre-
preneur of the Year in the Fashion Industry” award to Oliver.
Also, the Celebrity Chronicle awarded him its “Outstanding
Professional in the Field of Fashion Design” at its Achievement
Awards night in Glendale, California, July 2008.

Internationally, Oliver represented the Philippines in Indo-
nesia for Bali Fashion Week 2008, where he won first-prize for
a Carnivale parade outfit (voted by the attending international
press photographers), and his collection was chosen as the
finale for the last night's evening couture show. While in Bali,
he met the founder and president of Greener than Green - an
eco-friendly world advocate, a branch of Greenpeace, that aims
to promote and save unique natural and sustainable fabrics
and wovens such as mohair, cashmere, paper, cotton, linen and
camel hair - Gabrielle Christien and partner Christina Dean.
They invited him to present his collections which they found
truly amazing.

Oliver will show his pifia collection in Geneva on October 16
at the United Nations headquarters, in its third annual show and
designer award presentation called Eco Chic Geneva. Other
invited designers to this exciting show are Diane Von Fursten-
berg, Thakoon and John Rocha.

In January 2010 in Geneva, Switzerland, Oliver will repre-
sent the Philippines at the United Nation'’s Palais des Nations,
as part of EcoChic Geneva, an eco-friendly event to highlight
natural fibers.

"] will serve and promote our country'’s rich reserve of talent,
culture and savvy to the world’s retail and fashion stage,” said
Tolentino proudly.

“We have the most beautiful beaches in the world,” gushed
Oliver, “In my collection, you will see a lot of natural colors
inspired by the beach, including blues, sand and coral.”

Oliver shared that he never forgets his mother’s words to
him when he was just starting in business. “Mag-tiyaga ka ng

husto. Pagbutihan mo at alam ko, you will be successful in this
field. Humakbang ka ng mas malakas — don't be afraid to take
risks. That's what my mother used to say. Kaya naman, | keep
striving to do my best. | keep studying and learning. Mula pa
noong bata ako, | would immerse myself in self-study, deter-
mined to improve my craft and construction techniques. Rather
than go out and party, | would lock myself in the room and
experiment with new sewing techniques, create prototypes and
research the web for new trends,” recalled Hollywood's new
fashion sensation.

Bravo, Oliver Tolentino! You're truly brilliant and have made
us, your kababayans, truly proud! (AJPress)

atch Oliver Tolentino in the

Biggest Fashion LA Party on

November 7 at the Circus

Club, 6655 Sta Monica Blvd LA
CA 90038.

If you're a Fil-Am in LA, mark down Nov 7 on your
fashion calendar! At 8pm on Saturday, Oliver Tolentino will
present his much-talked about couture design collections
which was a smash hit during the LA Fashion Week .

Sharing the runway is another unstoppable Filipino
talent, Michael Luis Herrera or simply known as M. He
founded M the Movement, a couture house of global
luxury denim-based streetwear and accessories line for
men and women worn by big Hollywood names such as
Hillary Duff, Ashton Kutcher, Rapper Mos Def, Beyonce
Knowles, Nelly, Monica and even the Prince of Germany
Francisco Ortiz Von Bismarck.

Directed by Vic Perez, the show will also feature
another FilAm wonder talent, Carmela Leelin, with her
spectacular Body Paint designs.

For tickets, call Rhonda at (818) 522-2567 or Daisy at
(310) 408-2344. Don't miss this show and celebrate the
genius of our Filipino fashion designers. M





