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out but it will.  What is certain 
is that the tremendous run-up in 
real estate prices from 2001 till 
the last quarter of 2007 followed 
a steep curve and having reached 
its peak in 2007 will continue to 
fall over the next few years. It will 
be a buyers’ market.  It was an 
unprecedented phenomenon and 
few among government regulators 
and economists blew the whistle 
on the overheated real estate mar-
ket. There were short-term, hefty 
profits to be made at the time and 
everyone, individuals and institu-
tions, got in on the act, fueled by 
the human emotions of fear and 
greed. Over and over again in the 
last few centuries, FEAR AND 
GREED have driven the markets 
and these will continue to do so 
as long as our DNA wiring remains 
the same. And over and over 
again, as we move to recovery, the 
lessons will be forgotten. 

For things to normalize, experts 
say real estate prices must come 
down to a sustainable level. Banks 
have to go back to the basics in 
lending to only those that can truly 
afford it — what used to be a ratio 
of 22% to no more than 33% of 
gross income. Integrity and com-
mon sense among the captains of 
industry in the financial markets 
must reign supreme again. Gov-
ernment must back off, or at the 
very least, rethink and redraw its 
policy of socialized housing, which 
forced banks to lend to those who 
could not afford it thereby causing 
the subprime mortgage mess. 

For a consumer society, this 
downturn can have disastrous 
results.   If those who are able to 
influence this trend, do not have 
the courage and the moxie to 
undertake course correction im-
mediately, all dire predictions will 
become a self-fulfilling prophecy.

Or we can bank on the certainty 
that there is an ebb and flow, a 
night and day to life. There is the 

A season long...
principle of  “Horror Vacui” or that  
nature abhors a vacuum. There 
will be a new season that will 
come out of this, perhaps on the 
proviso, that we learn something 
from this.

1. Piolo Pascual - A 
leading man through 
and through. This 
enigmatic, charming, 
handsome and talent-
ed actor is in a league 
of his own. He has 
the entire package 
-- a sensitive actor, a 
good-mannered gen-

tleman and a spiritual person. He’s multi-
faceted and well-balanced. For his adoring 
fans, he can do no wrong. He chooses 
good roles and projects; a credible and in-
demand product endorser. He’s very well 
respected and sought after in the industry. 

A S A fol low-
up to the 10 
Most Beautiful 

Celebrity Moms count-
down, I’m excited to 
present another list that 
has the ingredients to 
make hearts of girls and 
gays flutter.

By Monet Lu

RP’s 10 Most Beautiful Young Men
He is one of those who most likely will achieve 
legendary status in Philippine cinema.

2. Richard Gutierrez - GMA’s golden boy. 
He fluidly transitioned from teeny bopper char-
acters into more mature, age-appropriate roles. 
An impeccable dresser to boot. Richard, with 
his mestizo good looks and commendable work 
ethic, continues to make a dent in the entertain-
ment industry. He’s very likable because of his 
down-to-earth nature. He continues to unleash 
the kilig factor among his female fanbase.

3. Sam Milby - Very simply put, this young man is tall, dark and hand-
some. Need I say more?

4. Dingdong Dantes - That he made it as a 
frontrunner on E!’s Sexiest Men really says so 
much about his global popularity. He is not only 
popular among 
his fans but he’s 
also well-liked 
by his peers in 
the industry. A 
versatile actor 
and multi-tal-

ented in other levels of production, this 
young man has barely scatched the surface 
of his potential.

5. Gerald Anderson - As a former 
PBB housemate 
and currently the 
male lead in a popular soap opera, Gerald com-
mands loyalty among 
his audience. Perhaps 
it’s his talent and his 
clean, comely looks. 
Whatever it is, they 
keep on coming back 
for more of Gerald.

6.5 Jake Cuenca - One of the most fascinating 
young actors in showbiz today. His good looks 

and well-acted roles in popular TV shows have endeared 
him to many loyal fans.

6.5 Luis Manzano - Shedding his childhood moniker 
“Lucky” popularized by his famous mom, Luis has come 
into his own as an entertainment persona. His toned body 
always draws some compliments but it’s also his promise as 

a TV host and budding actor that 
fascinate his audience.

7. Jericho Rosales - His dark 
complexion and cute smile have serious mass appeal. 
Jericho is a very gifted actor who can embody varying 
screen roles in steep degrees of difficulty but all the while 
makes it look so easy.

8. John Lloyd Cruz - He’s got 
the “boy-next-door” look that still 
captivate many fans. A fine actor 
who’s had great commercial suc-

cess in the box office.
9. JC De Vera - Another GMA 

star who’s fast becoming a Pan-
tasya ng Bayan. He has the face 
that refreshes!

10. Derek Ramsay - Ruggedly handsome, Derek has 
managed to steal the hearts of many girls and gays. He 
has the presence of a lion but 
the heart of a teddy bear. His 
followers looove his bronze 

godliness.
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Joanne Castro was nabbed 
on Friday evening in the 
vicinity of Robinson’s Spe-

cialty Stores Inc. in Libis, Quezon 
City, for allegedly calling up the 
school of Barretto’s daughter, 
claiming that she was a friend 
of the actress and had gifts from 
fans to give to Sabina. Ms Barretto 
filed the complaint with the NBI.

The Quezon City prosecutors’ 
office, through assistant city pros-
ecutor Vesta Victoria Giner-Vil-
lamor, has recommended a P2,000 
bail for the suspect’s temporary 
liberty.

In a complaint filed by the 
National Bureau of Investigation, 
Castro was slapped with unjust 
vexation due to lack of evidence 
to charge her with attempted 
kidnapping.

In a two page affidavit submitted 
to the NBI, Raymart and Claudine 
Barretto-Santiago alleged that a 
certain “Annaliza Reyes” called the 
school of their daughter, Sabina, 
and tried to convince the girl’s 

yaya, Merly Basco, that Reyes was 
a churchmate of Barretto.

“Reyes” allegedly claimed that 
she recently came from the United 
States and that she had gifts from 
Barretto’s fans, which “Reyes” 
wished to give to Basco, with Sa-
bina tagging along.

The yaya, however, refused and 
referred the woman to Barretto’s 
secretary, Lanilyn Caparros, who 
said in a separate affidavit that she 
did not know “Reyes.”

The celebrity couple said they 
were so alarmed that Barretto 
“immediately rushed to Sabina’s 
school to personally pick her up 
for fear of a possible abduction of 
her daughter.”

“Reyes” allegedly called Cap-
arros the following day to ask for 
personal information about the 
Santiagos, claiming that she was 
a close friend of the couple and 
that they belonged to the same 
church.

“She knew about confidential 
information about us which are 

usually not known to others. She 
was insistent that our daughter be 
brought when the packages she 
claimed that were in her posses-
sion be picked up,” the Santiagos’ 
affidavit read.

The NBI added that Castro was 
able to get private information by 
winning over the confidence of 
people really close to both Barretto 
and Santos.

“Further investigation revealed 
that she was an avid fan of Judy 
Ann Santos and was pestering and 
bothering the Santiago-Barretto 
household to gather information 
about Claudine Barretto, whom she 
perceived as the closest rival of her 
idol,” the NBI complaint read.

Caparros later called back 
“Reyes” and was told by a certain 
Joanne Castro of RSSI that “Reyes” 
was out of the office and that Castro 
would meet Caparros in “Reyes’” 
stead.

“Ngunit pinatutunayan ko na 
ang boses ni Joanne at ng babaeng 
nagpakilalang si Annaliza Reyes ay 
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iisa lamang (But I can attest to the 
fact that the voice of Joanne and 
that of the woman who introduced 
herself as Annaliza Reyes were 
one and the same ,” she said in 
her affidavit.

The NBI then had Caparros 
meet Castro on Friday evening in 
Libis, Quezon City. Castro, a sales 
audit staff of RSSI, was arrested on 
the same evening.

In an interview on QTV’s Bali-
tanghali, the Santiagos’ lawyer 
Raymond Fortun said they sus-
pected that the woman was part 
of a group trying to abduct celebri-
ties’ kids.

“We feel that the woman is 
probably one of several members 
of a group trying to kidnap children 
of celebrities,” he said. (Inquirer.
net)

Woman who stalked Barretto’s kid nabbed


