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The Senate has approved the bicameral commit-
tee report of a consolidated version of the various 
bills on a proposed law that would focus on the 
formulation of policies and set a national agenda 
on all matters concerning and related to climate 
change. The proposed Climate Change Act of 2009 
also seeks to create a Climate Change Commission, 
could be one of the landmark leg-
islations that the 14th Congress 
will be able to produce.

Thanks to single-minded, laser-
focused determination by Sen. 
Loren Legarda who chairs the 
Senate Standing and Oversight 
Committees on Climate Change, the Conference 
Committee Report on the Disagreeing Provisions 
of Senate Bill No. 2583 and house Bill No. 5982 
was ratified by the Senate last Aug. 25.

“This recent progress in our legislature only goes 
to show that we take the issue of climate change 
very seriously,” said Loren who is also the United 
Nations’ (UN) Regional “Champion” on Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation.

A presidential veto is a remote possibility on this 
particular non-controversial proposed law. In fact, 
the Climate Change Act is so non-controversial that 
only a few headstrong advocates like Loren really 
put their heart and mind into its legislation. It should 
not be a long wait anymore to see its enactment.

“I have dreamt of this—for a Climate Change 
Act in the country. Now it is becoming a reality,” 
Loren said. Once enacted, Loren said this would 

usher the integration of government policies and 
measures to address climate change into devel-
opment planning and decision-making by the 
national leadership.

As provided for in the proposed legislation, the 
Climate Change Commission shall be placed under 
the Office the President (OP). The Commission shall 

be headed by no less than the 
President as the chairperson, with 
three commissioners. The Com-
mission shall have an advisory 
body composed of practically all 
the executive departments, espe-
cially the Department of National 

Defense. This is because the Defense secretary also 
acts as chairman of the National Disaster Coordinat-
ing Council (NDCC).

It shall likewise constitute a panel of technical 
advisers tasked to provide support to the Com-
mission in climate science, technologies, and best 
practices for risk assessment and enhancement 
of adaptive capacity of vulnerable human settle-
ments. The Commission is mandated to formulate 
Framework Strategy on Climate Change to serve 
as the basis for a program for climate change 
planning, research and development, extension, 
and monitoring of activities to protect vulnerable 
communities. The local government units shall be 
the frontline agencies in the formulation, planning 
and implementation of climate change action plans 
in their respective areas.

hopefully, the Lower house would be able to 

‘Climatic change’ for Loren 

commonsense
Marichu A. Villanueva

also ratify the bicam report before the Philippines 
hosts on Sept. 9 to 12 the International Conference 
on Green Industry in Asia. It is organized by UN 
agencies led by the UN Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) to tackle climate change, 
carbon emission, pollution, and other environmen-
tal issues.

The Philippines ranked 8th among countries in 
the world with the most number of casualties due 
to tropical cyclones and other major disasters last 
year, according to the 2008 General Assessment 
Report (GAR). The GAR report, the undertaking of 
which was aided by the UN International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), was launched 
earlier this month in Manila.

UNISDR senior regional coordinator Jerry Velas-
quez earlier told The STAR the 2008 GAR Report 
was formally launched in Bahrain last May. This 
was subsequently launched in Indonesia, Thailand, 
Iran, Samoa and Japan, which are among the top 
ten countries that recorded the highest number 
of casualties due to natural calamities. China and 
Myanmar were the top two countries in the GAR 
last year due to the Sichuan earthquake and cyclone 
Nargis, respectively.

The GAR stated that disaster risk is not evenly 
distributed and that developing countries like the 
Philippines have a “highly disproportionate share of 
risk.” The GAR cited that Japan has approximately 
2.5 million citizens exposed annually to tropical 
cyclones while the Philippines has 16 million. how-
ever, the estimated annual death toll from cyclones 
in the Philippines is almost 17 times greater than 
that of Japan.

Rather than be reactive, Loren underscores the 
crucial role of the Commission to come up with pro-
active measures on climate change adaptation and 

disaster risk reduction. She and Sen. Rodolfo Biazon 
co-authored a separate bill seeking to establish a 
permanent government agency to replace NDCC to 
be known as the Disaster Risk Management.

The launching of the GAR would trigger negotia-
tions for bilateral and multilateral donations to assist 
the Philippines in improving its disaster prevention, 
response and mitigation measures. The internation-
al community has also been awaiting the Philippine 
ratification of the ASeAN Agreement on Disaster 
Management and emergency Response. The docu-
ment was signed by the foreign ministers of the 
ten member-states of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASeAN) in Laos in 2005.

While nine of the ten ASeAN member states have 
already ratified this agreement, the Philippines has 
yet to enter formally and bind the country to this 
particular ASeAN pact. The full ratification of the 
agreement by the entire ASeAN will automatically 
trigger the release of some $15-million worth of 
funding assistance from Japan. This is another pet 
bill that Loren—as the UNISDR-designated “cham-
pion” for disaster risk reduction and climate change 
adaptation—is pushing for approval by the Senate 
as the treaty-ratifying body.

Loren’s tasks at the UNISDR have brought about 
her own “climatic change” as far as her political 
future is concerned. This can be seen from her 
survey ratings that have been slipping as the May 
2010 presidential elections draws near.

While her political fortunes are dangerously 
shifting away, Loren could be comforted by the fact 
that her advocacies for climate change would help 
preserve our country by addressing now, not later, 
the dangers of global warming, ozone depletion and 
other threats to Mother Nature for the benefit of the 
future of Filipino generations. (Philstar.com)

I WROTe this in February last year after 
Romulo Neri called Arroyo evil and prompt-
ly forgot about it. Or said he didn’t recall 
ever saying it:

“Someone remarked to me that Neri was 
just in survival mode in contrast to Lozada 
who was in heroic mode, but I wonder if 
Neri is really showing excellent survival 
instincts. And I do not mean that either in 
the context in which Lozada uses “survival,” 
which is not just the survival of the body but 
the survival of the soul, not just the survival 
of physical life but of spiritual life. I mean 
that simply in the primitive, instinctive, 

sense of self-preservation. You have to ask: Does Neri really think he 
can survive Arroyo after calling her evil?

“he may of course deceive the public about it. he may of course 
be coy to the public about it. he may of course tell the world he can’t 
remember anything about it. But do you think for one second he can 
deceive GMA about it, that he can be coy to GMA about it, that he can 
convince GMA he can’t remember ever saying she was evil? Other 
allies have been punished more for less. Look at Jose de Venecia. In 
Neri’s case, heroic mode is clearly also survival mode: Be a hero or 
perish. But one has to ask the question: Is he really bright?

“‘I’ll be the judge of that’ was how he replied some months ago after 
being asked if it didn’t bother him that he was taking the cowardly, and 
unprincipled, way out. I said then, and I say now: No, you won’t. his-
tory will be the judge of that, and it will judge you harshly.”

As it turns out, even history may have to wait. The Ombudsman has 
gotten there first. Though since the decisions of the Office of the Om-
budsman originate in Malacañang, Arroyo has gotten there first. She 
has been the judge of it, and she has judged Neri harshly.

You don’t know whether to laugh or cry. On one hand, you can’t 
help but find the situation hilarious. Just look at our front-page pictures 
last Saturday of the First Couple enjoying the lush greens of Shenzhen 
Golf Club in-between negotiating the ZTe deal and the tearful face of 
Romulo Neri asking “Why me?” You can’t help, even with the aid of 
charity, Christian or otherwise, but laugh your head off at the fate that 
has befallen Neri. heaven’s humor or wit can be savage sometimes.

It’s the picture of the pawn being sacrificed to save the queen. But 
one the pawn richly deserved. Neri of course got to be in that boat for 
refusing to answer three simple questions. Those questions were: (1) 
Did the President have any interest in the NBN project? (2) Did the 
President order him to prioritize the NBN? and, (3) Did the President 
order the continuance of the project despite his allegations of bribery? 
Questions whose answers were obvious. Although Neri could always 
have said truthfully, “No, the President did not do it. GMA is not the 
president.”

he refused to answer on the ground that his boss enjoyed execu-
tive privilege. Which the Supreme Court promptly upheld, despite the 
violent objections of its chief, Reynato Puno. Now Neri knows the full 
meaning of the privilege he claims his boss to have. Arroyo doesn’t 
just have the executive privilege to not answer to the people, she has 
the executive privilege to let others take the rap. Others who may not 
entirely be willing to say, “We, who are about to be fed to the wolves, 
salute you.”

Arroyo doesn’t just have the executive privilege to not account 
for her actions, she has the executive privilege to execute others for 
theirs.

Why you, Romulo?
Why not you? Why should you expect fairness from a legal system 

you have helped to pervert? Why should you expect justice from a 
justice system you have helped to befoul? Why should you expect to 
live in peace and prosperity in a system of right and wrong that you 

championed, where the guilty are rewarded and the innocent are pun-
ished? Or as in the case of Lozada, where the truthful are hounded and 
persecuted beyond belief?

You’re innocent? You deserve to have your innocence shoved up 
your, well, whatever.

On the other hand, Neri isn’t entirely an ogre, even if by Lozada’s 
testimony he likes to be a financial masseur (massage the bukols) and 
believes like the Greeks in the virtue of moderation (moderate the 
greed). he’s just a coward. I can’t bring myself to be as gleeful about 
what’s happened to him as I’ve been about what’s happened to Jose 
de Venecia. That other one truly deserved what he got. And more, after 
he added insult to our injury by posing as a paragon of virtue who had 
been deeply wronged after he got ditched as speaker by the snakes on 
the plane, or house. Gusto mong mag-alaga ng ahas, magapatuka ka 
na lang sa ahas, to paraphrase elizabeth Ramsey.

But it’s not too late. The Neris of this world, unlike the De Venecias 
of this world, are not past redemption. De Venecia can always try to 
change his stripes and damn the evil he himself nurtured and perpetu-
ated, but no one will need him, no one will heed him, no one will help 
him. his only chance at forgiveness will be to join a monastic order 
that practices the vow of silence.

Neri can still turn around and tell all he knows about the NBN deal, as 
Lozada, who truly seems to have found the virtue of forgiveness from liv-
ing a near-monastic life in La Salle with his wife and kids, counsels him 
to do. he can moderate his fear and massage his lumps and realize he 
can always make himself whole again, he can always give himself a soul 
again. Or he can simply ponder the prospect of jail and discover that the 
truth shall set you free—sometimes completely literally.

Then and now, in his case heroic mode is survival mode. he can be 
a hero, or he can perish. he doesn’t rise to redeem himself now, and 
history won’t even bother to judge him.

It will just glance at him, and snicker. (Inquirer.net)

Theres The rub
Conrado de Quiros

Judgment day

Then, there was the preposterous plan of 
acquiring a P1.2B presidential jet, 
which thankfully, was rechanneled to 
fund a more appropriate purpose—
the expansion of the government’s 
anti-hunger and poverty alleviation 
programs.

And of course, who could forget the $329M 
NBN-ZTe scam that has haunted the First Cou-
ple since 2006? Last week, The Office of the 
Ombudsman has cleared the Arroyos from the 
scam but has left former elections chief Benja-
min Abalos and Social Security System presi-
dent Romulo Neri with blood on their hands.

According to the 144-page decision on the 
NBN-ZTe case, dated August 27, 2009: “The 
panel has not been presented with convincing 
and solid evidence directly or indirectly linking 
respondent Jose Miguel T. Arroyo in the proj-
ect.”

And yet, even after this mysterious absolu-
tion, another anomaly surfaces—this time in-
volving Pampanga Rep.Mikey Arroyo, the el-
dest among the three children of Pres. Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo and First Gentleman Mike 
Arroyo.

According to Vera Files, Mikey failed to de-
clare his $1.32M beachfront property in Fos-
ter City, San Mateo County in California in his 

Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net worth 
(SALN) for the last two years.

In their SALNs, it was noted that 
Mikey and brother Camarines Sur 
Rep. Dato Arroyo acquired proper-
ties in the United States, as well 
as local business interests, after 

winning seats in Congress. According to Vera 
Files, “Mikey did declare a residential house 
in the United States in his SALN for 2005 and 
2006, during his first term as representative of 
Pampanga’s second district. But he did not re-
port the location of his US property as required 
by filing guidelines.”

Mikey has vehemently refuted reports of 
the irregularities, “calling them malicious and 
a waste of his time.” he maintained that his 
family is financially capable of acquiring such 
properties. 

“I have always been transparent with my 
SALN ever since I entered public office. I have 
declared everything I own there. It is self ex-
planatory,” he said in a statement.

“With regards to the San Francisco Bay 
house, it is registered under beach Way Park 
LLC in which I am a shareholder and which I 
declared in my SALN. And this fact was even 
attested to by the writer or the writers of the 
story,” Mikey further said.

“The three Arroyos in Congress—Mikey, his 
brother Diosdado “Dato” Arroyo of Camarines 
Sur, and his uncle Ignacio “Iggy” Arroyo of Ne-
gros Oriental—are among the 30 richest house 
members, according to their 2008 SALN,” Vera 
Files also reported.

And the apple does not fall far from the tree. 
Weeks ago, Pres. Arroyo had to justify the more 
than significant increase of her SALN—from 
P66.8 million in 2001 to P143.54 million in 2008.

eluding accusations of graft and corruption 
seems to have become a common fare for the 
Arroyos. The successive exposés of their ques-
tionable wealth leaves so much room for doubt. 
And while they are still able to dodge these al-
legations and keep their riches intact, thanks to 
the predilection of their strategic allies in the 
government, they are left wanting on what’s 
most invaluable—the Filipino people’s trust 
and confidence. (AJPress)

The Arroyos seem to be on a roll these days -- in the hall of shame, 
that is.

First were the lavish dinners in Le Cirque in New York and Bob-
by Van’s Steakhouse in Washington, DC which created quite a stir 
among their detractors, especially since the cost of dinners could’ve 
fed 180,000 hungry and impoverished Filipinos.

Horror Roll

File photo of the first couple taken during a golf game at the Shenzhen Golf Club in Shenzhen, China on November 2, 2006 followed by lunch 
with ZTE officials at the ZTE headquarters.  Inquirer.net file photo
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