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NEW YORK, NY—The Western Union Company (NYSE:WU), a 
leader in the money transfer segment of global payments, cel-
ebrates its 4th Annual Customer Appreciation Day at 1440 Broad-
way in New York City today, and is also celebrating Hispanic Heri-
tage Month. 

In consideration of its consumers, Western Union offers its 
newest promotion, Happy Wednesdays to save consumers money. 
Recognizing that during difficult economic times the need for fi-
nancial help for family, friends and loved ones does not diminish, 
but may even become more important, Happy Wednesdays pro-
vides an opportunity for consumers to save 50 percent off qual-
ifying transaction fees, regularly $9.99 or more, when sending 
money on Wednesdays. 

The Happy Wednesdays promotion runs on Wednesdays for a 
limited time. Consumers receive a 50 percent discount off qualify-
ing transactions fees* when they send money transfers or a Quick 
Collect bill payment from the United States to any destination 
easily by visiting an Agent location, online, or over the phone by 
calling 1-800-435-2226.  To obtain the discount, consumers only 
need to provide the promotion code “Happy” and they will receive 
the discount. For more information on the special discount, con-
sumers should visit: westernunion.com/happywednesdays .

The Western Union MoneyWise and Gold Card Visa prepaid 
cards incorporate all the benefits of a reloadable Visa prepaid card 
and offer consumers convenience and ease of use, including add-
ing money in four convenient ways.

—Reload money in-person at any of the over 46,000 Western 
Union Agent locations in the US.

—Online using a bank account 

Las Vegas, Nev.—The UNLV 
Performing Arts Center opens 
its 2009-2010 Season with the 
renowned Virsky Ukrainian Na-
tional Dance Company at 8pm on 
Saturday, September 26 as part of 
the Charles Vanda Master Series. 
Since 1955, the group has toured 
the exquisite charm of Ukrainian 
dance to international audiences 
–embracing the beauty of its na-
tive Ukraine, the wisdom of its 
people, as well as the folk tradition 
of humor and optimism.

Ukrainian ballet masters Pavlo 
Virsky and Mykola Bolotov formed 
the company in 1937. From 1955 
to 1975, Virsky headed the en-
semble, and it was under his guid-
ance that it matured into a highly 
professional dance company.

Myroslav Vantukh has been 
in charge of the ensemble since 
1980. His main objective and con-
tinuing creative quest is the care-
ful preservation and development 
of folk choreographic art. Featured 
characteristics include first-class 
performance and expressiveness 
of the dancers, a bright palette of 
costumes, a wealth of tunes, and 
completeness of the choreograph-
ic plot. The ensemble’s repertoire 
includes The Carapathians, The 
Tambourine Dance, The Young 
Years, In Peace and Harmony, and 

The Russian Suite.
Tickets to the Virsky Ukrainian 

National Dance Company are 
$40, $55, and $85 and can be 
purchased at the Performing Arts 
Center Box Office at 895-ARTS 
(2787) or by visiting pac.unlv.edu. 
Student rush tickets are $13 each 
and available one hour prior to 
each event, based on availability 
and with valid student I.D. UNLV 
faculty and staff discounts also 
are available. A $1 facilities fee, 
in addition to the ticket price, is 
charged on all Performing Arts 
Center tickets. The box office is 
open from 10am to 6pm Monday 
through Friday and 10am to 4 pm 
on Saturday. Information about all 
of the season’s performances can 
be found on the Performing Arts 
Center website, located at pac.
unlv.edu.

Founded in 1976, the Perform-
ing Arts Center at UNLV continues 
to be Southern Nevada’s premier 
performing arts venue. Located 
on the north end of the UNLV 
campus, the PAC hosts a variety of 
performances each year in three 
distinct series – the Charles Vanda 
Master Series, the New York Stage 
& Beyond Series, and the UNLV 
Classical guitar Series. UNLV and 
KLVX Channel 10 are graciously 
sponsoring the season. 

UNLV Performing arts opens 
2009-2010 Season with the 
Virsky Ukrainian National 
Dance Company Sept. 26

Western Union Celebrates Customer Appreciation Day on Happy Wednesday
Western Union Hosts 4th Annual Customer Appreciation Day

and Honors Hispanic Heritage Month
—Using Direct Deposit through an employer; and
—The ability to load a Western Union Money Transfer transac-

tion directly onto the cards. 
Benefits
—The ability to use the cards anywhere Visa debit cards are ac-

cepted including online and at ATMs2
—The cards are protected by Visa’s zero liability policy3 (de-

tails at usa.visa.com) 
—No credit check or bank account required to sign up for either 

card 
—The ability to manage your card account both online and over 

the phone
The Western Union location in Times Square is celebrating with 

consumers and employees representing almost every continent of 
the world.  A yearly tradition, the day is specifically set to thank 
the consumers who walk through the Western Union Agents’ 
doors each year.  

“Western Union holds Customer Appreciation Day each year 
as a way to let consumers know how much we value them and 
remind us of how our consumers continue to inspire their friends 
and family daily.” said Richard Crusco, Director - Consumer Office 
at Western Union. 

Western Union in Times Square is at 1440 Broadway, between 
40th and 41st Streets. Consumers can send money to 200 coun-
tries and territories, usually in a matter of minutes.  The store is 
open for business 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The West-
ern Union Times Square location is one of the more than 46,000 
Agent locations located across the US.

When consumers celebrate Customer Appreciation Day with us 
at 1440 Broadway, they can share their experience with friends 
and family all over the world with a personalized Western Union 
postcard. Just as the Western Union network reaches all over the 
world, consumers are able to take a photo, place it on a custom 
postcard, and send to friends or family anywhere in the world, 
courtesy of Western Union. 

*In addition to the the transfer fee, Western Union also makes 
money when it changes your dollars into foreign currency. For 
current exchange rates call 1-800-325-6000. Qualifying transfers 
include Money in Minutes, Next Day, Direct-to-Bank, Over Night 
Home Delivery and Quick Collect transfers sent from US to any 
destination. Excludes Western Union Money Transfer ATM. No 
cash value. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

The Western Union MoneyWise Visa Prepaid Card and Western 
Union Gold Card Visa Prepaid Card are issued by MetaBank pur-
suant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. MetaBank, Member FDIC

ATM withdrawals are subject to a fee of $1 per use plus ap-
plicable ATM operator fees apply. ATM withdrawals limited to 
$500/day.

Visa’s Zero Liability policy covers U.S.–issued cards only and 
does not apply to ATM transactions, PIN transactions not pro-
cessed by Visa, or certain commercial card transactions. Card-
holder must notify issuer promptly of any unauthorized use. Con-
sult issuer for additional details or visit www.visa.com/security.

Funds availability subject to terms and conditions of service, 
including Agent location hours and differences in time zones.  See 
Send Form for Restrictions.

Licensed as a Money Transmitter by the Banking Department of 
the State of New York. 

most popular being Di Na Natuto for Gary Valenciano), which is the 
most memorable to you?

Jim: My favorite changes all the time. But for me, it has to be 
Batang-Bata Ka Pa because I wrote that when my eldest child was 
born. It’s such a direct composition na hindi ko inisip; the lyrics and 
the melody just came out naturally, spontaneously. I’m happy that 
the song has a universal appeal, which not only parents but also their 
children can relate to. 

Boboy: It’s hard to choose just one. Outside of APO, I would say Di 
Na Natuto which we wrote for Gary Valenciano. It was a hit. Among 
us, I guess it would be Awit ng Barkada which is, up to this day, being 
played during reunions. It has a very reassuring effect, di ba?

Danny: It’s the song that Gina (Valenciano-Martinez) asked me 
to write for Gary—Di Na Natuto. It was almost like a commissioned 
work. It was a hit, played and played on the radio for almost two years; 
palipat-lipat ka ng estasyon and that was the song being played. At 
the time, there was only one other song that was a hit, I’ll Never Say 
Goodbye by Willy Cruz (sung by Nonoy Zuñiga). In all my 61 years, 
there has never been a song na kasing-hit ng Di Na Natuto.

Aside from love of music, what do you have in common?
Jim: We really just enjoy each other’s company. We enjoy the fact 

that we did something really special, I think. When we started, there 
was really no OPM (Original Pilipino Music); it was then known as 
Manila Sound. When we did something like this, it was some kind 
of an act of rebellion—you know, when you’re young, you want to 
resist conformity. Pagkatapos, it bore fruit. We really felt that we did 
something more important than just build a career. By the way, it was 
Danny who thought of the term “OPM.” We put it in our records and 
it caught on with everybody.

Boboy: Hmmmm...Kung tutuusin, not much really. Kami ni Danny, 
we are into golf. Jim is into scuba-diving and biking. I also play tennis 
and I’m into a lot of other sports. Jim is a bookworm.

Danny: We are a community of learners. Ang sabi ko nga sa mga 
kaklase ko, “The nicest thing that happened to me after college is that 
I began to enjoy learning.” I never studied as much until after college. 
There’s so much to learn from life. Study, if not imposed by other 
people, is one of the most enjoyable experiences in life.

Has the “ego factor” ever reared its ugly head among you?
Jim: At the start, we were always competing with each other...in 

all aspects, pati sa girls. But after a while, you just realized that, you 
know, nobody would say, “Ang ganda n’ung song na kinanta ni Boboy, 
or ni Jim, or ni Danny.” They would just say, “Ang ganda n’ung song 
ng APO.” Nagkaroon kami ng collective identity. We found our right 
place as a team.  

Why the APO...
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Veteran actress Gina Pareño, 
one of boxing champ Manny 
Pacquiao’s co-stars in the Carlo 
J. Caparas film Pangarap Kong 
Jackpot Trilogy, said the budding 
actor in Manny reminded her of 
herself when she was just starting 
in show biz.

“He’s determined to learn. He 
would spend long hours patiently 
memorizing his lines,” Gina told 
Inquirer Entertainment last week. 
“He also liked to bring a lot of ala-
lays and bodyguards to the set. I 
was like that when I was younger. 
Now, I feel uncomfortable if I’m 
surrounded by a lot of people at 
work.”

Protection
Gina, however, said she un-

derstands why Manny surrounds 
himself with friends. “He needs 
protection from people who might 
take advantage of him. After all, 
he’s a global boxing icon and he’s 
one of the richest Filipinos.”

Gina and Manny are cast mem-
bers of Hawak Kita Hawak Mo 
’Ko, one of three stories in the 
trilogy.“My character is an incom-
petent mother and a neighbor-
hood drunk. Manny’s character, 
who is an ex-convict, helped me 
change for the better,” said the 
award-wining actress.

Pangarap Kong Jackpot Tril-
ogy, commemorates the 75th an-
niversary of the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes. The two other sto-
ries in the trilogy are Sa Ngalan 
ng Busabos, which features Jake 
Cuenca; and Ang Hiwaga ni Lolo 
Hugo, starring Eddie Garcia. The 

Gina on Pacman: 
He’s a lot like me

by  Marinel Cruz
Inquirer.net

movie opened in local theaters on 
September 9.

Gina said she worked on the 
film for just four days but enjoyed 
every minute of it. “I had a great 
time working not only with Manny 
but also with the whole produc-
tion team. Masarap mag-alaga si 
Direk Carlo and his wife (Donna 
Villa, producer),” she recalled. 
“Everyday, they brought me a kilo 
of lanzones. They’re both so sweet 
and thoughtful.”

 The highly publicized protest 
against Caparas being awarded 
the National Artist trophy for Film 
and Visual Arts did not affect the 
director’s attitude toward work, 
Gina observed. “He still worked 
hard on the film. He tried to 
make the general mood on the 
set cheerful and festive,” Gina 
observed. “Di n’ya kami sinagad 
sa trabaho. We would pack up as 
early as 11pm.” 
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