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Western Union Foundation pledges immediate relief for flood response in the Philippines

Immediate direct financial aid to World Vision Employee financial donations matched and pledged to World Vision Donations in kind to ABS-CBN Foundation

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.—The Western Union
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the West-
ern Union Company, today pledged a series of
initiatives - immediate direct financial support,
agent fund matching for reconstruction, em-
ployee giving and charity drives - towards relief
and reconstruction efforts in the Philippines, fol-
lowing devastating flooding brought by Tropical
Storm Ketsana.

The Western Union Foundation joined inter-
national relief agency World Vision to provide
immediate relief including provisions, medical
supplies and emergency bedding for 500 Filipino
families up to the value of USS$50,000.

Western Union’s Philippine headquarters
and regional call center AROC, both based in
Manila, have begun a charity drive to encour-
age employees to donate money, supplies and
volunteer hours. Financial donations, made
by Western Union employees worldwide, will

be matched by the Western Union Foundation
under its Employee Giving Circles Program and
donated to World Vision. All employee dona-
tions in-kind will be channeled to the ABS-CBN
Foundation, which offers outreach programs
for children, their families and the community.
Employee volunteer hours will be channeled to
World Vision.

World Vision is working with the Philip-
pine Coast Guard to distribute aid as quickly
as possible, dispatching relief by helicopter to
some of the hard-to-reach areas. Thousands of
houses in these areas have been damaged or
destroyed, and many families lost everything
when floodwaters swept through their homes.
World Vision is organizing food-for-work and
cash-for-work programs to help communities
recover and clean up their streets, community
buildings and schools.

“Our immediate priority is to support urgent

relief efforts in the affected areas,” said Hikmet
Ersek, Managing Director and Executive Vice
President for Europe, the Middle East, Africa and
the Asia Pacific, The Western Union Company.
“Our thoughts are with the flood victims and
their families. We admire the heroes leading
the rescue effort.”

“The impact of this tropical storm on Manila
has been devastating” said Elnora Avarientos,
World Vision’s national director in the Philip-
pines. “Many have lost everything, including
bedding, food, education materials and cloth-
ing. The poorest living in slums and settlements
are especially badly hit. We continue to set up
Child-Friendly Spaces for children in the hardest
hit areas where we are sending doctors to attend
to medical emergencies. We are also working
alongside the Philippine Coast Guard to reach
those stranded in the hardest to reach situations

The Western Union Foundation grant is part
of the Western Union Our World, Our Family
program, a five-year, USS50 million initiative
to empower migrant worker and their families
through education and global economic oppor-
tunity programs that help them stay connected,
overcome barriers and realize their dreams.

“We set aside resources for times like these
and know that after the most pressing needs
are met, the affected families will need contin-
ued support to rebuild their lives,” said Luella
Chavez D’Angelo, President, The Western Union
Foundation.

The storm, which packed maximum wind
speeds of nearly 110 kph, brought one month’s
rain to the capital city of Manila and neighbor-
ing provinces in less than seven hours. It is the
worst disaster to hit Manila and surrounding
areas in decades.

using helicopters.”
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Maui disowns nude photos

by DoLty ANNE CARVAJAL
Inquirer.net

I AM brimming with excite-
ment. [ have a new show online
with esteemed colleagues Ricky
Lo, Isah Red and Shirley Pizarro
on PLDT MyDSL’s Watchpad
which will be launched on Oc-
tober 19 at Establishment (The
Fort, Taguig).

It will be totally different from
my daily show on Cignal TV’s Viva
Cinema Channel, Stop Talk & Lis-
ten, with Maui Taylor and Mr. Fu.
Since Ricky, Isah, Shirley and I
write for competing newspapers,
it would be interesting to see us
join forces as we swap show biz
inside stories in our new show.
We promise to give you some-
thing else and something more.

Aging gracefully

My beloved ‘second mom’ Tita
Nena (Amalia Fuentes) sent me
this text message after the alleged
mistress of her ex, Joey Stevens,
was put behind bars: “Seeing her
in jail is priceless. All else I can
buy with Visa.”

Tita Nena never loses her
sense of humor no matter what.
She looks at life straight in the eye
and is ready to play her part well.
Talk about aging gracefully.

Lovi’s love

Is Lovi Poe the new apple of
llocos Sur Representative Ronald
Singson’s eyes? What about her
on-and-off relationship with Jolo
Revilla? Who could be Lovi’s “of-
ficial” love be?

Nude pics

I got an intriguing e-mail
which reads: “Why is Bong Re-

villa persecuting Hayden Kho
for his sex videos? Didn’t his son
Bryan allegedly take nude pics of
Maui Taylor when they were still
together? Check out the attached
pictures.”

I cornered Maui if it’s really
her in those nude shots. “Marami
akong kamukha [A lot of them
look like mel,” she explains. “If
you take a closer look at the pics,
youwll know that it's not me. The
breasts and tattoos are different
from mine. I'm not bothered at
all because I know for sure that
Bryan never took nude pics of me
... " If a picture paints a thousand
words, it can also paint a thou-
sand lies.

Pointblank

I asked Nyoy Volante point-
blank: “Who would you rather
reconcile with, your ex-GF Nina

or Survivor castaway Jef Gai-
tan?”

He chose Jef because they've
been longtime friends. It’s always
best to fall in love with your best
friend.

Teachers’ party

I had a blast at PLDT’s party
for their “Gabay Guro” members
at Jills. Teachers from all over the
country let their hair down as they
played various wacky games.

PLDT also took them to watch
“Eat Bulaga” in the studio, booked
them in Legend Hotel, took care of
their airfare, treated them to lunch
and pampered them at Flawless.
After three days they went home
with loot bags, prizes and big
smiles. Many more fun activities
are lined up for the teachers.
PLDT will stop at nothing to teach
the teachers how to live it up.

New TV series

ABS-CBN’s “next big” stars
will collide in the newest series
to hit the Hapontastic slot, a TV
remake of Nagsimula Sa Puso,

directed by Malu Sevilla, which
premieres today.

Maja Salvador plays Celina, a
woman whose life goes through a
routine because of her obedience
to her mother. It also stars Jason
Abalos, Coco Martin and Nikki
Gil. The series is meant for the
Crazy Hearts Club of which I am
a lifetime member.

‘Banana Split’

Celebrate one year of fun with
the Banana Split barkada with
their daily servings on ABS-CBN.
Join Angelica Panganiban, John
Prats, Zanjoe Marudo, Jayson
Gainza, Pooh, RR Enriquez, Prin-
cess Ryan and Pokwang in their
wacky segments like NNNNN,
Brod, Bro, Bru, Boys Over Act-
ing, and the newest addition,
Sosyal, Pasosyal at Wa Sosyal.
Guests include Piolo Pascual, KC
Concepcion, Kim Chiu, Gerald
Anderson, Donna Cruz and Vilma
Santos. Every episode will make
you go bananas and you would
not want to split from your TV
screens.

Showbitz!
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in from many sympathizers. Last
October 11, Star Magic launched
a two-hour fashion show called
Magic for a Cause featuring Star
Magic talents for the benefit of
typhoon Ondoy victims.

Some of the Star Magic tal-
ents who donned the collection
of A-List fashion designers and
walked the catwalk included
Piolo Pascual, Gretchen Barretto,
Diether Ocampo, Bea Alonzo,
Angelica Panganiban, Kim Chiu,
Gerald Anderson, Rafael Rosell
and Shaina Magdayao. Inno
Sotto, Randy Ortiz, Joey Samson,
Oskar Peralta, Lulu Tan Gan, Re-
nee Salud, Frederick Peralta, Jojie
Lloren and Josie Natori were some
of the designers who lent their col-
lection while Jed Madela, Laarni
Lozada and Richard Poon lent
their musical talents and provided
the entertainment.

“I think being part of Star
Magic, we were able to come
up with our show to promote, of
course, ‘yung relief operations
ng ABS-CBN. We were able to
gather donations from our en-
dorsements, from our sponsors. |
guess it served its cause. It’s nice
to be part of the very meaningful
event,” Piolo shares.





