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Obama signs FY 2010...
tion process (section 568).” 

In an interview with the Asian Journal, Immigra-
tion Attorney Robert Reeves explained that before 
the signing of the bill, the death of a petitioner 
or principal beneficiary usually results in an au-
tomatic revocation of the immigrant visa petition.

“This is fantastic news,” said Reeves, whose 
firm has been lobbying Congress to pass this 
bill. “This is an incredible benefit for those who 
have previously filed humanitarian reinstatement. 
Now, we can file them for permanent resident sta-
tus. This will benefit thousands of immigrants.”

The new law does not only allow widows/wid-
owers to submit petitions for permanent resi-
dency after their spouse’s death, it also covers 
all family-based petitions, “including petitions 
for unmarried children of US citizens under 21, 
family-preference categories who have approved 
or pending petitions which include the spouse 
and unmarried children of permanent residents, 
unmarried children over the age of 21 of US citi-
zens, married children of US citizens, siblings 
of US citizens and the derivative children of this 
group,” says Atty. Reeves and Atty. Joseph Elias 
in their regular column article in the Asian Jour-
nal (see Community Journal section, p.C1 for 
more information.)

“Derivative beneficiaries of pending or ap-

percent increase in the money sent by Filipinos 
based abroad.

The revised economic growth forecast of the 
World Bank came after the announcement that 
Philippines grew by 1.5 percent in the first half.

According to the Arroyo administration, this 
figure kept the economy on the growth track, 
expecting it to rise between 0.8 and 1.8 percent 
for the full year.

“The Philippines avoided a recession, thanks to 
timely fiscal and monetary stimuli combined with 
larger than projected inflow of remittances,” the 
developmental lender said in its latest Philippine 
Quarterly Report released yesterday.

Nonetheless, the World Bank said the Philip-
pines continued to face challenges.

Ulrich Lachler, lead economist of the World 
Bank Manila office, said that while the country 
was performing better than the others in terms 
of growth, poverty incidence in the Philippines 
was still relatively high.

“Growth was not widely shared. While the 

Nike’s biggest endorsers. The 
huge Nike billboard featuring 
Manny Pacquiao along Vine St in 
Hollywood gives him the distinc-
tion of being the first Filipino to 
have a giant billboard displayed 
in Hollywood. His victories have 
made Manny at par with Ameri-
can greats in sports and an ad-
mired icon in World Boxing. 

In the old days, Manny wore 
Pony shoes, but when he faced 
Oscar Larios at the Araneta Coli-
seum, he was wearing the Japa-
nese label Mizuno. But those 
shoe brands no longer made the 
grade following Manny’s tenth 
round KO over Morales. Since 
then, Pac-Man went on the ring 
with his robe, trunks and boxing 
shoes adorned with the familiar 
Nike swoosh.

In his last fight with Ricky 
Hatton, Manny wore the “MP 
shoes” which were also exclu-
sively designed by Nike for the 
pound-for-pound king. However, 
after the fight, Manny wanted 
some modifications done for his 
boxing shoes.

Spencer Clifton, Nike’s foot-
wear merchandising manager, 
and Jesse Milliken, Nike shoe 

designer, shared in an exclusive 
interview with Asian Journal all 
about the new boxing shoes (they 
also call it “boots”).  “Manny told 
us that modifications were need-
ed to be made on the shoes for 
his fight with Cotto,” said Jesse 
Milliken.

“We had a meeting in July and 
talked about what Manny want-
ed. It was really done in partner-
ship with Manny,” shared Spen-
cer Clifton.

“We took photographs of his 
feet, which is size 9,” said Jesse. 
“Manny said his feet didn’t feel 
as secure as he wanted them to 
be. Also, he wanted the shoes to 
be lighter, without taking away 
the thickness. That is really 
needed to hold the shape.”

Spencer said they worked on 
the new shoes for 3 ½ months at 
Nike’s Oregon  headquarters, in 
a place they call “The Kitchen”. 
“Only Nike has such a facility 
which has the capability to do 
this. That is the leverage Nike 
has to meet the needs of sports 
athletes,” he said.

“So, we worked on the shoes 
to give Manny the perfect fit. We 
took out some of the volume. 

The shoes need to have just the 
right thickness but very light so 
they will not take on too much 
weight,” shared Jesse.

Another special innovation 
Manny wanted was the addi-
tion of tassels, “which they had 
back in the old heydays of box-
ing”, according to the Nike team. 
“Manny also wanted the shoes to 
be in red and white (which are in 
the Philippine flag). He is really 
very patriotic,’ said Nike’s shoe 
designer.

Needless to say, the spe-
cial boxing shoes have been 
made to ensure there will be 
no “hotspots” to prevent any 
calluses.

“This is what Nike is all about. 
As our management always says, 
it’s all about listening to the voice 
of the athlete,” said Spencer. “ 
We don’t want to produce wrong 
products for athletes. We want to 
give them the ultimate in fit and 
comfort,” Jesse added. 

It’s just a few weeks away 
before Manny puts on his spe-
cial Nike shoes and fight Cotto. 
Given Manny’s amazing track 
record and his promise to Filipi-
nos to knock out Miguel Cotto, it 
will most probably be a long time 
coming before any other boxer 
can step into Manny’s champion 
shoes. (AJPress)

economy was growing, poverty incidence actu-
ally increased,” Lachler said, citing 2006 poverty 
incidence data showing that 33 million Filipinos 
now live below the poverty line.

Poverty incidence is expected to further rise this 
year due to the ill-effects of the global economic 
downturn on the Philippines. Layoffs, especially 
in the electronics manufacturing sector, are ex-
pected to drag down household incomes.

Lachler said measures to address long-stand-
ing problems of uninviting business climate, 
inadequate infrastructure, poor access to educa-
tion, and weak tax collection should already be 
put in place.

The bank said the Philippines should attract 
more investments to generate additional employ-
ment, which in turn could help reduce poverty.

The government should also improve tax col-
lection, particularly by having Congress pass 
proposed revenue-enhancement bills, to enable 
higher spending for infrastructure and educa-
tion.

Pending bills include increasing taxes on ciga-
rettes and alcohol and the lifting of tax- and duty-
free incentives enjoyed by some businesses. 

proved employment-based immigrant visa peti-
tions are also covered by the new law which in-
clude the spouse and unmarried children under 
age 21 of an individual who was sponsored under 
the employment-based category,” the article also 
stated.

According to Reeves, before the new law was 
approved, if the petitioner dies before the peti-
tion is approved or permanent resident status is 
granted, the spouse or child would be unable to 
obtain permanent resident status.

However, the new law does not apply to surviv-
ing family members residing outside of the US, 
added Reeves.

“Unfortunately, if they are not living in the 
United States right now they would have to file 
the traditional humanitarian reinstatement which 
is very difficult,” added Reeves. “The immigra-
tion services grants only a very few of them.”

 The root of the law began in 1970 when the 
court ruled that a husband’s death stripped the 
wife of her position as spouse, meaning she no 
longer qualified for a green card. A 1990 law 
then narrowed that ruling’s scope, saying a wid-
ow married to a US citizen for at least two years 
can file a petition for a residency permit on her 
own behalf, according to the Associated Press.

The new law was championed by Rep. Jim Mc-
Govern and Sen. Bill Nelson. 

American lawmakers.
Before he left last weekend, the 

Speaker said he would be back in 
time for the resumption of session 
on Nov. 9.

In the past, Nograles justified 
his personal presence in all of Pac-
quiao’s fights.

He said he is a big fan of the 
Filipino boxing champion and he 
considers himself part of Team 
Pacquiao.

The Speaker is from Davao City, 
while Pacquiao was from General 
Santos before he moved to Saran-
gani province, where he plans to 
seek a congressional seat in the 
May 2010 elections.

If Nograles would be back for 
the resumption of session on Mon-
day as he promised, other con-
gressmen who are vacationing in 
the US and have planned to watch 
the Pacquiao-Cotto match are not 
expected to return until after the 
fight.

This scenario could pose a di-

Nograles, 20 other...
PAGE A1 lemma to House leaders since 

their chamber could again face the 
recurrent problem of lack of quo-
rum.

Scores of House members are in 
the US and elsewhere in the world, 
mostly on vacation.

Before Nograles and three or 
four congressmen-companions 
left for the US, a group of four or 
five House members traveled to 
Geneva, Switzerland for an In-
ternational Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) conference.

An equal number of secretariat 
officials led by Secretary General 
Marilyn Yap accompanied the IPU 
delegation.

From Geneva, Yap was sched-
uled to make a side trip to Paris, 
France and Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. 

Sorsogon Bishop:  Just watch 
on TV

Some religious leaders are op-
posed to lawmakers and govern-
ment officials traveling to the US 
to watch Pacquiao’s fights.

In fact, a Catholic bishop on 
November 2 urged politicians, 
who intend to go to Las Vegas 
and watch the fight on Nov. 15, to 
scrap such plans as the country is 
still reeling from the devastation 
brought about by the successive 
severe weather disturbances.

Sorsogon Bishop Arturo Bastes 
suggested that government of-
ficials should just watch the Pac-
quiao-Cotto fight on television.

“What are they going to do 
there, enjoy themselves? To think 
that many of their constituents are 
hungry and impoverished because 
of the recent calamities. That’s an 
immoral thing. These politicians 
have no conscience,” Bastes said 
in an interview over Church-run 
Radio Veritas.

“Why do they have to go to 
America when they can just watch 
the fight on TV. The money that 
will be used for their travel will be 
coming from public funds. They 
should keep themselves busy 
on helping those who were af-
fected by the calamities,” Bastes 
stressed. 
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