
AUGUST 7-13, 2009 • OC/IE ASIAN JOURNAL http://www.asianjournal.com • (213) 250-9797A�

per day peaking at 107 new reg-
istrants during the OAV rally last 
31 July,” Consul Leandro Lachica 
told the Asian Journal in an email 
interview.

In order to get more Filipinos 
to register, PCGNY will also be 
having field registrations in New 
Hampshire on 8 Aug, in Jersey 
City (at Five Corners atop Red Rib-
bon) on 8 Aug, Connecticut on 15 
and 16 Aug, Boston (Akyat-Barko) 
on 29 Aug, and New York (Akyat-

Barko) on 27 Aug.
Consular outreach programs 

carried out by PCG LA have made 
OAV registration convenient for 
Filipinos in its jurisdiction, which 
covers Southern Nevada, South-
ern California, Arizona and Texas.

A recent directive from the Phil-
ippine Commission on Elections 
even made registration easier 
since it allowed voters to register 
in any Philippine consular office in 
the country.

OAV rules entail that voters 
who wish to register for Philippine 
elections need to do so in person 
at the consular office that has ju-
risdiction over the area where 
they reside. This makes it difficult 
for Filipinos who live far from a 
consular office to register.

Thus, to make voter registration 
easier, the Philippine Commis-
sion on Elections authorized US 
consular offices to relax the rule 
for this year. The consular offices 
where a Filipino has registered 
will forward the documents to the 
consulate that has jurisdiction over 
the place where the voter resides

“During election time, he or she 
will have to cast his or her vote in 
the consulate where he is covered 
being a resident therein,” Vice 
Consul Reyes had said.

There are five Philippine con-
sular offices in different areas in 
the United States. The Philippine 
Embassy, meanwhile, is located in 
Washington DC.

The Philippine Embassy has 
jurisdiction over Filipinos in Ala-
bama, District of Columbia, Flori-
da, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and West 
Virginia.

PCG New York covers Con-
necticut, Delaware, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont.

The Philippine Consulate in 
San Francisco, meanwhile, cov-
ers those residing in the areas 
of Northern California, Northern 
Nevada, Alaska, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, Utah, Oregon, Wash-
ington, and Wyoming.

Filipinos in Midwest states Ar-
kansas, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Illinois, and Wisconsin 
are covered by Philippine Consul-
ate Chicago. 

Those living in Hawaii, Ameri-
can Samoa, Kiribati, Tonga, 
French Polynesia, meanwhile are 
under the jurisdiction of Philip-
pine Consulate Honolulu.

Like the PCG LA other Philip-
pine consular offices in the US 
are holding their own consular 
outreach programs to reach out 
to more Filipinos in the country. 
These offices will also accept reg-
istrants who do not reside in their 
areas of jurisdiction. OAV registra-
tion will end on August 31st. (Mo-
mar G. Visaya/Dymphna Calica-La 
Putt)
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