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The Most Trusted Debt Relief Law Firm
Serving the Filipino Community since 2001

8 years of EXCELLENT & QUALITY Service,
Thousands of Successtul Cases!

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy - Chapter 13 Debt Consolidation
- Debt Settlement (Avoid Bankruptcy)

Ray BurAonN Law OFrices, INC.
"@anibagong Simula, Panibagong Buhay”

SAVE YOUR HOME!

LOAN MODIFICATION

Do you qualify under the Obama
Home Affordability Program?
CHAPTER 13 “Lien Strip” - Cancel 2nd Trust Deed

FREE CONSULTATION
SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TOLL FREE

1-866-477-7772

www.bulaonlaw.com
Offices in Glendale, Cerritos & West Covina
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Solons hungry for prohe...
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“Public officials and employees shall not solicit
or accept, directly or indirectly, any gift, gratuity,
favor, entertainment, loan, or anything of monetary
value from any person in the course of their official
duties or in connection with any operation being
regulated by, or any transaction which may be
affected by the functions of their office.”
Presidential Decree 46 also makes it punishable
“for any public official or employee, whether of the
national or local governments, to receive, directly
orindirectly, and for private persons to give, or offer
to give, any gift, present, or other valuable thing on
any occasion, including Christmas, when such gift,
present, or other valuable thing is given by reason
of his official position, regardless of whether or not
the same is for past favor or favors or the giver hopes

30 percent.

or expects to receive a favor or better treatment
in the future from the public official or employee
concerned in the discharge of his official functions.
Included within the prohibition is the throwing of
parties or entertainments in honor of the official
and employee or his immediate relatives.”

Filipino diplomats also criticized the “insensitive
act” in the face of the country’s austerity measures,
widespread poverty and involuntary hunger.

The latest Social Weather Station’s survey shows
that 20.3 percent of Filipino families experience
involuntary hunger, while the National Statistical
Coordination Board reported that the Philippines
is unlikely to attain the 17 percent target for
poverty incidence in 2010 because the level is at

Another congressman says he paid for $15,000...

PAGE A1 €

Abante urged Pres. Arroyo to
account in detail for all the ex-
penses incurred in her recent
US trip and not hide behind her
spokesmen and election lawyer.

“After all, she is accountable
for this,” he said.

The Washington Post said
Pres. Arroyo’s $15,000 dinner in
Washington came hours after her
meeting with President Barack
Obama and three days before her
$20,000 New York banquet.

“Arroyo’s visit to the White
House on July 30 didn’t draw
much attention, and her dinner
in Washington that night got
nary a mention. And that’s how
it might have stayed—if not for a
controversial meal in New York
City,” said the newspaper’s “The
Reliable Source” column entitled
“Heartburn over two big meals.”

No shame

The Bagong Alyansang Mak-
abayan (Bayan) scored anew the
“lavish spending” of President
Arroyo’s entourage, as well as the
“constant evasion and obfusca-
tion” of Palace spokespersons on
the issue.

“Have they no shame? This
is the second time reports have
called attention to what has been
perceived as lavish spending on
the part of Pres. Arroyo’s entou-
rage during their US trip,” the
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan
said in reaction to the Washing-
ton Post story.

“Malacafiang cannot just dis-
miss these allegations as agita-
tion-propaganda. The people
demand an explanation, some
transparency and accountability.

We cannot blame people for be-
ing outraged over these reports,”
Bayan secretary-general Renato
Reyes said.

“We’d hope for some humility
and honesty on the part of the
president and her spokespersons.
We detest the arrogance and ut-
ter lack of remorse being shown
by this administration. What is
happening is simply disgusting.
They dined like kings, not once,
but twice!” Reyes said.

Ombudsman fact-finding

The Office of the Ombudsman
will conduct a fact-finding inves-
tigation into the controversial din-
ners based on a complaint filed
by Akbayan party-list Represen-
tatives Walden Bello and Rissa
Hontiveros-Baraquel.

“We will do a fact-finding inves-
tigation,” Assistant Ombudsman
Mark Jalandoni told The Star.

Jalandoni declined to give de-
tails.

Bello said that while the Presi-
dent enjoys immunity from crimi-
nal suit while in office, he said of-
ficials in her entourage should be
penalized.

“That our officials wined and
dined in one of the most expen-
sive restaurants in the United
States shows how disconnected,
if not apathetic, they are to the
plight of the very people they are
supposed to serve,” he said in a
statement.

More careful

President Arroyo would likely
be more careful in accepting din-
ing invitations even as her lawyer
hit the media for continuing to
question the propriety of her hav-
ing expensive dinners in the US.

Executive Secretary Eduardo
Ermita, who was among the offi-
cials who joined the First Couple
in dining at the Le Cirque restau-
rant, said the dinner was not that
expensive as critics would like to
point out.

“Move around in Metro Ma-
nila in first class restaurants and
check who are those giving ex-
pensive blow-outs, how much
money they're spending or giv-
ing birthday parties so lavish that
they spent as much as one half
million pesos or one million pe-
sos and criticize. They are all in
government,” Ermita told report-
ers.

When asked what lessons the
Palace could have learned in the
controversy, he said: “Maybe we
must have second thoughts... and
we must be more circumspect but
I don’t think there was anything
wrong with anybody having in-
vited us to such a dinner.”

Pres. Arroyo’s lawyer, Romulo
Macalintal, said moves to charge
her for the purportedly extrava-
gant dinner were a waste of tax-
payers’ money and government
resources and time.

He said those pursuing such
charges were being dishonest
since they know that Presidents
have immunity.

In defending his client, Ma-
calintal also hit the media for con-
tinuing to question the morality
of Pres. Arroyo’s presence at the
dinner.

“You, the media, could you
say that you are moral? Do you
believe that you are without fault
and accuse the President?” he
said in Filipino.

MEDICAL CAREERS ARE
HERE TOSTAY!

* VOCATIONAL NURSING
PROGRAM

* MEDICAL ASSISTANT

« MEDICAL BILLING/
CODING

* DENTAL ASSISTANT

* PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
* MASSAGE THERAPY

NO HIGH SCHOOL
DIFLOMA REQUIRED
Fosk MEIST PROGRAMS

CPR & IV THERAPY CLASSES

Financial Aid Available (those who qualify)
Lifetime Career Assistance

Child Care on Campus! (Colton Only)
Rehab, WIA, EDD & VA Approved

Day & Evening Classes
Available

CALL NOW FOR CLASS DATES
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Try Tawag na Direct
and get up to
84 FREE MINUTES
to call the Philippines!

Want more FREE MINUTES? Take a look at our
New Sign-up Incentive Program:

HEEPINE FAMILIES TUEETHEH
Rates as low as

0.2 cents

per minute

10

FREE MINUTES
to call the
Philippines
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PLAN FREE MINUTES
TND S$10 §3.'® (20 FREE Minutes)
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Register now and enjoy big, big savings!
Call our toll free number NOW!

1-877-379-6439

PROMO CODE: FASO

Visit our websites: www. mytawagnadirect.com





