
 SEPTEMBER 25- OCTOBER 1, 2009 • OC/IE ASIAN JOURNAL http://www.asianjournal.com • (213) 250-9797A�

From the Front Page

PAGE A1 

Pimentel, Friends of Nene support . . . 
responsibility that contributes to 
a culture of impunity.

The Senator believes that the 
next President can still affect 
change in government, despite 
the alleged deep-seated corrup-
tion. He even shared his phi-
losophy about corruption in the 
Philippines.

“Philippine bureaucracy is 

corrupt largely due to the fact 
that they follow the leader. If 
they see that a leader is directly 
corrupt or is so incompetent 
that corruption is allowed or 
tolerated, then why shouldn’t 
they commit corruption at their 
level? Even a traffic cop will say, 
‘These people are earning a lot 
of money, why shouldn’t I do the 

same thing in this place where I 
preside?’ That’s how I look at it,” 
revealed Senator Pimentel.

Senator Pimentel also has a 
message for overseas Filipinos 
interested in helping their coun-
try.

“I think if the OFWs are or-
ganized, they may focus on cer-
tain areas especially where they 
came from to help a particular 
village or particular school [rath-
er] than thinking of helping the 
entire country,” he offered as 

a suggestion. “They can focus 
on a particular school or place, 
and make an impact on what 
they do because kahit na hindi 
gaanong malaki ang kanilang 
itulong (even if their assistance 
is not too big) but if it is concen-
trated and addresses the needs 
of a particular locality or facility, 
then it can make a difference.”

Meanwhile, the Friends of 
Nene Pimentel, a group which 
has supported Pimentel’s bid 
for the presidency in the past, 

is also throwing its support for 
Senator Villar, who topped the 
list of presidential aspirants in 
nationwide surveys as late as 
August 2009.

Led by Eleanor Pabayo, Paul 
Emata and Raymond Carpio, the 
Friends of Nene Pimentel want 
to build awareness on Villar’s 
candidacy both in the US and in 
the Philippines.

“It was Tito Nene who noted 
that Villar might be the guy who 
will hopefully solve the problems 
of the country,” Pabayo said.

Pabayo sees in Villar the mak-
ings of a good leader. She was 
impressed with the Senator’s 

directness at the John Hopkins 
University forum.

“He answered all the ques-
tions directly and completely at 
the forum,” Pabayo said. “He 
has the passion. He is very sin-
cere and very experienced.”

The California-based busi-
nesswoman said that the group 
will be meeting in the next few 
days and weeks to map out 
their strategy, and to deter-
mine the roles which they will 
play in achieving their goal of 
building awareness in both 
sides of the Pacific for Senator 
Villar’s candidacy in the 2010 
elections. 

to guard and watch against cheat-
ing [during the elections]. Other-
wise, success in governance is in 
peril.”

“I am confident we can manage 
the 2010 elections. We hope the 
elections will be okay since this is 
the first time it will be automated,” 
Villar further stated.

Pimentel echoed Villar’s view 
and said the safety of the elec-
tions will depend on the Filipino 
people.

“We have more confidence now 
in the Comelec than before,” Pi-
mentel said. “Ultimately, it is not 
the Comelec who will protect the 
elections, but the people. Senator 
Villar is the only candidate who 
is organized in the whole nation, 
and who has the machinery in 
place.”

Asked about attracting foreign 
investments to the Philippines, 
Senator Villar said that creating a 
money-making environment and 
showing results are keys to this.

“We have to look at it from a 
capitalistic point of view,” he ex-
plained, drawing from his conver-
sations with fund managers dur-
ing his time in the private sector. 
“They want to make money. And 
the only thing they understand 
is, ‘Are we going to make money 
there?’… ‘Why are we going to 
invest in the Philippines?’ If every 
time they go to the Philippines, 
they don’t see anything and don’t 
see any change – they see the 
same buildings, the same roads, 
the same everything—they are 
not going to invest.”

“But if they see something, 
things happening—roads being 
built, infrastructure being built, 
more classrooms being built, and 
the GDP numbers are improving, 

then investments will flow and 
growth can be achieved,” Villar 
stated, while adding that if that 
growth can be sustained, foreign 
investors and balikbayans will both 
be coming to invest in the Philip-
pines even without an invitation.

Senator Villar even made the 
guests chuckle when he declared, 
“I don’t want to hear them [foreign 
investors] say they want to come 
just because Filipinos are hospita-
ble, I want them to come and say, 
‘ I wanna go to the Philippines be-
cause I want to make money.’”

With respect to the “brain 
drain” taking place in the Philip-
pines, Senator Villar said this can 
be reversed if the economy can 
be improved which means faster 
growth, creation of more jobs and 
giving Filipinos business opportu-
nities to work on.

“The ultimate goal is we want 
to have a country where Filipinos 
don’t want to leave [to seek jobs],” 
said Villar. “If we improve the 
economy, then they won’t have to 
leave and suffer. There are many 
overseas workers who suffer like 
those in the Middle East who 
want to come home but do not 
know where to go. We see Filipi-
nos who work as domestic helpers 
who are abused. It is important to 
give them a safety net. We have 
got to reverse this now.”

As for the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA), both Villar and 
Pimentel said that it should be 
honored and respected by both 
countries.

“The VFA should be made to 
work for the benefit of the Philip-
pines and the United States,” said 
Senator Pimentel, citing the need 
for equipment from American 
troops that can be used by their 

Villar, Pimentel guests . . . Philippine counterparts.
Pimentel then related the Basi-

lan experience of visiting Ameri-
can troops who were initially not 
wanted by the people living there, 
especially the children who made 
a point of running their index fin-
ger across their necks to show 
their displeasure. But after par-
ticipating in the building of roads 
and classrooms and other infra-
structure, the people warmed 
up to the American troops and 
realized that the troops were not 
there to subjugate them. “At the 
end of their visit, the children 
were tugging at their hands,” Pi-
mentel said.

“It showed that we don’t need 
the Americans to fight our fights 
and affect our sovereignty. What 
we need are American troops’ 
expertise,” Pimentel continued. 
“We are natural allies. There is 
much to be gained when we look 
at what can be done.”

Villar, on the other hand, said 
that while the VFA must be made 
to work by both countries, the 
Cpl. Smith incident was very un-
fortunate. “If this happens again, 
I will be the first one to have 
the VFA reviewed,” he said, but 
added that he prefers not only 
military help, but other forms of 
assistance through the VFA.

When asked if a change in po-
litical system might bode well for 
the Philippines, both Senators 
said that any change must be 
done the right way.

“We can live with the federal 
system or whatever system is 
implemented provided it is done 
by the process,” Villar offered his 
opinion.

Pimentel, for his part, said, 
“The best system is the system 
that works. The problem is some 
of the President’s allies want to 
change the system so that she can 
run for a position of power again. 

Her allies in the House think that 
they can do this without involving 
the Senate. They cannot do that. 
We are a bicameral legislature.”

“I am also not comfortable with 
a parliamentary form of govern-
ment since it is only the major 
block that can affect change or 
craft laws,” Senator Pimentel 
added. “The major party does not 
have a monopoly on what’s good 
for the country and its citizens. 
That should remain open to every-
one.”

Senators Villar and Pimentel’s 
appearance in the roundtable, ac-
cording to Henry Howard of the 
US Education Finance Group, was 
a result of interest among Wash-
ington, DC groups who wanted to 
hear from presidential candidates 
in the Philippines.

Howard, a member of the Phil-
ippine Roundtable in the John 
Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies 
event, said that there is interest 
across the US to hear about Phil-
ippine issues because of a few fac-
tors, including the large Filipino 
population in the United States, 
“the US and the Philippines has 
had a very long and close rela-
tionship, there are increasing 
amounts of trade and people flow 
between both countries, and we 
also a defense relationship with 
each other.”

He added: “We both have con-
cerns about rise of China. We are 
natural allies and we should have 
friendly and cordial relations.”

And Howard’s assessment of 
the roundtable? “I think the sym-
posium went very, very well,” he 
answered. “We wish Senator Vil-
lar very well. We hope that he’s 
the next President.” 

While in Washington, DC Sen-
ators Villar and Pimentel also met 
with Members of the US Congress 
and top-level diplomats. 
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