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Ronaldo Puno 
had some pretty hi-
larious things to say 
last week:

“a word on the 
euphoria … those 
things are not 
enough to win an 
election…. If you’re 
going to tell me if the 
same kind of mood 
of exuberance and 
opposition is going 
to be present eight 
months from now, I can tell you 
that from my entire experience, 
nothing has lasted that long.”

That is not the hilarious part. 
It is this: “The ‘noynoy phenom-
enon’ holds the key to the suc-
cess of the administration party 
because we have to deal with 
it and we have to deal with the 
root causes that any people feel 
about this government…. The 
first thing we need to try to do 
is to understand where this is 
all coming from, what is fueling 
this apparent discontent that has 
taken over the minds of, accord-
ing to their surveys, 50 percent 

of our population.”
What are the root 

causes of the way 
this country feels 
about this govern-
ment? do you need 
research to find the 
answer to that? do 
you have to consult 
the universities, the 
polling agencies, or 
the delphi oracle to 
divine the answer to 
that? do you have to 

wrack your brains to dredge up 
the answer to that?

The root causes of the way 
this country feels about govern-
ment are Gloria Macapagal-ar-
royo and people like Ronaldo 
Puno.

Puno, of course, is right: 
euphoria alone won’t win the 
presidency for anyone. But the 
“noynoy phenomenon” is not 
just about euphoria. It is also 
about tyrannyphobia. or a new-
found unwillingness to tolerate 
tyranny that burst its banks with 
the death of Corazon aquino. 
The outpouring of love for Cora-
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THE massive destruction left by Ondoy in the 
Philippines knew no bounds. Rich and poor, 
young and old were affected by the deluge 
brought about by six hours of relentless rain. 

The Great Equalizer

Thousands of families sought refuge on 
rooftops, braving inclement weather and 
surviving with no food and water for days. 
Floods, almost almost seven-feet deep, 
consumed and destroyed their homes 
and belongings. It was a test of human 
endurance and survival. 

as of press time, 280 deaths have been 
reported and nearly half a million have 
been displaced from their homes.

President Gloria Macapagal-arroyo has 
declared a state of calamity in Metro Manila 
and 25 provinces in luzon 
to enable the government 
to access emergency funds. 
But even after this resource 
has been exhausted, the typhoon victims 
are still left wanting.

according to national disaster 
Coordinating Council director anthony 
Golez, the government “is concentrating 
on massive relief operations. (But) the 
system is overwhelmed, local government 
units are overwhelmed.” 

In a nationally televised briefing, defense 
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro appealed for 
international humanitarian assistance. 
The call for international aid will address 

the needs of Metro Manila and Region IV-
a, places which experienced the worst of 
ondoy’s wrath. 

The aftermath is enough to weaken 
one’s knees yet, the victims, with their 
last ounce of strength and courage, have 
to remain strong in order to rebuild what 
was lost. But they cannot do it on their 
own.

In behalf of the devastated victims of 
Typhoon ondoy, we would like to appeal 
for the kind generosity of our kababayans 

here in the US. Various 
organizations have already set 
up methods to send donations 
through their websites. others 

are also accepting cash donations through 
toll-free numbers and bank accounts. any 
amount, however small, will be a big help 
to our kababayans in the Philippines. 

Moments like these make us realize that 
we are all equal in the face of a natural 
disaster. We realize our human frailty and 
that we can only overcome life’s adversities 
through the spirit of bayanihan. For us 
Filipinos living here in the United States, 
this is perhaps, the best time to show our 
sense of humanity. (AJPress) 

EDITORIAL

Philstar.com

ThEREs ThE Rub
Conrado de Quiros

The ‘Noynoy phenomenon’
zon aquino is matched only by 
the outpouring of hate for Gloria 
Macapagal-arroyo.

Why has noynoy become phe-
nomenal? Simple: Because he 
is the opposite of Gloria. or is 
seen as so. In the same way that 
Cory was the opposite of Marcos 
and obama was the opposite of 
Bush.

I’ve always proposed that the 
one person Barack obama needs 
most to thank for making him 
possible was George W. Bush. It 
was Bush who made americans 
so desperate for change, even 
radical change—or especially 
radical change—they were will-
ing to do what they had never 
done before, which was to bring 
either a woman or a black man to 
the White House. John McCain 
never figured in the equation. 
The real choice was between 
obama and Hilary Clinton.

no Bush, no obama. no ar-
royo, no noynoy.

I recall a riddle that was posed 
to me when I was a kid: “What 
makes light bright?” I answered 
variously, electricity, the bulb, 

the filament. not at all, said the 
riddler. What makes light bright 
is—dark. I have not forgotten 
that Zen-like answer.

Its power is right there before 
our eyes. Euphoria alone won’t 
get anyone to the presidency. 
But euphoria and tyrannopho-
bia will. The story line of light 
and dark, right and wrong, good 
and evil will. The one element 
pushing the other into stark re-
lief, the dark making the light 
brighter, the wrong making the 
right stronger, the evil making 
the good an absolute necessity. 
and vice versa: The light making 
the dark blacker, the right mak-
ing the wrong more reprehensi-
ble, the good making the evil an 
absolute necessity to stamp out. 
The one fuels the other, produc-
ing a spiraling vortex.

It doesn’t help Puno’s cause 
that he is there to remind people 
epically about what noynoy is 
the opposite of. like McCain, 
who was seen by the americans 
as just an extension of Bush, 
Puno (forget Gibo—how can 
you take seriously anyone who 
gets zero in surveys?) is seen 
by Filipinos as an extension of 
Gloria. More here than there, 
arroyo not having been counted 
out by Filipinos in the unfolding 

drama. It helps even less when 
Puno makes observations about 
what wins elections based on 
his experience. Because based 
on our experience with him, 
euphoria truly doesn’t win elec-
tions. Cheating does.

I most ardently wish Puno will 
appear more in public saying 
those things: He won’t just keep 
noynoy’s ratings at the astro-
nomical levels they are, he will 
push them further up.

That is the key to the “noynoy 
phenomenon.” The people who 
say it’s too early to tell, the rat-
ings may still fall forget one vital 
thing. Which is that these are no 
ordinary elections, a point I’ve 
been making again and again. 
one way to view this is that 
there have been elections in this 
country where the vote has been 
profoundly “ideological.” anoth-
er, and probably better, way to 
see this is that there have been 
elections in this country where 
what’s at stake was so profound-
ly life-and-death they went past 
the framework of elections.

Two of them easily come to 
mind. The first were the novem-
ber elections of 1971. The event 
that preceded that was the Plaza 
Miranda bombing which was 
widely attributed to Marcos. 

When the smoke cleared after 
the senatorial elections, only 
one nacionalista was left stand-
ing. The people almost univer-
sally voted liberal, making the 
worst victim of the bombing, 
Jovito Salonga, a humongous 
no. 1 though he wasn’t around 
to campaign.

The second was the snap elec-
tions of February 1986. The re-
sults of those elections may be 
debated endlessly, but that those 
elections were more than elec-
tions—they were not defined 
by platforms, pa pogi appeals, 
electoral promises and the other 
paraphernalia of ordinary elec-
tions—may not.

Those were not elections, 
those were a fight between light 
and dark (brilliantly captured by 
Joe Con’s “Better to light a can-
dle than curse the darkness”), 
truth and lies (as embodied to-
day by Jun lozada), right and 
wrong (they were a matter of 
fundamental justice).

So are today’s elections. The 
only thing that lies in noynoy’s 
path to the presidency right now 
is the same thing that lay in the 
path of his mother to the presi-
dency in the snap elections.

ask Puno what it is. He was 
there, too. (Inquirer.net)

FaCEBook was the place to 
be last weekend for those con-
nected to the Web but unable to 
leave their homes (such as me, 
since I was still recovering from 
my operation).

Here are excerpts from my 
Facebook wall (for those not familiar with Web 2.0 language, a wall 
is like a homeroom or a public diary where other people can write 
comments):

last Sunday, Sept. 27 at 4:30am, I posted this: “only Teodoro and 
Villar were visibly helping during the flood. Where were the other 
presidentiables? It makes no difference if the two were thinking of 
politics. They helped. The others missed their chance to show that 
they can handle crises.”

My Facebook friends (“friends” are people on a mailing list) re-
sponded immediately. among the many responses I got, these are 
representative (I translated those written in Filipino):

 “dick Gordon was around, doing Red Cross stuff. noynoy and 
Mar were mentioned in relation to relief goods to be delivered. But 
other than that I have no recall of anyone else.”

 “The question is, where is noynoy?”
“I read somewhere that they were in Bukidnon or some other 

province in Mindanao.”
“Gordon is remarkable! His Red Cross group is now rescuing 
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people in Provident Village.”
 “The others are/were out campaigning, I guess.”
 “Teodoro was expected to be doing his job as ndCC chair, with 

its massive machinery and resources, as well as Gordon as Red 
Cross Chair.”

“Sometimes some would rather not advertise their helping out.”
“one should not be lauded for something he is supposed (in fact, 

paid) to do, or for doing something which is in his power to do. and 
for Teodoro, I think the unpreparedness of a disaster preparedness 
contingent to respond effectively is a reflection of what he failed to 
do as dnd chief.”

I added: “What I feel bad about is that the other presidentiables 
(not just noynoy but particularly him) showed no leadership yes-
terday. at the very least they should have rallied their troops to do 
something. If they didn’t know what that something was, then they 
should not be our president!”

That brought more responses.
“I like how you say it. I agree!”
“You are absolutely right. a good leader is someone that is able 

to think and act fast in time of adversity and devastation.”
on Monday, at 6 a.m., I posted this: “There’s a People Power 

Revolution going on (call it People Power 3): everyone helping the 
victims of the flooding, with or without the help of the government 
or those that want to be in the next government! I love the Filipino 
people, not just those in the country but those abroad!”

Immediately, 26 Facebook friends indicated that they agreed 
with me. Some posted comments such as these:

“The great flood that devastated most of Metro Manila yesterday 

(Sept. 26) is another proof that we have no politician nor govern-
ment official who is ready and can instantly provide the needed 
leadership in a crisis situation. This latest natural disaster was an-
other national disaster for aspiring politicians and leaders of this 
disaster-prone country. In times of need, they are nowhere to be 
found!”

“This is like a ray of sunshine amid the gloom. let’s continue 
helping in our own way.”

“We share the same thought. another good reason to feel good 
about being a Filipino and to encourage hope for the nation. Indeed 
a ray of sunshine.”

“Bayanihan. Everyone helps the victims of ondoy in whatever 
way they can.”

“no country in the world could have coped. I thought the front 
page yesterday (Sept. 26) [of a newspaper, not the Star, that fea-
tured a huge photo of a presidentiable rather than the flood - IRC] 
was in extreme bad taste.”

“I agree. Why put a huge photo of noynoy and Mar smiling when 
that wasn’t the biggest story? Maybe the editors were stranded.”

I changed the topic (called a “thread”): “nice work, dZMM! 
When I texted them about a family still on a rooftop, they called me 
back immediately to ask for details.”

I got this quick response: “Saludo, dZMM!”
I also got this response: “May I have the text number so I can 

pass on details of my friend’s dad who is also trapped on a roof in 
Cainta?”

I immediately posted the text number, which I had taken from the 
dZMM website. (Philstar.com)
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