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The Hit Man goes on tour

by MoMAR G. VISAYA / AJPress

avid Foster is the quintessential

music man, and for the past couple

of decades, he has lent his talent in

making sure that fresh, young talents
are given the opportunity to shine.

He is widely credited for the immense success of
Celine Dion, and now, a lot of people are curious to
see who the latest anointed one is.

Itis none other than Charice.

“I have felt for the last five years

that the next big artist was gonna
be Asian.You know the Asian—this
is kind of silly to try and lump the
whole Asian population in one
category—but years ago in Japan,
the Japanese were very good at
copying and the Filipino people
had been very good at imitating
American singers and all that,”
Foster told the Asian Journal during
a break at the rehearsal for Oprah’s
presidential inauguration special in
Washington, DC early this year.

The prolific songwriter-producer
knew that the young Filipino singer
had more than just the vocal chops
to wow the audience.

“We're in a new generation where these
tremendous singers are coming forth and on the top
of this list is Charice and she’s not a copier, she has
her own style, her own thing and | really believe that
Charice is going to be the next big international star,”
he said unabashedly.

Foster is seeing similarities with between Celine
and Charice, especially with the way he found out
about both singers’ belting prowess.

“I feel the same way about her as when [ first
found Celine 20 years ago singing in Canada.

There’s a billion and a half Asians, it make sense that
somebody from there would come and show us the
way,” he said.

Foster went on with the similarities, particularly
when Celine began her career singing Gloria Gaynor
disco songs.Back then, she didn't have any of her
own songs so she was essentially copying too,
according to Foster.There was something different
in her voice, something distinct that he knew was
going to be a big hit someday.

Now Charice is on the verge of breaking the
barrier when it comes to Asian singing talents.

“She obviously has to sing other people’s songs
because nobody was writing songs for her but every
month that I'm with her, | hear some new twist even
on the songs of other people that she’s singing.That
lets me know for sure that she is very soon going to
develop her own style completely,” Foster explained,
“| can't wait to get in the studio with her with all new
songs and watch her turn audiences on those songs.

Foster knows it too well that it is easier to turn an
audience on with a song that everybody knows.

“Now, we have to create an album [for Charice]

and create a slot for her where she can turn people
on with her songs and we will,” he promised.

Hitman again

Last year, David Foster staged a concert at the
Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas and invited his friends
to perform with him. He also invited Charice, who
shared the stage with the likes of Andrea Bocelli, Josh
Groban, Michael

Buble, Katharine
McPhee, Peter Cetera and a host of other performers.

Earlier this year, he did what he calls a smaller
version.

“I don't think | could ever do that again. It was
great and | was glad that Charice was able to be
a part of it. Basically my whole life flashed in front
of my eyes—from Babyface to Buble to Kenny
G, Peter Cetera, Bocelli. Then Charice was right in
there holding her own and getting a standing
ovation along with just one or two others and it was
phenomenal to see,” Foster said.

Now, this smaller version is off to a 10-city tour in
the US and Canada.

“So, I've finally decided to hit the road and tour!
I'll be joined by a lot of my very close friends who
will sing my songbook.There will also be some great
surprise guest artists which | won’t mention now,”
David announced on his website a couple of weeks
ago,”Hoping you'll all come see my show and also
celebrate my 60th birthday.”

Of course, Charice is joining David in this tour,
alongside Peter Cetera, Michael Johns, Ruben
Studdard, Phillip Bailey (from Earth, Wind & Fire) and
other surprise performers.

The original concert was later shown on PBS,
and was eventually released in CD and DVD formats.
To complete the whole package, a book was also
produced.

“We had everything planned. My manager
and my girlfriend were pushing me and | was
kicking and screaming,“Oh, too much work!”
| was literally doing Seal’s album and doing
the post-production on the DVD and writing
the book all at once, at the same time. It was a

nightmare, but | got it done,” Foster reminisced.

This DVD has been released world-wide,
including the Philippines. Charice herself became
busy promoting the DVD in her TV guestings and
appearances back home.

This little factoid amazed Foster.

“I'll tell you another reason why Charice is
unique.l've heard people tell me that Charice has
been promoting my Hitman CD, DVD and book
in the Philippines.That is unusual for any artist to
do that for somebody else, let alone somebody as
young as her,” he said.

As a 16-year-old, Foster shared that all he ever
thought of back then was himself.

“Even when | was 20, all | ever thought about was
myself. This is a young woman who is mature beyond
her years but in a very innocent way. When she is
telling people about me, she really means it and of
course it is helpful.| mean, when you have somebody
like Charice talking about you in her own country,
that helps my career and you're never too old to be
helped,”he added.

Thankful

Filipinos everywhere now know who Charice
is and they have been following her every career
move ever since she made it to their collective
consciousness.They are thankful to people who were
instrumental in giving the young singer a break.

Foster is considered by many as one of the
industry bigwigs who gave Charice a chance to show
her talent to the world. For him, he was just doing his
job as a discoverer of talent and a music producer.

“Everywhere | go, no matter what city l am in,
anywhere in America, Filipinos come up to me. Just
yesterday, checking in the hotel, this man brings my
bags to me.His name is Henry and he says “Thank
you,”so | told him he brought my bags, | should be
the one thanking him.He says,“No, thank you for
bringing Charice to the world,” he recalled.

He is not taking credit for what Charice has
become and what she might become. He is just
happy to be a part of her journey to fame.He is
contented watching in the sidelines as the young
singer realizes her dreams.

“Of course it is Oprah that really brought Charice
to the world, not me, but | am thrilled to be a part of
it,” he said,”In a way, she’s helping me, too, because
I still have dreams.You don't stop dreaming just
because you're 59 years old.| want to be dreaming
when I'm 80 about things that | have yet to do. So,
thank you Charice for helping promote me in the
Philippines.”

‘God Bless America’

At the pre-inauguration parties where she was
invited to perform early this year, Charice sang a
special arrangement of God Bless America.First at
the“Realizing the Dream” awards gala celebrating
the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.and second at the
Pearl Presidential Inaugural Gala, the event staged
by a veritable who's who in the Asian American
community.

Foster shared that he patterned the arrangement
after Celine Dion’s performance of the song post-
9/11, the concert for New York City a few days after
the terrorist attacks happened.

At first, he found it strange that they were asked

to collaborate on the song.

“Strange, since Celine and I—both being
Canadians, were asked to do an American anthem.
| put a pressure on myself because this is a unique
moment in history, like what we are seeing again this
week, but for a very tragic, not hopeful reason. | have
to take special care of this song and make sure that
it touches people the right way and not the wrong
way,” he explained.

Foster reworked the arrangement to make sure
that at the song’s end, it went inward."Typically, my
stuff is overproduced and | go big in the money
notes and there’s the big ending and all that. But
this time, | thought it would be better if the song
ended quietly and that’s exactly what it does. It has a
beautiful and calming effect on people,” he said.

Charice, as expected, hit all the high notes,
delivered performances worthy of standing ovations
and captured the emotions necessary to convey the
song’s message of hope.

“I just saw a tape of Charice singing it and of
course she blew it out of the water like she does
every time. She’s amazing,” Foster remarked.

Fosterimmediately flew home to Los Angeles
after this short stint in Washington, DC. He says he
has a very busy year ahead of him.

He is writing a Broadway musical called “Betty
Boop,” which will be mounted in 2011.He is also
working on Michael Buble’s upcoming Crazy Love
CD .Heis likewise producing an album for Catherine
Jenkins, a singer from the UK. Of course, he has
his hands full as he is also producing the aloum of
Charice, who received five standing ovations during
her recent performance in Las Vegas.

He is also scheduled to visit Manila next year.

“I think I'm supposed to go to the Philippines and
| am excited. You know what | love about Filipinos?
They feel and they know that the person on the back
of the album cover, that name was just as important
as the person on the cover.That you got to love: that
they would think that the producer or the writer is as
important as the artist. How could | argue with that?,”
he asked.

Foster has the faintest idea that he is somehow
famous in the Philippines—a country of music-
lovers—because of his impressive body of work. With
a little help from Charice, well, he got a little bit more
famous than before.

During our casual talk, he mentioned,”If | earned
a dollar for every Filipino who has approached and
thanked me for what | have done for Charice, I'd
probably be a millionaire now.”

David Foster would surely be a millionaire many
times over when he gets to visit the homeland of
Charice next year as the country of 90 million people
waits in anticipation of his arrival.

(The 10-city tour of David Foster and Friends will
start in Chicago on October 21. East Coast fans will
have a chance to catch the show on Friday, Oct.23
at the WaMu Theater at Madison Square Garden;
on Saturday, Oct. 24 at the Prudential Center in
Newark, New Jersey and on Sunday, Oct. 25 at the
Agganis Arena in Boston.Ticket prices are $125,
$85 and $55 and can be purchased by logging on
to www.ticketmaster.com or by calling 1800-745-
3000.)

Donya Buding is coming to America!

By LOU CABALDE

Goldilocks accepting donations for typhoon victims on Oct. 10-11

HO would ever

forget Dona

Leonila Evapo-

rada viuda de
Ford? Or better known as the
glamorous and snobbish Dofia
Buding. In 1983, we were all
introduced to the classy and
wealthy character of Nanette
Inventor in a social satire portion
on Channel 7's Penthouse Live
that made all of us laugh our
hearts out!

From then on, Nanette
Inventor and Dofa Buding have
been synonymous with each
other and the rest was history.

A multi-faceted performer, a
singer, comedienne, host, com-
mercial model and an actress,
this is Nanette Inventor rolled
into one. She has been making
everyone laugh for more than
two decades. For Nanette, per-
forming and making everyone
laugh has always been her love
and passion.

Nanette was a part of the
UP Concert Chorus and this is
where her music career started.
She later on, became a back

up singer and did TV com-
mercials, voicing for radio and
jingles. Nanette's big break
was when she won at the 7th
Metro Manila Popular Music
Festival where she sang Gary
Granada's Salamat Musika

and after that she released an
album entitled Sumpong under
Universal Records.

As a theater actress,
Nanette has performed in
Menopause, The Wiz, Noli
Me Tangere, El Filibusterismo
and Separasyon a play by Lito
Casaje that won a Palanca
award. She has done countless
films and was honored a Best
Supporting Actress nomination
for Multo in the City. Nanette
was also a regular on TV shows
such as Por Kilo, In the Money
and Abangan ang Susunod na
Kabanata and would frequently
appear on TV drama antholo-
gies, TV Specials, and TV ads.

Over the years she has
worked with fellow comedians
Mitch Valdes, Tessie Tomas,
Leo Martinez, Jon Santos, Fe
Delos Reyes, Bernardo Ber-
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nardo and Arnel Ignacio, as well
as held her own solo concerts.

Nanette has made us all
laugh, cry, sing and view life
in a different perspective. An
actress that has done “all of the
above” in terms of her career.
Her excellence in her craft has
brought her to perform before
Filipino audiences all over the
country and abroad. Sharing a
dose of laughter in Italy, Singa-
pore, Malaysia, Australia, The
Middle East, Hong Kong, Guam
and at the Carnegie Hall in New
York City.

Now, Dofa Buding is about
to conquer Lodi, NJ in a concert
entitled Unity Tour on October
17 at the Felician College—Bre-
slin Theatre at 8pm.

The Unity Tour Concert
promises hours of laughter and
inspiration. Nanette is joined
by Philippine’s Pop Diva, Kuh
Ledesma, Asia’s Pop Idol Chris-
tian Bautista, singer-comedian
Jograd Dela Torre, stage actor
Carlo Orosa, Up and coming
songstress Isabella, and the
young balladeer from the hit re-
ality TV show Britain’s Got Talent
Charlie Green.

Meet Dofia Buding in person
and enjoy non stop laughter and
entertainment at the Unity Tour.

The Unity Tour Concert was
conceptualized by Pop Diva her-
selfl and is produced by Kuh's
Headline Concepts together
with SheylLan Concepts.

The concert will be for the
benefit of the victims of typhoon
Ondoy in the Philippines.

For ticket inquiries please
call 1-877-KUHLSHW (1-877-
584-5749) or Melan (818) 983-
8881 or Shey (818) 983-8882 or
visit www.kuhlshw.com. Tickets
also available at your local
Filipino stores. Please check the
website for more details.
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GOLDILOCKS (Los Angeles County) has announced that it will continue to accept donations for victims
of Typhoon Ondoy on October 10 and 11 from 9am to 5pm at Goldilocks Cerritos, West Covina, Los Angeles
(Vermont) and Panorama.

Goldilocks will also be accepting cash/check donations for the typhoon victims until October 31 at all
its Los Angeles
County stores.

Donations
of clothes,
bedding/linen,
canned food and
non-perishable
goods are being
turned over by
Goldilocks to
the Southern
California Chapter
of the Knights
of Columbus.

The Knights
of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic fraternal service organizations and is also one of the Catholic
Church’s leading social arms normally tasked with coordinating and implementing disaster relief drives.

Last weekend, Goldilocks turned over 234 balikbayan-sized boxes filled with donated clothes, canned
food, assorted non-perishable goods, towels, blankets and bedding to the Knights of Columbus/Archdiocese
of Los Angeles which in turn, will handle shipping and distribution to affected areas in the Philippines
through the Caritas Foundation.

Filipino-Americans as well as non-Filipinos from all over Los Angeles County came in droves, lugging
donation items in their cars or pick-up trucks. Goldilocks volunteers sorted out and packed the donated
items in boxes onsite. The packed boxes were promptly delivered to the Knights of Columbus warehouse in
Artesia where they are being loaded in containers for shipping and distribution to the typhoon victims in the
Philippines.

Meanwhile, a total of $1,981 in cash/checks was collected at six Goldilocks stores in LA County.
Goldilocks is turning over all cash/check donations to the Ancop Foundation Inc. ANCOP is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation that serves to generate awareness and mobilize resources for Gawad Kalinga, through
partnerships with generous individuals, groups, institutions, government, and corporations, and accounts for
the generated resources for transparency.The organization has launched the GK Typhoon Ondoy Relief Fund

to help victims of the typhoon.

Donors are requested to make the checks payable to Ancop Foundation and indicate on the memo
line that the donation is for the victims of typhoon Ondoy. Donations can also be made online, through
ancopusa.org.

Volunteers from Goldilocks sort out and pack donations from community members. Photo at left shows more
volunteers unloading the boxes at the warehouse of Knights of Columbus/Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

The collection points for donations are as follows:

Goldilocks Cerritos (Goods and Cash/Checks) Checks)
11489 South Street 8340 Van Nuys Boulevard (at Roscoe)
Cerritos, CA 90703 Panorama City, CA 91402

Tel.no. (562) 924-5990 Tel.No.(818) 891-5253
Goldilocks West Covina (Goods and Cash/Checks)
2429 So.Azusa Avenue

West Covina, CA 91792

Tel.no.(626) 964-1811

Goldilocks Eagle Rock (inside Eagle Rock Plaza)
(Cash/Checks only)

2700 Colorado Blvd.Ste.110

Los Angeles, CA 90041

Tel.no.(323) 543-2676
Goldilocks Los Angeles (Goods and Cash/Checks)
209 So.Vermont Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
Tel.no, (213) 382-2351

Goldilocks North Hills (Cash/Checks only)
16130 Nordhoff St. (At Seafood City)
North Hills, CA 91343

Tel.No.(818) 895-9100

Goldilocks Panorama City (Goods and Cash/ (Advertising Supplement)





