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Goldilocks extends donation drive for typhoon victims

P
AMELA Bianca Manalo always looked up to her older sister.

From the moment she saw her sister, Katherine Anne 
Manalo, being crowned Ms. Philippines in 2002, then 15-
year-old Pamela Bianca knew she wanted to follow her older 

sister’s footsteps.
“I said to myself, ‘someday I’m going to be a beauty queen as well,’” 

recalls Pamela Manalo to the Asian Journal.
Dreaming big paid off for the younger Manalo seven years later. 
Earlier this year, the 22-year-old Manalo lived up to the meaning of 

her name when she was crowned Binibining Pilipinas 2009 Universe. 
Former Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2008 winner Jennifer Barrientos 
relinquished her crown to Manalo, who then served as the official 
representative of the Philippines for the Miss Universe Pageant held at 
the Atlantis Paradise Island, in Nassau, Bahamas last August. 

Experience of a lifetime 
Standing 5’10” tall with long flowing black hair, Manalo was among 

the 84 contestants worldwide to compete in the 58th Miss Universe 
pageant.

“It was very exciting,” said Manalo, who was recently vacationing 
in Los Angeles. “I had so much fun and I believe I will cherish all the 
memories I’ve had there especially bonding with the girls.”

During her three weeks at the Bahamas leading up to the 
competition, Manalo said she made quick friends with the beauty 
queen contestants from the Latin countries. She spent a lot of time with 
Miss Peru, Miss Panama, Miss Paraguay and Miss Columbia, Michelle 
Rouillard, her roommate during the pageant.

“I think they expected me to hang out with the girls from the Asian 
countries,” she joked. 

Manalo said she would miss most the time she spent with Rouillard.
“She was so nice and very friendly,” she said. “Everyday, we would 

always hang out with each other.”
Some people have a misconception that beauty pageants are all 

about good looks, but beauty involves a lot of hard work.
Manalo said the competition was fierce. With so many beautiful 

young girls from around the world, it took hard work to stand out. 
Call times for daily events were at 6am which meant Manalo and 

the rest of the girls had to wake up three hours earlier to get ready.
“Everyday we had to have different kinds of hair and make up so we 

wouldn’t look the same and sometimes, we would come home super 
late so we only slept for two or three hours,” she said. “Every time we 
went out we wanted to shine the brightest.”

Unfortunately, Manalo didn’t make it to the Top 15 semi-finalists, 
but the experience of being in the Bahamas and competing for her 
country will stay with her forever, she said.
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Beauty queen extraordinaire
By Joseph pimentel

   AJPress “It didn’t bother me because from day one I knew that all of us were 
winners already,” she said. “I know this will be part of my memories 
and part of my resume as well. This is not my greatest achievement I’m 
happy with the outcome and I believe Miss Venezuela deserves that 
crown.”

Family of beauties
When Manalo won the Ms. Philippines Universe pageant last 

April, she became the third person in her family to win a major 
beauty pageant in the Philippines. Her older sister, Katherine, won 
Miss Philippines and represented the country in the Miss World 2002 
pageant, and aunt Nini Ramos competed in the Miss International 
pageant in 1968 placing in the Top 15 semi-finalists.

“I think this is the first time that’s happened in a family that there 
were three winners in a beauty pageant,” said Ramos, who serves as 
Manalo’s advisor. “It’s wonderful. We’re talking about legacy here.”

The younger Manalo said she was not pushed to becoming a 
beauty queen. It was something she dreamt of by herself.

“It was my dream,” she said. “When my sister was young, she looked 
up to my aunt because she was a beauty queen and ever since my sister 
won, when I saw her that night at that very coliseum I wanted to be one 
too.”

Manalo said she was not pressured.
“I wanted it myself,” she said. “No one forced me. I just went with the 

flow and acted natural.”
But once the younger Manalo made that commitment, her aunt 

and sister gave her pointers. Katherine would coach her younger sister 
on how to answer questions correctly and Aunt Nini would advise her 
on how to handle the pressure of being in a 
competition.

“I was really lucky to have them both at 
my side,” said Manalo.

With the beauty pageant over, Manalo 
is not sure what she’ll do next. She served 
as a host for ABS-CBN’s MYX for a time. Now, 
she is working as an airline stewardess for 
Philippine Airlines.

“I may not have won the crown nor have 
been among the finalists, but I know this is 
just a launching pad for me,” she said.

For those who want to follow her 
footsteps as a beauty queen, she offers this 
advice:

“Have fun, be positive in everything 
you do and just be happy,” she said. “Always 
remember when you dream big and you work 
hard you will be victorious win or lose.” 

GoLDILoCKS (Los Angeles 
County) has announced that due 
to the overwhelming response 
and numerous requests from 
community members, the 
company will conduct anoth 
er donation drive for victims of 
typhoons ondoy and Pepeng on 
Saturday, october 17 and Sunday, 
october 18.

Goldilocks will continue to 
accept donations in kind at its 
Panorama and Cerritos stores from 
8:30am to 5:30pm on both days.

“The response from the 
community has been deeply 
inspirational and we extend our 
gratitude and appreciation to all 
those who donated goods, money, 
time and effort,” Goldilocks (LA 
County) Director of operations 
Menard Leelin said. 

“The clamor for us to extend 
the donation drive until this 
coming weekend comes from 
community members who are 
concerned about, and wish to 
help our kababayan still reeling 
from the catastrophic effects of 
typhoons ondoy and Pepeng. To 
heed this call, we will hold another 
donation drive on october 17 
and 18 and we will continue to do 
everything we can to make sure 
that the community members’ 
kindness and generosity will reach 
the intended recipients,” Mr. Leelin 
added.

Goldilocks will also be 
accepting cash/check donations 
for the typhoon victims until 
october 31 at all its Los Angeles 
County stores.

Donations of clothes, blankets, 
towels, linen, canned goods 
and toiletries dropped off and 
collected at Goldilocks stores in 
LA County have been endorsed 
by Goldilocks to the Southern 
California Chapter of the Knights 

of Columbus and the Filipino 
Ministry of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. The Knights of Columbus 
is the world’s largest Catholic 
fraternal service organizations 
and is also one of the Catholic 
Church’s leading social arms 
normally tasked with coordinating 
and implementing disaster relief 
drives.

According to Fr. Albert 
Avenido, Spiritual Director of 
the Filipino Ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles and 
parish priest of St. Pancreatius 
Church in Lakewood, volunteers 
at the Knights of Columbus’ 
warehouse in Artesia sorted out 
and packed the donated items 
in 606 balikbayan boxes broken 
down as follows:

402 boxes of clothes (sorted 
out and categorized specifically 
for men, women, boys and girls)

66 boxes of linens and towels
62 boxes of food
12 boxes of toiletries
The 606 boxes were loaded 

into a 40-ft. container van and 
shipped to the Philippines on 
Monday, october 12, 2009. 
Estimated date of arrival at 
Manila’s North Port is october 31. 
The shipment of donations will 
be released to and accepted by 
Bishop Broderick Pavillo, Chairman 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP)’s Social 
Action Committee. The person 
in charge of the CBCP’s relief 
operations is Executive Secretary 
Sister Rosanne Mallilin SPC. 

According to Fr. Albert, 
the donations will be brought 
immediately to St.Paul’s College 
in Manila where the boxes will 
be picked up by the different 
dioceses for distribution to 
typhoon victims in evacuation 
and resettlement areas.

“Their relief operations 
are already ongoing and their 
systems are already in place. 
So this shipment will be added 
to the goods they are already 
distributing there,” Fr. Albert said 
to assure the community that 
donations will go directly to the 
people in need.

At Goldilocks stores in 
Los Angeles County, Filipino-
Americans as well as non-Filipinos 
came in droves during the 
weekend, lugging donation items 
in their cars or pick-up trucks. 
Goldilocks volunteers sorted out 
and packed the donated items in 
boxes onsite. The packed boxes 
were promptly delivered to the 
Knights of Columbus warehouse 
in Artesia where they were further 
sorted out, categorized and 
checked for safety and security.

“The items had to be 
sorted out according to specific 
categories so that when the 
boxes are brought to the 
evacuation/resettlement areas 
in the Philipines, there will be no 
more need for further sorting 
and distribution can be carried 
out efficiently and fast,” Fr. Albert 
explained.

Fr. Albert also explained that 
the first shipment would be 
distributed to areas devastated by 
Typhoon ondoy while the next 
shipment on october 19 will be 
delivered to areas hit by Typhoon 
Pepeng. 

Meanwhile, a total of $4,540 in 
cash/checks has been collected at 
six Goldilocks stores in LA County. 

Goldilocks is turning over 
all cash/check donations to the 
Ancop Foundation Inc. ANCoP is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
that serves to generate awareness 
and mobilize resources for Gawad 
Kalinga, through partnerships 

WITH the massive 
devastation brought 
about by Typhoon 
ondoy in the morning 
of September 26, 2009, 
hundreds of Manileños 
were displaced, 
lives lost, material 
possessions vanished. 
In a blink of an eye, their 
busy lives were put to a 
halt, facing an unknown tomorrow. 

Days after the waters have subsided, Metro Manila and the outlying 
regions were largely unprepared to handle the evacuees, the injured 
and much less the contamination that the flood waters brought. 

It is during these difficult times that the utmost hospitality and 
bravery of the Filipinos are revealed.  That in spite of their loss and 
misery, Filipinos from all walks of life, rich or poor, Christians or non-
Christians help one another. Even those who have nothing to give but 
their time and service; this is just one of the reasons why we thank God 
for making us who we are….Filipinos. 

In a few weeks, The Unity Tour Concert will kick off and visit 4 
different cities in the United States and Canada. The Philippines’ Pop 
Diva, Kuh Ledesma together with the producers of the show, Headline 
Concepts, Caselin Productions and JIR Foundation, felt the need to help 
all our Kababayan’s back home.  

When Kuh conceptualized this concert years ago, her main goal 
was to Unite Filipinos all over the United States and Canada to bring 
forth the message of Hope and Inspiration.  After the overwhelming 
devastation of Typhoon ondoy, the need for this kind of show has 
clearly been revealed.  

Kuh Ledesma along with the other artists of  Unity Tour  would like 
to encourage all Filipinos in the United States and Canada to Unite with 
them and join them in this great cause, to help the Victims of Typhoon 
ondoy.  Kuh added that part of the proceeds of the Concert will be 
donated to the afflicted. The Concert will also serve as a channel for our 
Kababayan’s who would like to send their donations, may it be in cash 
or in kind. 

Those who will be watching the show may bring their donations at 
the venue.  All donations will be packed and shipped to Manila through 
the help of one of its sponsors, FoREX Cargo. 

The  Unity Tour  Concert starts on october 17 at Lodi, New Jersey, 
followed by oct. 20 at San Jose California, october 24 at Long Beach 
California, and october 25 at Vancouver, Canada.  

Come and be entertained by the Pop Diva, Kuh Ledesma, Asia’s Pop 
Idol Christian Bautista, Singer- Comediennes  Nanette Inventor and 
Jograd Dela Torre, Stage Actor Carlo orosa, Up and Coming Songstress 
Isabella, and the young balladeer from the hit reality TV show Britain’s 
Got Talent Charlie Green. 

Remember that a Ticket bought may equal to a life saved. Let us all 
Unite in this effort to help the Typhoon ondoy Victims in Metro Manila. 

For ticket inquiries please call 1-877-KUHL-777 (1-877-584-5777) or 
Visit www.unitytourconcert.com.  (Advertising Supplement)

“UNITY” for Ondoy
by Lou CabaLde

with generous individuals, groups, 
institutions, government, and 
corporations, and accounts for 
the generated resources for 
transparency. The organization has 
launched the GK Typhoon ondoy 
Relief Fund to help victims of the 
typhoon.

Donors are requested to make 
the checks payable to Ancop 
Foundation and indicate on the 
memo line that the donation is 
for the victims of typhoon ondoy. 
Donations can also be made online, 
through ancopusa.org.

The collection points for 
donations on october 17 and 18 
are as follows: 

Goldilocks Cerritos
(Goods and Cash/Checks)
11489 South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703
Tel. no. (562) 924-5990
Goldilocks Panorama City 

(Goods and Cash/Checks)
8340 Van Nuys Boulevard (at 

Roscoe)
Panorama City, CA 91402
Tel. No. (818) 891-5253
Goldilocks West Covina 

(Cash/Checks only)
2429 So. Azusa Avenue
West Covina, CA 91792
Tel. no. (626) 964-1811
Goldilocks Los Angeles 

(Cash/Checks)
209 So. Vermont Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
Tel. no, (213) 382-2351
Goldilocks Eagle Rock (inside 

Eagle Rock Plaza)
(Cash/Checks only)
2700 Colorado Blvd. Ste.110
Los Angeles, CA 90041
Tel. no. (323) 543-2676
Goldilocks North Hills
(Cash/Checks only)
16130 Nordhoff  St. (At Seafood 

City)
North Hills, CA 91343
Tel. No. (818) 895-9100

(Advertising Supplement)

enGleWooD, colo.—The Western Union Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of the Western Union company, today 
pledged a series of initiatives—immediate direct financial sup-
port, agent fund matching for reconstruction, employee giving 
and charity drives—towards relief and reconstruction efforts 
in the Philippines, following devastating flooding brought by 
Tropical storm Ketsana. 

The Western Union Foundation joined international relief 
agency World vision to provide immediate relief including pro-
visions, medical supplies and emergency bedding for 500 Fili-
pino families up to the value of Us$50,000. 

Western Union’s Philippine headquarters and regional call 
center aroc, both based in manila, have begun a charity 

Western Union Foundation pledges 
immediate relief for flood response
 in the Philippines

drive to encourage employees to donate money, supplies and 
volunteer hours. Financial donations, made by Western Union 
employees worldwide, will be matched by the Western Union 
Foundation under its employee Giving circles Program and 
donated to World vision. all employee donations in-kind will 
be channeled to the aBs-cBn Foundation, which offers out-
reach programs for children, their families and the community. 
employee volunteer hours will be channeled to World vision.

World vision is working with the Philippine coast Guard to 
distribute aid as quickly as possible, dispatching relief by heli-
copter to some of the hard-to-reach areas. Thousands of hous-
es in these areas have been damaged or destroyed, and many 
families lost everything when floodwaters swept through their 
homes. World vision is organizing food-for-work and cash-for-
work programs to help communities recover and clean up their 
streets, community buildings and schools.

 “our immediate priority is to support urgent relief efforts 
in the affected areas,” said Hikmet ersek, managing Director 
and executive vice President for europe, the middle east, af-
rica and the asia Pacific, The Western Union company. “our 
thoughts are with the flood victims and their families. We ad-
mire the heroes leading the rescue effort.”

“The impact of this tropical storm on manila has been dev-
astating” said elnora avarientos, World vision’s national direc-

tor in the Philippines. “many have lost everything, including 
bedding, food, education materials and clothing. The poorest 
living in slums and settlements are especially badly hit. We 
continue to set up child-Friendly spaces for children in the 
hardest hit areas where we are sending doctors to attend to 
medical emergencies. We are also working alongside the Phil-
ippine coast Guard to reach those stranded in the hardest to 
reach situations using helicopters.”

 The Western Union Foundation grant is part of the Western 
Union our World, our Family program, a five-year, Us$50 mil-
lion initiative to empower migrant worker and their families 
through education and global economic opportunity programs 
that help them stay connected, overcome barriers and realize 
their dreams.

 “We set aside resources for times like these and know that 
after the most pressing needs are met, the affected families 
will need continued support to rebuild their lives,” said luella 
chavez D’angelo, President, The Western Union Foundation.

The storm, which packed maximum wind speeds of nearly 
110 kph, brought one month’s rain to the capital city of ma-
nila and neighboring provinces in less than seven hours. it is 
the worst disaster to hit manila and surrounding areas in de-
cades.

 (Advertising Supplement)
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