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By Monet Lu

San Francisco

I
’m still in awe that 
despite less than two 
months in actual prepa-
ration, we were able to 

successfully stage Ruffa’s Beau-
tiful Life! at the CBS Studios last 
Sunday, June 28.

None of it would have been 
possible without the devoted 
production staff, make-up art-
ists, volunteers and generous 
sponsors, especially Seafood 
City, Olivia Quido, and Brook-
shire Dental Center.

Maraming salamat sa mga 
dumating! The heat that day 
was a challenge but luckily, we 
were blessed with some shade 
and cool air later on in the early 
evening.

There were so many high-
lights. Performances by CJ & 
Michael Walker, SVM, Six Step 
and the hilarious Joseph Gelito. 
The soulful duet between 
Sonny Madera and Stephanie 
Reese really captivated the 
crowd.

To anchor the program, we 
were lucky to have Alan Wong, 
Leslie-Anne Huff, April Tiam-
zon, Erina Lightholder and Josh 
Johnson.

The fashion shows were so 
diverse, as we featured three 
designers who presented their 
unique collections.

The engineered designs of 
Mul Tayoba as donned by dis-
tinguished Fil-Am young ladies 
and women were exquisite.

Nicolette Lacson brought 
oomph to the event with her 
sexy LolliMe swimwear collec-
tion.

Alan Del Rosario regaled 
the crowd with his ultra chic, 
everyday women wear that 
showed his versatility and deep 
understanding of women’s daily 
fashion needs.

The event was centered on 
the birthday celebration for our 
guest of honor, Ruffa Gutierrez, 
as well as to raise money for 
her charity, the Roof-A-Child 
Foundation.

It was humbling to see the 
support of everyone who made 

For the love of Ruffa...

R
EDWOOD CITY, CA—On the 
occasion of TFC’s 15th and Star 
Cinema’s 16th anniversaries, ABS-
CBN International’s Starry Starry 
Store brings to the US four of the 

hottest and brightest young stars in the Philip-
pines via Star Cinema’s teen horror flick for the 
summer called, Villa Estrella.

Starring Jake Cuenca, Shaina Magdayao, 
Maja Salvador (who were among the top celeb-
rities in the recently held blockbuster Star Magic 
World Tour Concerts in California) and Geoff 
Eigenmann, the film will screen in San Francisco 
and San Diego starting July 10 and in Los Ange-
les-Cerritos starting July 17.

Encouraged by the enthusiastic domestic 
and international reception to previous thrill-
ers like Feng Shui, Sukob and T2, Star Cinema 
decided to venture anew into the horror-mys-
tery-suspense genre.  The film outfit found the 
perfect director to do the job: Rico Maria Ilarde.  
The son of 60s radio and TV icon Eddie Ilarde, 
this De La Salle alumnus and California film 
school graduate’s filmography lists several hor-
ror-suspense-fantasy films that include Sa Ilalim 
ng Cogon which competed at the Buenos Aires 
Rojo Sangre Fantasy Film Festival, the Aquarium 
episode in the 7th edition of the long-running 
horror franchise, Shake, Rattle & Roll, and Altar 
which won Best Picture at the international film 
festivals in Rotterdam and Vancouver and just 
last June, topped Uruguay’s Montevideo Fan-
tastic Film Festival which features science fiction 
and horror films.

What mystery surrounds Villa Estrella?  
People who visited the place were never found 
again.

“The movie is actually the story of a woman 
disturbed by recurring dreams,” says Ilarde.  
“The main thrust of the movie is trying to un-
cover what these dreams are all about.”

That woman is Ana (played by Shaina Mag-
dayao) who has been bothered by nightmares 
about people being killed.  The twist begins 
when Ana and her friends, Alex (Jake Cuenca), 
Dennis (Geoff Eigenmann) and Giselle (Maja 
Salvador) wander into the dilapidated Villa Es-
trella, unknowingly diving into the resort’s web 
of mysteries. They discover that the villa houses 
spirits, tormented souls from the past who are 
out to exact vengeance. Will the four friends be 
able to escape unscathed or will they suffer the 
same fate of the spirits that lurk in the villa?

Highlights to watch out for in the movie 
include Ilarde’s unique treatment of the most 
terrifying moments and the breathtaking under-
water scenes of Magdayao and Salvador which 
were shot in Pansol, Laguna. The actresses had 
to undergo professional swimming lessons to be 
able to act while being submerged continuously.

Mysterious resort haunts visitors 
in Star Cinema’s ‘Villa Estrella’
Teen horror flick starring RP’s hottest young stars

 to screen in US theaters this July

“Summer is a season of action and thrills 
and these are what we are offering to all fans of 
Filipino films by way of Villa Estrella,” said Kerwin 
Du, ABS-CBN North America’s head of theatri-
cals.  “This film is packed with enough suspense, 
twists and turns to keep moviegoers on the edge 
of their seats.”

Villa Estrella also stars John Arcilla, Ronnie 
Lazaro, Celine Lim, Empoy, Rubi-Rubi, with the 
special participation of John Estrada and Liza 
Lorena.

The screening schedule is as follows:
SAN FRANCISCO (July 10-16)
UA Stonestown Twin
501 Buckingham Way
San Francisco, CA 94132
SAN DIEGO (July 10-16)
UA Horton Plaza
475 Horton Plaza
San Diego, CA 92101
LOS ANGELES-CERRITOS (July 17-23)
Cerritos Stadium Cinema
12761 Towne Center Drive
Cerritos, CA 90701
For more information, please visit www.abs-

cbnglobalmovies.com or call 1-800-227-9676.
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BLOCKBUSTER TEEN HORROR FLICK THIS SUMMER:  RP’s hottest and brightest 
stars—Jake Cuenca, Shaina Magdayao, Maja Salvador and Geoff Eigen-
mann—star in Villa Estrella, a Star Cinema 16th anniversary presentation 
directed by Rico Maria Ilarde. (Star Cinema)

donations for our raffle—Estela 
Cottle, O Skin Care, Gandi 
Skincare, Juliana Landis, Gina 
Alexander, and Mark Bunggay 
of A&A Travel.

Syempre, ang pinaka-high-
light ng event was the presence 
of Ruffa, with her supportive 
parents Annabelle Rama and 
Eddie Gutierrez.

Ruffa looked very radi-
ant that night. She was very 
happy and thankful. Hindi niya 
ini-expect na ganun pala ka 
elaborate yung event that we 
planned for her.

I even asked her kung ano 
man yung isang bagay na ma-
papa-kumpleto sa gabing yun?

She answered with a 
smile,”I wish he was here...”

I’m sure we all have an idea 
who she’s referring to you so I’ll 
leave it to your imagination.

Hindi naman paawat si 
Annabelle that night, with 
her provocative words while 
toasting Ruffa’s birthday. In her 
signature Bisaya mannerisms, 
she candidly remarked about 
the important and unparalleled 
role she’s played in Ruffa’s life.

“Kung wala ako sa buhay 
mo dhay, wala ka sa harapan ng 
mga taong ito ngayon...”

Truly, only Annabelle can 
get away with speaking of 
something so true and unpre-
tentious in this kind of wicked 
humor.

Publicist Jun Lalin shared 

with the audience a very 
impressive self-edited video 
containing greetings for Ruffa 
from her showbiz friends such 
as Donita Rose, Kris Aquino, KC 
Concepcion, Heart Evangelista, 
Boy Abunda, and many more.

Ruffa’s little angels, Lorin 
and Venice, sang Disney tunes 
for their beloved mommy on 
that same video.

All in all, it was a very 
remarkable night! An effort by 
so many people. My heartfelt 
thanks to CBS Studios Center 
and Joji-Rose Oliveros for pro-
viding us with a nice outdoor 
venue and excellent buffet.

We also extend our grati-
tude to Atty Michael Gurfinkel, 
VuQo|Rich Cabael, Asian Jour-
nal, Goldilocks for the fantastic 

Annabelle and Eddie Gutierrez
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