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Dona Buding is coming to America!

By LOU CABALDE

HO would ever forget
Dofa Leonila Evaporada
viuda de Ford? Or better
known as the glamor-
ous and snobbish Dofa Buding. In 1983,
we were all introduced to the classy and
wealthy character of Nanette Inventor
in a social satire portion on Channel 7's
Penthouse Live! that made all of us laugh
our hearts out!

From then on, Nanette Inventor and
Dona Buding have been synonymous with
each other and the rest was history.

A multi-faceted performer, a singer, co-
medienne, host, commercial model and an
actress, this is Nanette Inventor rolled into
one. She has been making everyone laugh
for more than two decades. For Nanette,
performing and making everyone laugh
has always been her love and passion.

Nanette was a part of the UP Concert
Chorus and this is where her music career
started. She later on, became a back up
singer and did TV commercials, voic-
ing for radio and jingles. Nanette's big
break was when she won at the 7th Metro
Manila Popular Music Festival where she
sang Gary Granada’s Salamat Musika and
after that she released an album entitled
Sumpong under Universal Records.

As a theater actress, Nanette has per-
formed in Menopause, The Wiz, Noli Me
Tangere, El Filibusterismo and Separasyon,

a play by Lito Casaje that won a Palanca
award. She has done countless films and
was honored a Best Supporting Actress
nomination for Multo in the City. Nanette
was also a regular on TV shows such as
Por Kilo, In the Money and Abangan ang
Susunod na Kabanata and would frequent-
ly appear on TV Drama anthologies, TV
Specials, and TV ads.

Over the years she has worked with
fellow comedians Mitch Valdes, Tessie
Tomas, Leo Martinez, Jon Santos, Fe Delos
Reyes, Bernardo Bernardo and Arnel Igna-
cio, as well as held her own solo concerts.

Nanette has made us all laugh, cry,
sing and view life in a different perspec-
tive. An actress that has done “all of
the above” in terms of her career. Her
excellence in her craft has brought her to
perform before Filipino audiences all over
the country and abroad. Sharing a dose of
laughter in Italy, Singapore, Malaysia, Aus-
tralia, The Middle East, Hong Kong, Guam
and at the Carnegie Hall in New York City.

Now, Dofa Buding is about to conquer
the United States and Canada in a concert
entitled The Unity Tour on October 17 in
Lodi, New Jersey followed by October 20
at the Jubilee Center in San Jose then on
October 24 at the Long Beach Convention
Center’s Terrace Theater and on October
25, at the Glad Tidings Hall in Vancouver,
Canada.

The Unity
Tour Con-
cert prom-
ises hours of
laughter and
inspiration.

Nanette is

joined

by Phil-

ippine’s

Pop

Diva,

Kuh

Ledes-

ma,

Asia's

Pop Idol

Christian Bautista, Singer- Comedienne Jo-
grad Dela Torre, Stage Actor Carlo Orosa,
Up and Coming Songstress Isabella, and
the young balladeer from the hit reality TV
show Britain’s Got Talent Charlie Green.

Meet Dofa Buding in person and enjoy
non stop laughter and entertainment at
The Unity Tour.

The Unity Tour Concert was con-
ceptualized by Pop Diva herself! and is
produced by Kuh’s Headline Concepts
together with Caselin Production and JIR
Foundation.

For ticket inquiries please call 1-877-
KUHL-777 (1-877-584-5777) or visit www.
unitytourconcert.com.

STAR BYTES

By BUTCH FRANCISCO
Philstar.com

Better late than absent

AST Saturday, Sept. 19,
Lwasn’t the most ideal

time to hold an awards
night at the CCP complex
grounds for at least two reasons:
1) There was the Martin Nie-
vera/Gary Valenciano concert at
the Aliw Theater and 2) Sup-
posedly there was a midnight
madness sale at the SM Mall of
Asia also nearby.

Current Manunuri ng Pilipino
chairman, the ever-efficient Dr.
Roland Tolentino (dean of the
UP College of Mass Communi-
cation), however, had booked
the Little Theater of the Cultural
Center of the Philippines six

months ahead and no one
among us bothered to check
the other events scheduled that
evening. (Heck, even | who had
handled the Urian presentations
from 1990 to 2007 didn‘t have
the foresight to check and mer-
rily went along with the sched-
ule given to us by CCP)

It was therefore murder
getting to that reclaimed area
of Metro Manila since everyone
was heading east of the city all
at the same time.

The 32nd Gawad Urian was
staged through a grant given by
the Film Development Council
of the Philippines—approved by

Chairman Rolando
Atienza and admin-
istrative head Lali
Suzara—plus spon-
sorship from Rubby
Sy’s Flawless, with
the deal coursed
through marketing
services manager
Francis Labora.)

Below is the complete list of
winners in the Gawad Urian:

¢ Best Director: Brillante
“Dante” Mendoza (Serbis)

e Best Picture: Serbis

e Best Actor: Ronnie Lazaro

(Yanggaw)

® Best Actress: Mylene Dizon

(100)

® Best Supporting Actor:
Coco Martin (Jay)

® Best Supporting Actress:
Aleera Montalla (Yanggaw)

e Best Screenplay: Francis
Xavier Pasion (Jay)

 Best Production Design:
Benjamin Padero and Carlo
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‘Serbis’ bags most
awards in Gawad Urian

By MARINEL CRUZ
Inquirer.net

HE film Serbis tells the story of a family forced to

run a prostitution business inside a movie theater

in Pampanga, won the biggest number of awards,

including Best Picture, at the 32nd Gawad Urian for

excellence in filmmaking awarding ceremony held
on Saturday night.

Serbis,
produced by
Centerstage
Productions,
also won the
Best Director
award for Bril-
lante Mendoza.

The director,

who is in Brazil

to attend the

Sau Paulo In-

ternational Film

Festival where

a retrospective

of his films was

presented, told

the Inquirerin

a text mes-

sage, “I'm very

happy and

honored with

the recognition

from a respect-

ed award giving body like the Manunuri. I'm glad they recognized
the film despite the mixed reaction and reception it has received
in the Philippines. It gives me inspiration ... to tell more stories
that are considered taboo by the general audience.”

The Manunuri ng Pelikulang Pilipino, the pioneering local
society of film critics, also cited Serbis for Best Production Design
and Best Cinematography

The film was the first Filipino full-length picture in 24 years
to compete at the prestigious Cannes International Film Festival
in France last year. Mendoza was named 2009 Cannes IFF Best
Director for Kinatay, his film on a criminology student who takes
on a job to earn extra money which he later learns involves killing
a woman.

The Best Actor award was given to Ronnie Lazaro for his per-
formance in Yanggaw as the patriarch of a small backwoods family
who has to make difficult choices when he discovers that his
daughter has been infected with a sickness that will turn her into
a bloodthirsty monster. “I've waited for 27 years for this award,”
Lazaro said during his acceptance speech.

Yanggaw, which means “infection” in llonggo, also won Best
Supporting Actress honor for young thespian Aleera Montalla.

Mylene Dizon took home the Best Actress award for her role
as a cancer-stricken woman in Chris Martinez's 100. The Best
Supporting Actor trophy was given to Coco Martin for his work
on Jay, a story on the death of a schoolteacher in a gay-bashing
incident.






