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Publisher’s Note: Networking is but one tool in your belt.  One must need to take advantage of the opportunities it provides, and not 
be discouraged the opportunities it may not. YFPA’s passion to help other young professionals takes networking to a 
whole different level.

It provides productive and proficient ways to build relationships, as well as educating their members in the process. AJ

Growing your
network

E
XPERTS agree that networking is 
worth your time and effort.  Socially, 
this is proven with the surge and 
success of numerous social net-

working sites in cyberspace such as Facebook, 
MySpace and LinkedIn.  However, networking 
goes beyond to just meeting friends and build-
ing personal relationships.  It also offers another 
avenue to reach professionals, possibly for busi-
ness and employment, as well as make people 
more active in their community.  

The Young Filipino Professionals Asso-
ciation (YFPA) is one such organization that 
embraces the idea and importance of network-
ing.  Launched in 2002 as a collaborative forum 
for Filipino-American professionals, YFPA was 
started by three classmates from the University 
of San Francisco – Neil Baquiran, Greg Mon-
temayor and Roselle Rapadas.  Recognizing the 
need for a Fil-Am professional group in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that could create and sup-
port professional networking, educational and 
community service activities, YFPA was a forum 
to connect and collaborate.

Since then, YFPA always serves its pur-

pose – to build a stronger, well-established 
and respected Fil-Am business community, 
translated into the organization’s long-last-
ing mantra of “Connect.  Educate.  Serve.”  
With that purpose in mind, the initial twelve 
board members, who were from a variety of 
professional backgrounds, built the opera-
tional, legal and strategic infrastructure of 
YFPA through a variety of road mapping, 
discovery and implementation sessions. 
From this initial foundation, YFPA’s leader-
ship and membership began its mission to 
foster professional connections, ideas, and 
expertise to support and engage young 
Filipino professionals in the greater San 
Francisco Bay Area.

YFPA believes that networking is the easiest 
way to market oneself whether you’re in the 
business of sales, service provision or commu-
nity building.  They explain that having yourself 
as the primary product, networking makes 
you more aware of your strengths and how to 
maximize them, as well as your weaknesses and 
how to manage them.   In a community where 
we have experts in all industries, it’s great to 
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know what services 
are available, who 
does what and how 
people can work 
together and at the 
same time.  Most 
of all, YFPA sup-
ports its members 
and promotes the 
community’s welfare 
and advancement.

Currently, YFPA 
has 160 members 
and a network of 
over 1,000.  The 
organization has 
regular events like 
their First Wednes-
day mixers where 
professionals can 
meet potential 
clients and mentors, 
while expanding their network.  

They also have our Mentorship program 
where they match members with mentors to 
walk them through a program that includes 
not only coaching and guidance but personal 
involvement in each member’s growth as a pro-
fessional.  Other activities include The Speaker 
Series, a regular panel of experts in different 
fields who share their experiences and strate-
gies for success.  

But One Filipino is, by far, YFPA’s most 
ambitious program.  Launched in June of 2009, 
the organization was able to bring together 
industry leaders, organizational presidents and 
distinguished individuals.  

However, as any organization, YFPA also 
has challenges to hurdle.  They believe that the 
biggest challenge was to implement programs 

that would maximize the organization’s purpose.  
Fortunately, even though YFPA’s business and 
intention is inclusive, they are thankful that many 
people who share the same passion continuously 
work with them.  

YFPA has no pre-qualifications for those who 
are interested to join them.  Application can be 
done online at www.yfpa.org or in person at any 
of their events. You may also send an email to 
membership@yfpa.org. 

Belonging to a culture that values family 
and community, YFPA welcomes new immigrant 
professionals and Fil-Ams who are looking for 
a good mix of Filipino culture and progressive 
minds.   YFPA is more than your usual social 
networking group—it gives you an open door to 
possibilities to connect, be part of the community 
and serve.

 *Special to Keesa Ocampo for her assistance. AJ




