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Dr. LibraDa C. Yamat

Dentist’s Corner

Your teeth, when all present, 
keep each other in line.  when 
one is knocked out or lost due 
to dental decay, there can be 
some unfortunate consequences, 
including movement of the re-
maining teeth, (the resulting gap 
opens up a space for surrounding 
teeth to drift out of position, shift, 
or tip into the empty space and 
change your bite), pains in you 
jaw, cavities gum disease and the 
potential to lose more teeth. 

The posterior teeth have an 
obvious, important role in chew-
ing.  As teeth are lost, you’ll be 
forced to chew in other areas, 
which sometimes leads to exces-
sive wear or erosion of remain-
ing teeth, tooth fractures from 
overloading, and painful prob-

ENGLEWooD, Colo.—The Western 
union Foundation, the philanthropic arm 
of the Western union Company, today 
pledged a series of initiatives - immedi-
ate direct financial support, agent fund 
matching for reconstruction, employee 
giving and charity drives—towards relief 
and reconstruction efforts in the Philip-
pines, following devastating flooding 
brought by Tropical Storm Ketsana. 

The Western union Foundation joined 
international relief agency World Vision 
to provide immediate relief including 
provisions, medical supplies and emer-
gency bedding for 500 Filipino families 
up to the value of uS$50,000. 

Western union’s Philippine headquar-
ters and regional call center AroC, both 
based in Manila, have begun a charity 
drive to encourage employees to donate 
money, supplies and volunteer hours. 
Financial donations, made by Western 
union employees worldwide, will be 
matched by the Western union Founda-
tion under its Employee Giving Circles 
Program and donated to World Vision. 
All employee donations in-kind will be 
channeled to the ABS-CBN Foundation, 
which offers outreach programs for chil-
dren, their families and the community. 
Employee volunteer hours will be chan-

neled to World Vision.
World Vision is working with the Phil-

ippine Coast Guard to distribute aid as 
quickly as possible, dispatching relief by 
helicopter to some of the hard-to-reach 
areas. Thousands of houses in these ar-
eas have been damaged or destroyed, 
and many families lost everything when 
floodwaters swept through their homes. 
World Vision is organizing food-for-
work and cash-for-work programs to 
help communities recover and clean up 
their streets, community buildings and 
schools.

 “our immediate priority is to support 
urgent relief efforts in the affected ar-
eas,” said Hikmet Ersek, Managing Di-
rector and Executive Vice President for 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the 
Asia Pacific, The Western union Com-
pany. “our thoughts are with the flood 
victims and their families. We admire the 
heroes leading the rescue effort.”

“The impact of this tropical storm on 
Manila has been devastating” said El-
nora Avarientos, World Vision’s national 
director in the Philippines. “Many have 
lost everything, including bedding, food, 
education materials and clothing. The 
poorest living in slums and settlements 
are especially badly hit. We continue to 

set up Child-Friendly Spaces for chil-
dren in the hardest hit areas where we 
are sending doctors to attend to medi-
cal emergencies. We are also working 
alongside the Philippine Coast Guard to 
reach those stranded in the hardest to 
reach situations using helicopters.”

 The Western union Foundation grant 
is part of the Western union our World, 
our Family program, a five-year, uS$50 
million initiative to empower migrant 
worker and their families through edu-
cation and global economic opportunity 
programs that help them stay connect-
ed, overcome barriers and realize their 
dreams.

 “We set aside resources for times 
like these and know that after the most 
pressing needs are met, the affected 
families will need continued support to 
rebuild their lives,” said Luella Chavez 
D’Angelo, President, The Western union 
Foundation.

The storm, which packed maximum 
wind speeds of nearly 110 kph, brought 
one month’s rain to the capital city of 
Manila and neighboring provinces in less 
than seven hours. It is the worst disaster 
to hit Manila and surrounding areas in 
decades.
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Out of mouth, Out of mind
lems with the temporomandibu-
lar joints that unite the lower jaw 
with the skull.

In addition, as soon as a tooth 
is lost, the surrounding bone 
starts to deteriorate.  How quickly 
this happens will depend on the 
bone’s density, your bite and how 
well your teeth align with each 
other.  In some cases the loss of a 
back tooth can eventually cause a 
deterioration in facial appearance 
due to lower facial height. 

Please talk to us about replace-
ments for any missing teeth.  Ear-
ly intervention is paramount. A 
replacement tooth will keep your 
other teeth in line help you avoid 
the possibility of orthodontic and 
other dental treatments down the 
road.
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Western Union Foundation pledges immediate 
relief for flood response in the Philippines




