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The administration party 
Lakas-Kampi-Christian Muslim 
Democrats (CMD) has tentatively 
set for November 12 its national 
convention that would formalize 
its choice for standard-bearer 
and the rest of its slate for the 
May 2010 election, a party offi-
cial said.

The national convention, ex-
pected to be attended by its mem-
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Reporter/Inquirer.net bers nationwide, will be held ei-

ther in Metro Manila or in Cebu, 
said Ray Roquero, Lakas-Kampi-
CMD deputy secretary general.

Roquero said the members 
would ratify the choice made by 
the national executive committee 
to have Defense Secretary Gil-
bert Teodoro as their candidate 
for president. Teodoro’s running 
mate will also be announced as 
well as the initial senatorial slate 
of Lakas-Kampi-CMD.

The national executive com-
mittee, in its meeting on Sep-
tember 16, chose Teodoro as 
its standard-bearer and Interior 
and Local Government Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno as the party’s vice 
presidential candidate for next 
year’s election.

In a statement during the 
meeting, the executive commit-
tee said its decision would be 
ratified by the party members in 
a national convention. 

CEBU—Cebu City Councilor 
Hilario ‘Jun-jun’ Davide III is not 
the Liberal Party candidate for 
Cebu governor.

This was the statement made 
by Batanes Rep. Butch Abad, 
who is the general campaign 
manager of LP’s tandem of Sena-
tors Benigno ‘Noynoy’ Aquino III 
and Manuel ‘Mar’ Roxas II and 
the vice president for policy and 
platforms.

“Wala pang usapang ganyan. 
As of now, Davide is appointed 
by the LP party as Cebu’s provin-
cial chairman,” Abad said in an 
interview.

Abad however said that the 
party likes Davide because of his 
good reputation and is willing to 
make sacrifices for the Noy-Mar 
campaign in the province.

Abad said that LP still has to 
conduct several consultations 
here in Cebu among the various 
political groups like the Panaghi-
usa, Promdi and Bando Osmeña 
Pundok Kauswagan as to who 
will be their official candidates 
in the local level including the 
gubernatorial race.

Abad said that in appointing 
Davide as LP’s provincial chair-
man, the specific instruction 
to the latter is to go around the 
province and consult the people.

Panaghiusa chairman, former 
Senator John Henry “Sonny” 
Osmeña said that Davide can-
not beat Governor Gwendolyn 
Garcia.

The former senator said that 
Davide has no bailiwick to speak 
of in the six districts of Cebu.

“Practically, Davide has no 
bailiwick in the province. Maybe 
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Cebu City is his bailiwick, but the 
residents in the city cannot vote

for governor in the province,” 
the former senator said.

Abad however refused to make 
any comment on the former sen-
ator’s statement contending that 
it’s hard to make a conclusion 
as the elections are still seven 
months away.

Abad added that the Noy-Mar 
tandem is very strong in Cebu 
and this might also translate to 
support for their local candi-
dates.

“We are unfortunate to have 
him (Davide) aboard,” Abad 
said.

Former senator Osmeña said 
that he and Bogo Mayor Celes-

tino ‘Junie’ Martinez, Jr. will in-
sist that those who want to be 
the opposition’s gubernatorial 
candidate must go through the 
process and the people must be 
consulted and not just appointed 
to run as governor “under the 
shadow of the night beside the 
swimming pool in a hotel.”

“If Davide will run without the 
support of the local opposition 
group, then we will suffer for 
another three years with Gwen,” 
the former senator said.

He added that he still wants 
Tourism Secretary Joseph ‘Ace’ 
Durano to run against the gov-
ernor.

But the Panaghiusa chairman 
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